ST. MARY'S

WESTFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 19
4:00 PM James Caye (from Debbie & Fred)
Albert Petrucelli (from M/M Luigi DellaLuna)
John & Nancy Giordano (from daughter)
Sunday, December 20
7:00 AM  Deceased members of the Confraternity of the Most
Holy Rosary
Fred, Thomas & Raymond Basile (from wife & mother)
Christopher Regensburger (3" anniv. from Mom, Dad,
Emily & Bill)
11:30 AM Rosa & Domingo Pereira (from family)
4:00 PM Lessons & Carols
Monday, December 21
8:30 AM  Jean-Paul Guilbert (11" anniv. from family)
Tuesday, December 22
8:30 AM  Pro Populo (“For the People™)
Wednesday, December 23
8:30 AM  M/M Paul Robienczak (from son, Peter)
Thursday, December 24

8:30 AM
10:00 AM

8:30 AM
4:00 PM up  Fred Kirby (from wife & sons)
4:00 PM dn
5:30 PM Children’s Christmas Pageant/Mass
7:00 PM Spanish Mass
Friday, December 25 CHRISTMAS
12:00 AM

8:30 AM  Paul & Dennis Allen (from family)
Bernard Cassin (1% anniv. from wife)
Edgar, Stephanie P., Philip & Brian Saltus (from family)
10:00 AM  Luke Leary (from family)
James Cowhey (from wife & family)
11:30 AM
Saturday, December 26
11:00 AM  Jessica Wisniowski & Raymond Maynard Wedding
4:00 PM Teddy Mattia (from wife, Camilla & children)
Grandma & Grandpa Kramer (from Debbie & Fred)
M/M Burton Gilbault (from daughter, Barbara)
Sunday, December 27
7:00 AM  Edgar Saltus (2™ anniv. from family)
8:30 AM  Albert “Poppy” Bonavita (21% anniv. from family)
Al & Leo Mulligan (from family)
Theresa Beaudet (3" anniv. from husband, Thomas &
family)

10:00 AM

11:30 AM

ADORATION: Join us each Wednesday for Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament. We begin Adoration following
the 8:30 am Mass and conclude with benediction at 6:00
pm. Stop by the lower church any time during the day
for a few moments or for an hour. What a great way to
| take a break during this busy time! Our Lord comes to
I nurture us and fill us with His grace.

We steward our treasure... The collection for last week, 12/13, totaled
$13,832 (we aim for $13,000 per week). This came through 567 adult
envelopes with $644 in loose cash.

As the year draws to a close, this is a great time to remember the works
of your parish. From CCD, parochial schools and adult education, to
visits to the homebound, nursing homes and hospitals, to service
outreach through all the corporal and spiritual works of mercy your
financial contributions are crucial. Thanks to all who do give so
generously. It is through your support that we can do all that we do.

Advent Decorations on the Altar this week are in memory of:

7

»  Jean-Paul Guilbert 11" anniv.

7

%  Francis, Mary, Dorothy Coffey & Mary Coffey Girr

K2

K2

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful flowers on
our altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the
Church. It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor
someone who has passed away or celebrate a great event in
someone’s life.

Flowers on the Altar for Christmas are generously provided
by all who have given in our Christmas Flower envelope. Please
see the “flower board” at the main entrance of the church and
say a prayer for those in whose memory the flowers are given.
Additional donations were made in memory of:

«  Ken Pease

«+ Ralph Tirrell, Sr. & David Tirrell from family

+«+ Francis Della Luna from Sophie

« Tony & Carmella Calcasola from Nancy & Nicky

¢+ Calvin Annino, Sr. from wife, children,
grandchildren and great grandchild

+« Chucky Annino, Jr. from Grandma

+«+ The Deraleau & Annino families from Flo

+» Deceased members of the Affenito family

% Fred Lewandowski 4" anniv. from family

+ Eva & Michael O’Rourke from daughter, Liane

ALL 2009 ENVELOPES MUST BE TURNED IN BY JAN.
6, 2010 FOR 2009 TAX PURPOSES.

FROM OUR PASTOR

Many thanks to all those who offered cards or words of
encouragement with my recent bout with pneumonia. | have
completed the course of antibiotics and continue to watch my
health. It has been a tough set-back, but | am feeling much
better. Once again thanks.

Lots of people have asked what they can do to help. | have a
huge task for us. Be amazing during the upcoming Christmas
Masses. Go out of your way to introduce yourself to the person
sitting next to you. Squeeze into the pews to make room for
others before you are asked. Show to others the welcome that
you want to receive from God. There is always room at our inn
for the stranger and the sojourner.

Virtue is a muscle that must be worked out. This is the season to
work out patience and kindness, goodness and self-control.

May God fill us with his joy and wonder and grace and love in
this holy season!

pax, Fr.b.



DECEMBER 20, 2009 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

This Week at St. Mary’s

12/21 5AM
4PM

5:30 PM

6 PM

6:30 PM
7PM

12/22 5 AM
9 AM

6 PM

7PM

12/23 5 AM

Misa de Aguinaldo — Lower Church
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal — Upper Church
Daisies — ES

Cub Scouts — HS

Baptism Class — Center

Boy Scout Troop 109 — ES Café

Misa de Aguinaldo — Lower Church
Prayer Shawl Ministry — Rectory

Choir Rehearsal — Church

Advent Penance Service — Upper Church
Misa de Aguinaldo — Lower Church

9 AM -6 PM Adoration & Benediction — Lower Church

1PM
6 PM
12/24
4PM
5:30 PM
7PM
11:30 PM
12/25
12:00 AM
8:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM

STMES Living Nativity — Upper Church
Folk Group Practice

SCHOOL CLOSED UNTIL JAN. 4
Mass — Upper & Lower Churches
Children’s Pageant/Mass — Upper Church
Spanish Mass — Upper Church

Carols before Midnight Mass — Upper Church
CHRISTMAS DAY

Midnight Mass — Upper Church

Mass — Upper Church

Mass — Upper Church

Mass (Spanish) — Upper Church

Sun 12/27 8 AM El Camino - ES
1PM Baptisms — Upper Church

1/1 Holy Day Masses at 8:30 AM (followed by rededication and blessing of
Angelus Bell) & 6 PM (6 PM in Spanish); 1/4 school resumes;1/8 STM ES
Geography Bee; 1/9 Three Kings Party; 1/10 STM HS Alumni
Broadway Event; 1/10 Afternoon of Reflection at Genesis

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES: As
we prepare the way of the Lord, let us
avail ourselves of the grace in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Confessions are heard each Saturday in
the lower church from 2:30-3:30 PM (that is also a great time
to ask for the sacrament of Anointing of the Sick for those
approaching surgery or struggling with a chronic illness — oils
are available in each confessional). There are also some area
penance services approaching. They are a wonderful
experience of God’s merciful grace within the community
gathered as well as individual confessions:

Mon, 12/21, 6:30 pm — Our Lady of the Lake, Southwick
Tue, 12/22, 7:00 pm - HERE, St. Mary’s, Westfield

SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER
OF GOD: Friday, January 1% is a Holy
Day of Obligation. The VIGIL MASS will
be Thursday, December 31% at 4 PM and
the MASS FOR THE HOLY DAY is
Thursday at 8:30 AM and 6 PM (Spanish).

ANGELUS BELL: Come join us for a rededication and
blessing of the Angelus Bell, New Years Day (the Feast of
Mary Mother of God) following the 8:30 am Mass. Troop
109 will host a brief ceremony of blessing, which will be
followed by a breakfast. All are welcome. Ring in the New
Year with our Angelus Bell!

the BEattitudes
(author unknown)

Be understanding to your enemies;
Be loyal to your friends.
Be strong enough to face
the world each day;
Be weak enough to know you
cannot do everything alone.
Be generous toward those
who need your help;
Be frugal toward yourself.
Be wise enough to know
you cannot know everything;
Be foolish enough to believe
in miracles.
Be willing to share
your personal joys;
Be willing to share
in the sorrows of others.
Be a leader when you see
a path others have missed;
Be a follower when you are blinded
by the road of uncertainty.
Be the first to congratulate an opponent
who succeeds;
Be the last to criticize a colleague
who fails.

Be confident of your next step;
Be sure of your final destination.
Be loving to those who love you;

Be loving to those who do not love you.
Trust in others--
they may change;
Trust in God--
by being yourself.

See you and your family and your friends and your neighbors
at this Tuesday’s Penance Service: 7:00pm!
— Fr.James W. Longe
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ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Greetings from STMES! Merry Christmas to each of you!
This fourth week of Advent will be a special one at our
school. On Wednesday afternoon, December 23™ at 1:00, we
will celebrate “The Living Nativity.” Our eighth graders will
play the major characters and share with all of us the
Scriptural account of the Birth of Christ. Students in Grades
3,4, and 5 will comprise the Angels’ Choir and lead us in the
traditional carols of Christmas. Please join us in our Upper
Church for this beautiful presentation. After our presentation,
we begin our Christmas/New Year’s Vacation. Know that as
we continue to celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas when we
return to school on January 4™, we will pray in thanksgiving
for the many gifts we receive each day. Enjoy this beautiful
holy season.

God’s blessings,
Sr. Christine and the Staff, families and children of STMES

ST. MARY HIGH SCHOOL

We would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas. As we count our blessings, we count you. As
we pray, we pray for you. Your continued support is so much
appreciated. Peace to you and yours and Merry Christmas!

ADVANCEMENT OFFICE

Year End Giving: As 2009 draws to a close, many of us are
thinking about making our final tax-deductible contributions
to our favorite non-profit organizations. | ask you to consider
St. Mary’s Parish and Schools among your favorites! Our
Pre-School, Elementary School and High School are
accomplishing great things. To keep this momentum going,
consider making a contribution to the Advancement Drive.
The proceeds from this drive allow us to strengthen and grow
our magnificent campus. Perhaps there is a particular project
you would like to contribute to in or around our parish. A
donation to the Building and Renovation Fund can make
our Parish dreams become reality. All donations can be sent
to The Advancement Office, 86 Mechanic St., Westfield, MA
01085 or can be placed in the weekly basket in an envelope
marked Advancement Office. If you have any questions,
please call me in the Advancement Office at 568-1160.

Thank you and may you enjoy the blessing of this Christmas
Season!
Kristin Hagan

Director of Advancement

~ Save the Date ~

St . Mary’'s

5th Annual Wine Tasting
February 27, 2010

Tekoa Country Club

School

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

THE GIVING TREE: Thank you to everyone that helped to
brighten a child’s Christmas by taking a name from the Giving
Tree. We delivered over 100 presents to many happy and
grateful families! Thank you again for your generosity!

=~ REHEARSAL: will be December 21°. Please sign
’\“AIR ' up using the forms or call the CCD office. The
Yl pageant will be part of the December 24" 5:30 Mass.
[ ) *Allchildren, grades 3 and older, and families are
Chotaemas invited to participate!
TEACHING MASS: The Faith Formation Commission would
like to extend an invitation to the community to attend a teaching
mass. This will be held at the church on January 24, 2010 at 3:00
pm. Together we will have the opportunity to make our mass
experience more meaningful. This will be a complete Catholic
Mass with additional “teachings”. Fr. Brian will explain to those
present some of our unique beliefs and discuss the history of
various parts of the Mass. Be prepared to learn a little, and
experience the Mass in a new way. Please call the office of
Religious Education at 568-1127 with any questions.

LITTLE CHURCH — SUNDAY SCHOOL: Will NOT be held
December 27" or January 3! See you all next year....January
10, 2010!

ADULT CONFIRMATION: A series of four sessions for
adult Catholics who wish to receive the sacrament of
Confirmation will be offered at St. Mary’s High School on
Thurs., February 11, 25, March 11, 25 all 7:00-9:00 PM. With
the opportunity of a retreat on a Sat. morning, location and time
TBA. On Jan. 25", any interested members of St. Mary’s are
invited to an open meeting from 7:00-8:00 PM at the Parish
Center. Registration forms, which require the pastor’s signature,
are available from the ORE or from the diocesan office of
Religious Education, 65 Elliot St.,, PO Box 1730, Spfid.,, MA
01102-1739 and should be returned by Jan. 19, 2010. For more
info  contact Carolyn  Groves at  452-0813 or
c.groves@diospringfield.org.

ALL “NEW” BIBLE STUDY - COME
CHECK US OUT!: In this intriguing look at
one of the most talked-about books in
Scripture, Jeff Cavins explores Revelation:
The Kingdom Yet to Come to demonstrate how
the Kingdom established by Christ in His Church is intimately
connected with the Kingdom of Heaven, especially through the
celebration of the Mass. How the Mass is really heaven on earth.
Learn about the Antichrist and his destruction. See the second
coming of Christ and the Final Judgment in the context of
history. Learn what will happen at the end of time and the
establishment of a new heaven and a new earth! Classes start
January 13, 2010. The cost for this 11-week program is $35.00.
Call Joanne Bagge at the ORE for more info and to sign up!
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iFeliz Navidad!

Sabias que Juan Bautista, Isaias y Nuestra Madre la Virgen
Maria esta como nosotros a la espera del que es nuestra estrella
esperada. Ahora el Sefior que novedades encontrara en nuestro
Hogar en nuestra comunidad, quien nacerd, quien muere, quienes
fracasaran y quienes han triunfado, quienes han logrado
graduarse quienes no. Cuantos ahora nos lamentamos de las
diferentes cosas que nos estan pasando. Recuerdo a Arturo
comentaba lo que le paso un dia en su trabajo, el recién habia
emigrado a los Estados Unidos , las costumbres de su pais
estaban muy marcada en el por lo que no le llamaba nunca la
atencion la fiesta de “accion de gracias”, en cambio la navidad si
que le llamaba la intencion por lo que decidié primero con su
familia ir juntos a la misa del Gallo y luego cenar juntos y
abriendo los regalos que él habia conseguido para su dos hijos,
pero su jefe era una persona no creyente solo pensaba en el
dinero y las fiestas no significaban mas que entrada de dinero.
Avrturo se quedo perplejo pensando en su familia cuando escucha
una voz fuerte jHey! que haces pensando no te pago por pensar
sino por atender a la gente ponte hacer algo mientras los clientes
llegan. jAh! no pienses que vas a salirte temprano...estd bien
jefe le contesto, tiene usted razon sino que como es la fiesta de la
navidad pensaba en mi familia y en mis hijos lo que vamos
hacer...Hacer, hacer, contesto el jefe. Trabajo no saldras esta
noche temprano tenemos mucho trabajo. Arturo limpiaba y
atendia cuando un cliente suyo se fue a la caja a pagar al duefio y
este cliente le dijo feliz navidad...Interiormente pensé -¢qué
navidad navidad? Mientras Arturo veia esa escena rezo un ave
Maria. El duefio fue a guardar un dinero cuando vio como si
alguien le hablara de una oscuridad y tuvo miedo que salié
angustiado y penso le diré a Arturo que no se vaya a la hora que
quedamos le daré mas dinero..Con el mido Arturo pensé que se
lo pediria..Pero al ver eso le dijo Jefe, porque no se viene a
nuestra casa..La idea le gusto tanto que fue una invitacién tan
llena de emocién y del miedo que su jefe tenia acepto y fueron a
su casa de Arturo sus dos hijos salieron a recibir a su papa y le
saludaron al jefe lo mismo hizo su esposa, el jefe se sintid tan
pero tan bien, que no tuvo mas remedio que aceptar esos
momentos. El nunca habia tenido una navidad ni sabia que era
eso. Arturo le dijo que primero irian a misa el cual el acepto no
queria quedarse solo. Cuando llego a la Iglesia habia algunos
pobres que pedian limosna y vendian cosas de navidad el diviso
como tres familia que dijo: le daré todo lo que tengo en mis
bolsillo separando la sorpresa que tengo para Arturo su esposa y
sus dos hijo. Repartié todo cuanto tenia y luego la gran sorpresa
que compro regalos y todo para una cena es dia fue feliz ese jefe
gue nunca habia pasado una noche de navidad en paz y amory le
dijo Arturo le doy gracia a Dios por utilizarte como su Juan
Bautista me allanaste el camino y he conocido al mejor amigo
JesUs que nace y seguira naciendo para amar mas a los hombres
que sin buscarle el nos encuentra y nos ama. Ahora mira a tu
alrededor y contempla cuantos Arturos, cuantos Jefes cuantos
Juan Bautistas si no lo eres tu estan cerca de ti,. Invitales y se
generoso con los que Dios.

MISAS DE AGUINALDQ: las celebramos a las 5 am.

GRACIAS: a los que colaboraron el sabado 19 para el
Desayuno, Gracias Dios los Bendiga

Fiesta de Reyes: el Sabado 9 celebraremos la
M fiesta de reyes esperamos nos ayudes con tu

presencia trayendo a tus hijos y tu familia.
Necesitamos tu colaboracion con regalos y comida preparada.
Para la comida comunicarse con Lucy Rios y los regalos Con
Martin y Sory Santos.

THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST: Pope Benedict XVI has
declared June 2009 to June 2010 as the “Year for Priests”.
The theme for the priestly year is “Faithfulness of Christ,
Faithfulness of Priests”. Its purpose is to encourage what the
Pope calls “the yearning for spiritual perfection” in priests.

WATCH YOUR EXPECTATIONS. Sometimes, people
have unrealistic expectations of what a priest “should be” or
“should do”. They want Father to be present at every parish
function, every community event, and every time someone
has a question, concern, or special need. It’s important to
remember that priests are people, too, with the same normal
human limits. Just as you need a day or two off every week,
so does your priest. In fact, studies have shown that time off
is important for priests, to help them maintain both their
spiritual focus and their energy levels. We can all forget to
take care of ourselves now and then; it doesn’t hurt to remind
your priest to do so. Accept your priest for the unique person
he is. Priests come in all shapes, sizes, ages, and personality
styles: introverts and extroverts; mild-mannered and quick-
tempered; serious and witty. Each priest has his own
preferences and peculiarities as well, so let him be himself,
with his own gifts and talents. Each priest will minister in his
own way. Trust God to work through your priest to meet the
needs of the parish, and let him know that you support him. If
you have the ability to make your priest laugh-do it! A good
laugh goes a long way toward relieving any stress he may be
feeling.

[Taken from Our Sunday Visitor]

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Gracious and loving God,

we thank you for the gift of our priests.
Through them, we experience

your presence in the sacraments.
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation.
Set their souls on fire with love for your people.
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength
They need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom.
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel.
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry.
Help them to become instruments of your divine grace.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our
Eternal Priest.

AMEN.
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N The ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE will be
W%,  held in Washington, DC on January 22, 2010 in
L = conjunction with the 36th anniversary of the

In ‘“

J@” Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision. A bus
& ; -y

In?

\?, will be leaving from Chicopee on January 21
and traveling overnight to Washington. Once we
arrive, we will attend a morning Mass then the

march. We will leave Washington at 5:00 p.m. to return
home. The cost of the trip is $45 for adults and $25 for
students. Forms are available at the rectory. These are due
along with the money by Tuesday, December 22. If you have
any questions, please contact Rob Lepage at
rlepage@stmaryhs.com.

COMMUNITY LIFE
COMMISSION is  seeking
volunteers to help plan upcoming
social events for our parish. The
next meeting will be held on Jan.
20, 2010 at 7:00pm in the parish center (upstairs). Please
consider joining us to share your ideas. Currently under
consideration: 1) Job search help event (resume building,
interviewing and networking skills). 2) Parish family
pizza/game night. 3) 2" annual parish picnic.

VOLUNIEERS)
INEEDED,

An Afternoon of Reflection — Gathering In Spirit, will be
held on January 10™ from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. at Genesis
Spiritual Life Center on Mill St. in Westfield. It will be an
interactive workshop that will lead participants on a spiritual
journey within.  The event is hosted by Katy Shea and Liz
Harris, co-creators of “Soul Sisters”. Their intent is to move
you away from stress and chaos, and closer to calmness and
inner peace. Any questions may be directed to St. Mary’s
Office of Religious Education at 568-1127. All are welcome
to attend. There will be a free-will offering.

78

VOCATIONS VIEW: Mary trusted that the
Lord’s words to her would be fulfilled. Step

=y out in faith and God will be there to guide you
_;,%’),.f;ﬁ . (Luke 1:39-45). If you think God is calling

you, call Fr. Gary Dailey at the Vocations
Office 452-0816, or email vocations@diospringfield.org

Readings for the Week of December 20,2009

Sun:  Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45
Mon: Sg 2:8-14/1:39-45
Tue: 1Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56
Wed: Mal 3:1-4/23-24
Thu: 2Sm7:1-5, 8b-12, 144, 16/Lk 1:67-79
Isa 662:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25
Fri: Is 52:7-10,Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18
Sat: Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22
Next Sun: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21/Lk 2:41-52

WELCOME! We extend a warm welcome to all who have
joined us this weekend. We are happy to have you here and
pray that you will have a grace-filled and happy visit!

Advent Reflection
Jesus: Son; Redeemer; Friend

Each year Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem for the Feast of
Passover. When Jesus was twelve years old, they went according
to festival custom. After they had completed its days, as they
were returning home, the child Jesus remained within
Jerusalem. His parents did not know this. Thinking He was in the
caravan, they journeyed for a day, looking for Him amongst
their relatives and friends; not finding Him, they returned to
Jerusalem and searched diligently. After three days they found
Jesus in the Temple, sitting among the Jewish leaders, listening
and asking questions. All who heard Him were astounded by His
understanding and answers! (Luke 2:41-47)

Alleluia, Savior Jesus has chosen to enter the world
through the power of the Holy Spirit! Alleluia, the Eternal Word
of the invisible Father has chosen to become flesh and mingle
with the human race! Alleluia, Rabbi Jesus has chosen to
continually remain within His Church as a source of enduring
wisdom . ... Alleluia!

“Rabbi” . .. What is a Jewish “Rabbi”?

In the Holy Family’s day, as well as in our own, an
authentic Jewish Rabbi was/is a person of integrity who speaks
with spiritual clarity; intellectual wisdom; and social prudence.
He does so for his own benefit, as well as the benefit of the
hearer and the entire human race. Clearly, Jesus is the finest
bearer of truth the world has ever witnessed—Amen!

Finest? How can one person possess such
incomprehensible excellence? How can one person fully be the
Way, the Truth and the Life for all? How is it that no-one goes to
the Father except through Him? (John 14:6) Profound questions;
simple answer. For Jesus alone is the Word made Flesh, eternal
splendor of the eternal Father, who consciously chose through
the Holy Spirit to depart Heavenly intimacy in order to
temporarily dwell with us upon planet earth! (John 1)—Alleluia!

Therefore, according to divine design (Galatians 4:4),
Jesus alone is perfect God and perfect man, the only Savior of
the entire human race, the Great High Priest who is identical to
us in all things but sin (Hebrews 4:15)—Alleluia! Amongst all of
humanity (past, present and future), Jesus alone brings eternal
peace, for Jesus alone grants earthly pardon (John 8:36)—
Alleluia!

What . . . what if Jesus is true to His claims and faithful
in His promises? What if | fall totally in love with Him—Ilike
never before—during these last days of December? Will . . . will
others laugh? Will others reject me? Will others even notice? If .
.. if 1 do, can | handle the results? Do | want to? Am | worthy?
Do | feel worthy? Can | be worthy . . . can ... can Jesus really
be talkingtome .. .?

--Fr. James W. Longe


http://us.mc335.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rlepage@stmaryhs.com




