ST. MARY'S

WESTFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 26
4:00 PM Teddy Mattia (from wife, Camilla & children)
Grandma & Grandpa Kramer (from Debbie & Fred)
M/M Burton Gilbault (from daughter, Barbara)
Sunday, December 27
7:00 AM  Edgar Saltus (2™ anniv. from family)
8:30 AM  Albert “Poppy” Bonavita (21% anniv. from family)
Al & Leo Mulligan (from family)
10:00 AM  Theresa Beaudet (3™ anniv. from hushand, Thomas
and family)

11:30 AM
Monday, December 28
8:30 AM  Laura Dziengelewski (from John Doran)
Tuesday, December 29
8:30 AM  Pro Populo (“For the People™)
Wednesday, December 30
8:30 AM
Thursday, December 31
8:30 AM
4:00 PM
Friday, January 1 SOLEMNITY OF MARY
8:30 AM
6:00 PM  Spanish Mass
Saturday, January 2
4:00 PM Cesare & Cesira Lombardini (from M/M Patrick
Parisi)
Francis Tyminski (from STM HS Class of 1951)
Sunday, January 3
7:00 AM  Donald DeForest (28" anniv. from wife & family)
8:30 AM Lillian Daley (1% anniv. from the Daley family)
10:00 AM
11:30 AM  In thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of Jesus (from
Aleja Colon)

5:15PM Youth Mass

Flowers on the Altar for Christmas were in memory of:

.

M/M Burton Gilbault from daughter, Barbara
M/M Paul Robienczak from son, Peter

Angelo & Lena Masciadrelli from family
Domenick Pierri & Mary Pierri Petri from family

.
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Flowers on the Altar this week are in memory of:

< Dorothea Conti 4™ anniv. from family

Additional donations have been listed in last week’s bulletin and on our
Christmas Flower Board in the main entrance. We thank all who have
contributed, you make the season that much more festive. Donating
towards the decorations on our altar is a great way to honor someone
who has passed away or to celebrate an event in someone’s life. To do
so, fill in your information in the notebook in the main entrance of the
Church.

Please remember in your prayers: Sr. Helen Murphy, SP, Marion
Laraway, Nancy Heidel, Atty. Leonard Conway, Leon Toporowski

Weekly Giving: Due to the print date of the bulletin, the totals for
Dec. 20" will be in the Jan. 3" bulletin & the totals for Dec. 27" &
Jan. 3" will be in the Jan. 10" bulletin. We strive to be accountable
for the generous donations that keep the parish functioning. Thanks
for your support!

MERRY CHRISTMAS | FELIZ NAVIDAD

One of the Christmas songs which we have all probably heard
many times over these past several weeks is “I’ll Be Home for
Christmas.” The lyrics speak of a person’s dream to experience
Christmas as they remember it to be. Christmas at “home”
conjures a treasury of memories: the warmth of loved ones and
friends, the smell and taste of special foods, the beauty of a
Christmas tree, the ice on a window frame, the peace and
tranquility of a fire’s glow. We all have these memories; we
hope to create now for our children to treasure.

In a similar way, “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” speaks to us as a
people of faith. Deep down in our faith life, there is a need we
all share to gather together, to be part of the family of God, to
come “home” for Christmas.

The immediate story of Christmas begins with a search for a
place to stay. The edict for a census causes Joseph and Mary to
journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Once there (in Joseph’s
ancestral town) they experience a real sense of homelessness.
With Mary so close to giving birth, each closed door exacerbated
their frustration and anxiety. But being people of faith, they put
their trust in the guiding hand of God. Thus they found
themselves at the stable. How strange that it was there, in the
humblest of places, where the animals were kept, amidst their
smell and noise, amidst cold, hay and droppings that the glory of
the Lord was manifest. The stars align, the angels sing out and
the shepherds gather to adore the Christ Child, Emmanuel, God
is with us.

Like the stable of Bethlehem our individual homes are important
to us. What we celebrate within their walls, the love we share,
the bonds we form make them precious and even sacred places.
This is not because of their grandeur but because of the love that
is shared there, the people who make it a home.

We pray that St. Mary’s can be your home too. For nearly 150
years (124 of them in this very building) we have tried to be the
family of God, through struggles and joys, through depressions
and good times, through war and peace ... so that today, indeed
right now, God’s glory may be manifest, His love may be
experienced. Here in this church and in the churches of our
Diocese and throughout the world, where the People of God
gather, GOD IS WITH US! In his Word proclaimed, in the
Eucharist celebrated to nourish and sustain us, in the community
gathered, God is present.

We hope and pray that you know this. Whether you come each
week, whether you are visiting family, whether you are looking
for a place to call home ... you are treasured, you are precious,
you are loved. You make us better because you are here.
Together let us make this place home.

Merry Christmas, Feliz Navidad to you and your family. May
the wonder and joy of Christmas fill each day with grace and
love.

Peace,

Fr. Brian, Fr. Longe, Fr. José and the whole parish staff.
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This Week at St. Mary’s

Mon 12/28 7 PM Boy Scout Troop 109 — ES Café

Tue 12/29 7PM Choir Rehearsal — Upper Church
7PM Circulo de Oracion — Lower Church

Wed 12/309 AM -6 PM  Adoration & Benediction — Church
6 PM Folk Group Practice

Thu 12/31 4PM Vigil Mass (Mary Mother of God)

Fri 1110 HAPPY NEW YEAR!

8:30 AM  Mass (Mary Mother of God)

6:00 PM  Mass in Spanish (Maria, Madre de Dios)
Sun 1/3 8 AM EI Camino — ES

5:15PM Youth Mass — Upper Church

6:30 PM  Grades 7-11 CCD — HS/Center

1/5 Council 100 of the Knights of Columbus Mass and Installation of
Officers; 1/9 Three Kings Party; 1/10 STM HS Alumni Broadway Event;
1/10 Afternoon of Reflection at Genesis; 1/16 Philippino Dinner; 1/21-22
March for Life; 1/30-2/7 Catholic School Week (Pasta Supper on 30");
2/11 Confirmation Classes for Adults begin; 2/14 Scout Sunday; 2/17 Ash
Wednesday; 2/14-17 Ski Trip; 2/27 Wine Tasting)

RCIA: We are thrilled with the
nine candidates and catechumens
who have begun the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults. The
process continues through Easter
when they are baptized (or for
those already baptized they make a
profession of faith) are confirmed
and receive first Holy Communion.
Let’s keep them in our prayers
during this holy time.

DO YOU NEED CONFIRMATION? Some of our adults
started CCD or Catholic School but never finished their
Confirmation. We have a great way to complete the process.
St. Mary’s will be hosting a series of four sessions for adult
Catholics who wish to receive the sacrament of Confirmation.
These sessions will be held in one of the classrooms at our
High School (27 Bartlett St.) on Thursdays, February 11, 25,
March 11, 25 all 7-9p.m., with the opportunity of a retreat on
a Saturday morning, location and time TBA. Registration
forms, which require the pastor’s signature, are available at
the rectory and religious education office or from the
diocesan Office of Religious Education, 65 Elliot St., P.O.
Box 1730, Springfield, MA 01102-1730 and should be
returned by January 19, 2010. For more information contact
Carolyn Groves at 452-0813 or c.groves@diospringfield.org

SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER

OF GOD: Friday, January 1% is a Holy
Day of Obligation. The VIGIL MASS |
will be Thursday, December 31% at 4
PM and the MASS FOR THE HOLY
DAY is Friday at 8:30 AM and 6 PM || [/
(Spanish). Mary Mother of €od

STILL A FEW SPOTS TO GO ON OUR ITALY TRIP:
Fr. Brian McGrath (here) and Fr. Jonathan Reardon (St.
Thomas in W. Springfield) will be leading a group to Italy
this April.  Trip Itinerary and Registration Forms are
available at the Rectory. The trip will take place from
Sunday, April 18" — Wednesday, April 28", 2010. We will
visit Rome, Orvieto, Assisi, Bologna, and Turin (where the
shroud will be on display for the first time in many years).
We have a few spots still open for this amazing trip. Both Fr.
Brian and Fr. Jon studied in Rome and are working with the
best Italian guides. Join us for an amazing journey.

LAST CALL FOR OUR SKI TRIP: Our annual Ski &
Snowboard Trip to Sunday River will take place from
Wednesday, Feb. 17 — Saturday, Feb. 20, 2010, four
wonderful days up in the White Mountains. We will be
carving up the seven mountains that make up Sunday River
(www.Sundayriver.com.). Every morning there will be a
huge breakfast. Then it is off to the slopes for a day of skiing
(or for those who do not ski, there is time on the sledding
slope or hanging out in the lodge). When we get back to the
inn we will have Mass and dinner plus time for the indoor
swimming pool, jacuzzi and arcade. Once again, we will be
taking a King Ward luxury bus ride up and back (as well as to
and from the mountain). We purposely scheduled this for a
February Vacation with the hopes that whole families will
join us. Junior High and older Youths without parents (as
well as adults or parents without children) are also welcome.
Application forms are available at the rectory or school’s
main office. Join us for some fun and adventure. Reserve
your spot now!

ELMS COLLEGE: The Annual Diocesan Appeal for the
College of Our Lady of the EIms — the only Catholic college
in western Mass. — will be made throughout the Diocese at all
Masses on January 9" and 10™. The need for your support is
great. We urge you to take part in this effort. There is an
envelope provided in your packet for this purpose. We also
encourage you to check with your employers to determine if
they offer a matching gift opportunity.  Scholarship
information is available at the EIlms College website,
www.elms.edu or by calling (413) 594-6123.

ST. MARY’S 150" ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE will
meet on January 25" at 6 PM in the Rectory. If you are
interested in helping and aren’t already on the committee,
please join us.

THREE KINGS CELEBRATION:
You are cordially invited to join the
Hispanic Community on Saturday,
January 9" at 5 PM in the High School
Gym for dinner, music and a visit from
the Three Kings. All are welcome.

“To believe ormly and to beepp oclent

- St. Pedro Poveda Castroverde (1874-1936), priest


mailto:c.groves@diospringfield.org
http://www.elms.edu/
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ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

www.stmaryses.org

Greetings from STMES! Merry Christmas to
each of you! We are on Christmas break but
know that as we continue to celebrate the 12 Days of
Christmas when we return to school on January 4™, we will
pray in thanksgiving and in petition for you. Enjoy this
beautiful holy season.

God’s blessings,
Sr. Christine and the Staff, families and children of STMES

ST. MARY HIGH SCHOOL

www.stmaryhs.com

We would like to take the opportunity to
wish you all a very Merry Christmas. As
we count our blessings, we count you. As
we pray, we pray for you. Your continued support is so much
appreciated. Peace to you and yours and Merry Christmas!

- Nichole Nietsche and the whole St. Mary’s High School family

ADVANCEMENT OFFICE

The Advancement Office is pleased to announce the recipients of
the Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award 2010:

Reverend Hugh Crean ~ class of 1954
<
Clare Fouché ~ class of 1941

Congratulations to our wortfy nominees! ‘We will celebrate and
honor Fr. Hugh and Clare at the 5" Annual Wine Tasting on
February 27, 2010 at TeRpa Country Club. Tickets will be
available in January. For more information, please call Kristin
Hagan at 568-1160 or email stmarydev@comcast.net.

Year End Giving: As 2009 draws to a close, many of us are
thinking about making our final tax-deductible contributions
to our favorite non-profit organizations. | ask you to consider
St. Mary’s Parish and Schools among your favorites! Our
Pre-School, Elementary School and High School are
accomplishing great things. To keep this momentum going,
consider making a contribution to the Advancement Drive.
The proceeds from this drive allow us to strengthen and grow
our magnificent campus. Perhaps there is a particular project
you would like to contribute to in or around our parish. A
donation to the Building and Renovation Fund can make
our Parish dreams become reality. All donations can be sent
to The Advancement Office, 86 Mechanic St., Westfield, MA
01085 or can be placed in the weekly basket in an envelope
marked Advancement Office. If you have any questions,
please call me in the Advancement Office at 568-1160.
Thank you and may you enjoy the blessing of this Christmas
Season!

Kristin Hagan
Director of Advancement

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

LITTLE CHURCH — SUNDAY SCHOOL.: Will NOT be held
December 27" or January 3"! See you all next year ... January
10, 2010!

FIRST GRADE: Parents and children will meet January 10"
starting with the 10:00 Mass. See you at the Elementary School!
Don’t forget your lesson reviews ...

TEACHING MASS: The Faith Formation Commission would
like to extend an invitation to the community to attend a teaching
mass. This will be held at the church on January 24, 2010 at 3:00
pm. Together we will have the opportunity to make our mass
experience more meaningful. This will be a complete Catholic
Mass with additional “teachings”. Fr. Brian will explain to those
present some of our unique beliefs and discuss the history of
various parts of the Mass. Be prepared to learn a little, and
experience the Mass in a new way. Please call the office of
Religious Education at 568-1127 with any questions.

AL TR SSSHIESE

ALL “NEW” BIBLE STUDY - COME
CHECK US OUT!: In this intriguing look at
one of the most talked-about books in
Scripture, Jeff Cavins explores Revelation:
The Kingdom Yet to Come to demonstrate
how the Kingdom established by Christ in His Church is
intimately connected with the Kingdom of Heaven, especially
through the celebration of the Mass. How the Mass is really
heaven on earth. Learn about the Antichrist and his destruction.
See the second coming of Christ and the Final Judgment in the
context of history. Learn what will happen at the end of time and
the establishment of a new heaven and a new earth! Classes start
January 13, 2010. The cost for this 11-week program is $35.00.
Call Joanne Bagge at the ORE for more info and to sign up!

An Afternoon of Reflection — Gathering In Spirit, will be held
on January 10" from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. at Genesis Spiritual Life
Center on Mill St. in Westfield. It will be an interactive
workshop that will lead participants on a spiritual journey
within.  The event is hosted by Katy Shea and Liz Harris, co-
creators of “Soul Sisters”. Their intent is to move you away from
stress and chaos, and closer to calmness and inner peace. Any
questions may be directed to St. Mary’s Office of Religious
Education at 568-1127. All are welcome to attend. There will be
a free-will offering.

“Let earth rejocce with exceeding joy. {for ohe co the fructful
mother of this great hodt of heavenly doldiens. The favor of uile
Ferod could ueven liave doue such service to these Uessed oucs as
bis latned has done. For the (Chunch testifies by this loly
these little Sacnts, so much the more were lheavenly Uessings

-St. Augustine on the Feast of the Holy Innocents (Dec. 28)
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ANGELUS BELL: Come join us for a rededication and
blessing of the Angelus Bell, on Sunday, January 17" at 10
AM. Troop 109 will host a brief ceremony of blessing,
which will be followed by a breakfast. All are welcome.
Ring in the New Year with our Angelus Bell!

What' s the new building 1
Six years ago we were doing a complete look at the
church in preparations for our renovations. At that
time, Fr. Brian came up with the idea to bring the bell
and clock out of the tower and down to street level
where people could actually see them. They had not
been used in many years (an electronic carillon plays
from the tower). It is hoped that by seeing them,
people could appreciate their beauty and when
special occasions occur the bell could be manually
rung. In the fall of 2008, through the generosity of
one of our parishioners (and a 100 foot crane) the
bell and its cradle were brought down from the tower.
Subsequently it was professionally cleaned and
refinished. Earlier this Summer, the clock was
brought out of the tower with block and tackle. It has
been cleaned and re-assembled. Through the
generosity of many people (parishioners, friends from
the Sons of Erin, a father of one of our school
children, etc.) we have begun the construction of our
ibel | tower o (one of our
bell). Because all this work is done through
donations and volunteers (for sure with proper
building permits and licenses) we are not completely
done. But our hope is for Spring to have completed
the structure. You can peek in now to see the bell
(2,060 pounds of brass from the Meneely Bell
Company of Try NY) and the Clock (1926 Seth
Thomas). May it remind us of the amazing people
who built the parish and the call to prayer we all must
hear . AHoly Mary, mother

VOCATIONS: HOW DO | KNOW IF GOD IS CALLING
ME? <Your relationship with God gives you strength and
direction. *You love your Catholic Faith and are faithful to
the Eucharist. *You enjoy working with people. *You are
often found going out of your way for others in some kind of
service. *You are physically, emotionally and spiritually
healthy. *Other people have suggested to you that you may be
called to the priesthood or religious life. *You don’t feel
worthy of the call; you are somewhat afraid but at the same
time excited about the possibility. *You are able to diligently
apply yourself to your studies or your job at the present
time. « People can count on you to come through for them.
Discernment takes a lot of introspection and prayer. Even if
you never become a priest or religious, often the discernment
process helps you to know yourself better. Looking into your
heart and asking yourself these questions is a big step toward
becoming a better Christian! If you think God is calling you,
call Fr. Gary Dailey at the Vocations Office 452-0816, or
email vocations@diospringfield.org

THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST: Pope Benedict XVI has declared
June 2009 to June 2010 as the “Year for Priests”. The theme for the
priestly year is “Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”. Its
purpose is to encourage what the Pope calls “the yearning for
spiritual perfection” in priests.

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Gracious and loving God,

we thank you for the gift of our priests.
Through them, we experience

your presence in the sacraments.
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation.
Set their souls on fire with love for your people.
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength
They need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom.
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel.
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry.
Help them to become instruments

of your divine grace.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest.

AMEN.

AR SR WERSSES

THE GIFT OF A MASS is an integral and rich tradition in
our Church. Yes, they are often offered for the deceased, but
they also can provide a way to celebrate a variety of
occasions in the lives of one’s family & friends: Birthdays,
Anniversaries, Graduations, First Communion, Confirmation,
Birth of a Child, Prayers During an Illness, a Special
Intention, just to name a few. Stop by the rectory and we can
help you reserve a scheduled Mass or offer an
“unannounced” Mass for your loved one.

COMMUNITY LIFE
COMMISSION is seeking
volunteers to help plan
upcoming social events for
our parish. The next
meeting will be held on
Jan. 20, 2010 at 7:00pm in the parish center (upstairs).
Please consider joining us to share your ideas. Currently
under consideration: 1) Job search help event (resume
building, interviewing and networking skills). 2) Parish
family pizza/game night. 3) 2™ annual parish picnic.

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB: St. Mary’s Parish,
Elementary School and High School have web sites. In
addition the parish runs a blog and posts
educational/information videos on Youtube. Since we started
these about a year ago, the videos of St. Mary’s have been
viewed 11,366 times and the Channel (meaning our You
Tube page itself) has been viewed 3,823 times. You can find
the url on the front of the bulletin and under each school’s
heading.

VOUUNIEERS;
WEEDED
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SABIAS QUE
Lo mas bello del mundo: la paz, el amory la fe

Antes de la Navidad En un lejano pais, hace ya muchos afios, un
artista sofiaba como pintar “lo més bello del mundo”: Era una
ilusién que le ronroneaba el alma como el zumbido de una
colmena. Al amanecer se puso en camino. Atravesd lugares de
ensuefio. En cada aldea, la misma pregunta. "Amigo, ¢qué es lo
méas bello del mundo para que yo lo pinte?" Pero ninguna
respuesta le satisfacia. Un buen dia, se topé en un vagabundo.
¢Qué lo mas bello que existe?" "- ElI amor, " le contestd
melancélicamente el vagabundo. Otro dia pregunté a un soldado:
";Qué es lo mas bello del mundo?" "La paz", le contesto el
militar. Una anciana sefiora le respondié con una sonrisa
arrugada entre los labios: "La fe en la vida, hijo, la fe".

En el alma de nuestro artista brill6 de nuevo la ilusidn, al tiempo
gue unia las tres palabras: méagicas: la paz, la fe y el amor.
Volvio a su casa y, al franquear el portdn, le inund6 una paz muy
grande y su coraz6n se agit6 con violencia. Emocionado, besé a
sus hijos y descubrié en sus rostros, todavia inocentes, unos
rasgos de fe en la vida. Percibié también en las pupilas de su
esposa la personificacion del amor, mas alld de cualquier
frontera. Y se sintié en paz. Y esa noche decidi6 pintar. Llamé a
la obra de arte: mi hogar. Y pint6 a su familia, porque alli, en su
misma casa, habia encontrado lo més bello del mundo.

La familia es el lugar del mundo donde Dios estd méas cerca.
Dios es UNO pero no vive solo; Dios es una comunién de
personas que se conocen tan profundamente y se aman tanto que,
aunque son tres personas, constituyen un solo Dios. De manera
semejante es la familia. Aunque son varias las personas que la
constituyen, forman un solo ndcleo familiar. Se conocen y se
aman de tal manera que se sienten unidos como una sola
realidad. Un abrazo a todos y unas Felices Fiestas, donde quiera
que se encuentren, esperando que la alegria de la temporada se
extienda por todo el afio y nos permita acercarnos a los latinos
cada vez mas como un gran pueblo de mil rostros y facetas, pero
un s6lo corazén hermano. Felices Fiestas les deseamos a todos...
Maria en el pesebre. Te veo estrechando a JesUs entre tus brazos,
sonriendo a pesar de los contratiempos, acurrucando al Sefior de
la vida contra tu pecho tibio. El amor y la entrega hacen posible
el milagro, que Dios nazca en un establo, indefenso y necesitado.
Para que Jesus crezca en medio nuestro hace falta la decision y
el compromiso. Como Maria. Desde la Anunciacion a la
Resurreccién, pasando por la cruz, que puede tronchar la vida
pero no silencia a Dios. Hay que saber esperar y aprender a
confiar. La Navidad nos ensefia que a Dios se lo encuentra
como antafio, en la periferia y no en el centro, en el pesebre y no
en el palacio, pequefiito y fragil, como la esperanza, y en
pafiales, es decir, aguardando hacer crecer su presencia y su
mensaje en nuestro mundo.

FIESTA DE REYES: Fiesta de Reyes: el Sabado 9
celebraremos la fiesta de reyes esperamos nos ayudes con tu
presencia trayendo a tus hijos y tu familia. Necesitamos tu
colaboracion con regalos y comida preparada. Para la comida
comunicarse con Lucy Rios y los regalos Con Martin y Sory
Santos.

Jack Burke will STILL REPAIR YOUR
ROSARIES FREE. If you have any
questions please call 562-2784.

ALMA DE CRISTO

Alma de Cristo, santificame.
Cuerpo de Cristo, salvame.
Sangre de Cristo, embridgame.
Agua del costado de Cristo, lavame.
Pasion de Critso, confortame.
iOh, buen, Jesus!, 6yeme.
Dentro de tus llagas, escondeme.
No permitas que me aparte de Ti.
Del maligno enemigo, defiéndeme.
En el hora de mi muerte, llamame.
Y méandame ir a Ti.

Para que con tus santos te alabe.
Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.

Readings for the Week of December 27,2009

Sun: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21/Lk 2:41-52
Mon: 1 John 1:5-2:2/Mt 2:13-18

Tue: 1 John 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35

Wed: 1 John 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40

Thu: 1 John 2:18-21/John 1:1-18

Fri: Num 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

Sat: 1 John 2:22-28/John 1:19-28

Next Sun: Isa 60:1-6/Eph 3L2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

HOSPITAL LIST: If you have a family member who is a
patient at Noble Hospital and has not seen a priest or an
Eucharistic Minister, please check to make sure that the
patient is registered with the hospital as a Catholic with our
parish listing (St. Mary’s Westfield). Our priests, pastoral
ministers and some very kind parishioners make sure our
parishioners at Noble are visited every day. If they are in
Holyoke or Springfield, please call the rectory to let us know
they are in the hospital. With the new privacy laws the
Hospitals will not give out patients’ names, so we won’t
know they are in unless you tell us.

"Reaching Hands Club" is a group of
Volunteers who write Birthday cards to the
homebound; Congratulation cards for a
child's Baptism & the one-year anniversary
of the Baptism; Remembrance cards for the
first and second year anniversaries of a deceased loved one's
death. We also help organize the November Memorial Mass
for those who died during the past year. Feel free to call
Marie-Anne Buffam at 562-5477 ext. # 47 if you would like
to join or have someone we could support in our ministry.

THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY keeps donation
baskets at the entrances of the Church. Non-perishable food
items are greatly needed to keep our food pantry stocked. We
give away dozens of bags of food a month to needy families.
Can you help? The next time you come to church, bring a
can of vegetables, a box of cereal or a jar of peanut butter.
Bring something you would like, you will make someone’s
day a little brighter. For more information about the St.
Vincent de Paul Society, to get involved or to request some
assistance, please call 568-5619 and someone will return your
call. Thank you in advance for your help.

ALL 2009 ENVELOPES MUST BE TURNED IN BY
JAN. 6, 2010 FOR 2009 TAX PURPOSES




one Christmas Carol that has always baffled us.

What in the world do leaping lords, French hens,

swimming swans, and especially the partridge
who won't come out of the pear tree have to do with
Christmas? From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in
England were not permitted to practice their faith openly.
Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism
song for young Catholics. It has two levels of meaning:
the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only
to members of their church. Each element in the carol
has a code word for a religious reality, which the
children could remember.

TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS: There is

¢+ The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.

< Two turtledoves were the OIld and New
Testaments.

+« Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love.

« The four calling birds were the four gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke & John.

+» The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law,
the first five books of the Old Testament.

% The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of
creation.

% Seven swans a-swimming represented the
sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit--Prophesy,
Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution,
Leadership and Mercy.

« The eight maids a-milking were the eight
beatitudes.

+« Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the
Holy Spirit--Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-
Control.

« The ten lords a-leaping were the ten
commandments.

% The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven
faithful disciples.

«+ The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the
twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed.

So there is your history for today. This knowledge was
shared with me and | found it interesting and
enlightening and now you know how that strange song
became a Christmas Carol...so pass it on if you wish.

A Brief Schedule of Upcoming Events

Jan. 3: 5:15 pm i Youth Massi What began last
year is going strong. We have an evening
Mass before every CCD. Join us for prayer
and sacrament.

Jan. 5: 6:00 pm i KoC Mass and installation of
Officers. This special celebration will help us
begin another year of grace.

Jan. 9: 5:30 pm i Three Kings Festival i On the feast
of Epiphany, our Hispanic Ministry organizes
a delightful dinner and celebration. Come
greet the three kings as you have never
done before. All are welcome!

Jan. 16: 5:00 pm i Philippino Dinner. Members of our
Philippino community host a special night of
good food and celebration. Save the date
and look for details in the bulletin.

Jan 17: 5:15 pm i Youth Mass

Jan. 21-22: March for Life in Washington DC. Fr.
Brian and Mr. Lepage will lead a group from
our parish & High School. For more details
contact the rectory.

Jan. 301 Feb. 7: Catholic Schools Week. Some
highlights include ES Open House, Mass
and Pasta Supper (1/30) Kindergarten
Registration (2/2), Grandparents Luncheon
(2/1) Pep Rally, JH Dance, Winter Ball

Feb. 11: 7:00 pm i Classes for Adults seeking
Confirmation begin. If you have been
baptized, received first communion but did
not finish preparations for Confirmation, this
class is for you. Participants will continue
with three more classes and a retreat as they
get ready for the sacrament in May.

Feb. 14: 10 am Mass i Boy Scout Sunday
Celebration. We have Cub Scout pack 109
and Boy Scout troop 1
We lift them up in prayer in a special way.

Feb. 17: Ash Wednesday begins our season of Lent.
Masses and Ashes are at 8:30 am and 6:15
pm.

Feb. 17 7 20: Ski Trip to Sunday River. Join us for
three full days of skiing at one of the
Northeastods finest sk
to sign up ASAP.

Feb. 27: 5:00 pm i An Evening of Wine Tasting. This
event will benefit our two schools. It promises
to be a great evening.

Save the dates!
Contact the parish for more information!




