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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, December 5 

 4:00 PM Michaeline Placzek + (birth. rem. from daughters)  

  Donald Macia (41st anniv.) & Ruth Norseth  (25th anniv.

    from June Macia & family) 

  M/M Eli Lafreniere & family (from family) 

  Alan E. Johnson (1st anniv. from wife & 3 sons) 

Sunday, December 6 

 7:00 AM Anna Gust (from son, Victor) 

 8:30 AM Joseph Czarnecki (25th anniv. from wife & children) 

 10:00 AM Dennis Allen + (birth. rem. from family) 

Concetta & Andrew Callini (from Rose Morin & family) 

James Moran, Sr. (from family) 

 11:30 AM  

Monday, December 7 
 8:30 AM Donald McLean + (birth. rem. from wife & family) 

 4:00 PM 

Tuesday, December 8  IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

 8:30 AM 

 4:00 PM 

 6:15 PM Leo Lusignan (from wife & family) 

Wednesday, December 9 

 8:30 AM  

Thursday, December 10 

 8:30 AM Pro Populo (“For the People”) 

Friday, December 11 
 8:30 AM Hazel Affenito + (birth. rem. from Fran) 

Saturday, December 12 

 4:00 PM Giacomo Mottola (from children) 

  Louis & Ida Masciadrelli + (birth. rem. from daughters 

   and families) 

  Rosa & Domingo Pereira (from family) 

  Robert Lancto (40th anniv. from wife & family) 

  Albert Petrucelli (from Mary Allen & family) 

Sunday, December 13 

 7:00 AM Thomas Mulvenna (8th anniv. from family) 

 8:30 AM William G. Renschler, Jr. (21st anniv. from family) 

  Connie Aylward (1st anniv. from Marie & Christine 

   Kaleta) 

 10:00 AM M/M Vincenzo Campione (from granddaughter) 

 11:30 AM Pedro Luna Rivera (from family) 

   5:15 PM  Youth Mass 
 

Flowers on the Altar this week are in memory of: 
 

 David J. Gamache 16th anniv. from KAB 

 Philip Parenzo birth. rem. from family 
 

If you would like to contribute towards the Advent decorations on our 

altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the Church. It is easy 

to fill out a request and a great way to honor someone who has passed 

away or celebrate a great event in someone’s life. 
 

Please remember in your prayers: Lillian Vecchio, Margaret Moccio, 

Patricia Walsh-Cassidy, Ruth Madigan, Jerald Bach and Robert 

Violante 
 

We steward our treasure… The collection for last week, 11/29, totaled 

$12,726 (we aim for $13,000 per week). This came through 589 adult 
envelopes, 0 children‟s envelopes, with $966 in loose cash.  The collection 

for last week, 11/22, totaled $13,973.  This came through 580 adult 

envelopes, 0 children‟s envelopes, with $828 in loose cash.            
 

The November Heating & Air Conditioning brought in $2,298. 
 

Thanks to all who do give so generously. It is through your support that 

we can do all that we do. 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 
Then a great sign appeared in the sky: a Woman clothed with the 

sun, with the moon under Her feet. On Her head was a crown of 

twelve stars, and she was pregnant . . . . (Revelation 12:1-2) 

 

 
 

 As the sunlight continues to grow shorter and the darkness 

longer, we enter the Second Week of Advent with much Faith, Hope 

and Love (1Corinthians 13:13) – Praise the Lord! Like the Magi of 

old, who courageously pondered the provocative star rising in the 

East, we joyfully turn our heavenly gaze toward Mary, because she 

faithfully reflects the divine rays of her beloved Child: the Son who 

never sets (Luke 1:33) – Alleluia!   

 Behold, Magi traveled from the East and arrived within 

Jerusalem. They asked: “Where is the newborn King of the Jews? 

We have seen His star rising in the East, and we have come to offer 

Him worship!” (Matthew 2:1-2)  

 During this hectic and thought-provoking week, we rejoice 

in the Mother of our Redeemer (Luke 2:34) through two of her most 

important titles: Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception 

(December 8
th
) and Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12

th
). Under 

the first, Holy Mary is the Patron Saint of our beloved Nation; under 

the second, Holy Mary is the Patron Saint of all the Americas – 

Gloria in excelsis Deo (Luke 2:14)!    

 Within Sacred Scripture, we find Our Lady (Notre Dame) 

confidently standing upon the moon and proudly wearing the stars 

of the sky. She does so not because she is innately worthy; she does 

so because she consciously allows herself to be clothed with the 

sun: Do whatever my Son tells you! (John 2:5) – Amen!  

 In war-torn Mexico, the Blessed Virgin spoke words of 

peace to humble Juan Diego (1531); in poverty stricken France, the 

Blessed Virgin spoke words of hope to humble Bernadette 

Soubirous (1858). In December of 2009, the Blessed Virgin 

continues to speak words of peace and hope to the humble amongst 

us. Her message remains the same: contemplate my Son, and you 

will discover eternal wisdom; share my Son, and you will enjoy 

infinite riches! Within our Age of self-imposed darkness, Mother 

Mary remains the perfect Christian witness:  

After the angels returned into Heaven, the shepherds . . . 

departed in haste, and found Mary and Joseph with the Child 

resting in the Manger. Upon arrival, the shepherds reported to all 

what had been revealed to them regarding this Child. All who heard 

were amazed! Mary absorbed these events, pondering them within 

her heart. (Luke 2:15-19)        

 

--Fr. James W. Longe 
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Mon 12/7 4 PM Vigil Mass – Upper Church 

  4 PM 2-6 CCD – ES & Center 

  5:30 PM Daisies – ES  

  6 PM Spiritual Life Commission – Rectory  

  7 PM  Boy Scout Troop 109 – ES Café  

Tue 12/8 8:30 AM Holy Day Mass – Upper Church 

  9:00 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry – Rectory  

  4 PM Holy Day Mass for CCD – Upper Church 

  4 PM 2-8 CCD – ES & Center 

  5 PM STM HS Board – HS  

  5 PM Brownies – ES  

  6:15 PM Bi-lingual Mass – Upper Church 

  6:45 PM Being Catholic – Center  

  7:15 PM First Penance Parents Meeting – ES  

  7 PM Circulo de Oracion – Lower Church 

  7:15 PM STM ES PTO – ES  

Wed 12/9       9 AM –6 PM Adoration & Benediction  – Church 

  6 PM Folk Group Practice  

  7 PM Bible Study – Center  

Thu 12/10 6:45 PM Parish Social Ministry Meeting – Center  

  7 PM Choir Rehearsal – Church 

  7 PM Youth Group – 3rd fl Center  

  7 PM Cursillo – Center  

Sat 12/12   BRIGHTSIDE ANGELS SOLD AFTER MASSES 

Sun 12/13 8 AM El Camino – ES  

  8:30 AM RCIA – Church/Rectory 

  10:00 AM Little Church – ES 

  10:45 AM Santa‟s Coffee Hour – HS Gym 

   Fair Trade Fair during Coffee Hour 

  3:30 PM Prayer Group – Center  

  5:15 PM Youth Mass – Upper Church 

  6:30 PM Grades 7-11 CCD – HS/Center 

 
12/20 Lessons and Carols; Decorate the Church for Christmas; 12/22 

Advent Penance Service; 12/23 STMES Living Nativity; 12/24 Christmas 

Eve Masses 4 PM (up & down), 5:30 PM (Children’s Christmas 

Pageant); 7 PM (Spanish); 12/25 Christmas Day Masses 12 Midnight, 

8:30, 10 & 11:30 AM  (11:30 in Spanish) 

 

The feast of the IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION will be celebrated on 

December 8th.  Here at St. Mary‟s we will have 

Masses at 8:30 a.m., 4 p.m. (CCD classes will 

also attend) and 6:15 p.m. (bilingual).  The 

Vigil will be Dec. 7
th

 at 4 PM (CCD classes 

will also attend). (If you cannot make a Mass here, maybe it 

would be easier for you to go to one of the other Westfield 

churches?) Blessed Sacrament-127 Holyoke Road-562-

3450, Vigil 7 PM, Holy Day 7 & 9 AM, Holy Trinity-335 

Elm Street- 568-1506 No Vigil Mass, Holy Day 7AM, 12:10 

and 7:00 PM or St. Peter/St. Casimir- 24 State Street - 568-

5421 Vigil: 6:00 PM, Holy Day 7 AM & 6 PM. 
 

CONFRATERNITY OF THE MOST HOLY ROSARY: 

Annual Christmas Luncheon will be at Westwood on 

Monday, December 14
th

 at 12 noon. 
 

THE VENTURE SCOUTS TROOP 906 will be having a 

bake sale outside of church this weekend (Dec. 5/6).  They 

are raising money for their troop‟s needs.  Please stop by their 

table after Mass and help our local teen group. 

The ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE will be held in 

Washington, DC on January 22, 2010 in conjunction with the 

36th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court 

decision. A bus will be leaving from Chicopee on January 21 

and traveling overnight to Washington. Once we arrive, we 

will attend a morning Mass then the march. We will leave 

Washington at 5:00 p.m. to return home. The cost of the trip 

is $45 for adults and $25 for students. Forms are available at 

the rectory. These are due along with the money by Tuesday, 

December 22. If you have any questions, please contact Rob 

Lepage at rlepage@stmaryhs.com. 

 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES: As we prepare the way 

of the Lord, let us avail ourselves of the grace in the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Confessions are heard each 

Saturday in the lower church from 2:30-3:30 PM (that is also 

a great time to ask for the sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

for those approaching surgery or struggling with a chronic 

illness – oils are available in each confessional).  There are 

also some area penance services approaching.  They are a 

wonderful experience of God‟s merciful grace within the 

community gathered as well as individual confessions: 

 

        Mon, 12/14, 7:00 pm ð St. Thomas, W. Springfield 
        Wed, 12/16, 7:00 pm ð Our Lady of the Rosary, Russell 
        Mon, 12/21, 6:30 pm ð Our Lady of the Lake, Southwick 
        Tue, 12/22, 7:00 pm ð HERE, St. Maryõs, Westfield 
 

Let us pray for one another throughout this Advent Season! 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE COMMISSION is seeking 

volunteers to help plan upcoming social events for our parish.  

The next meeting will be held on Jan. 20, 2010 at 7:00pm in 

the parish center (upstairs).  Please consider joining us to 

share your ideas.  Currently under consideration: 1) Job 

search help event (resume building, interviewing and 

networking skills). 2) Parish family pizza/game night. 3) 2
nd

 

annual parish picnic. 

 

Check yourself out: A video of the 1
st
 

annual parish picnic is on the St. Mary‟s 

website.  Go to www.stmaryswestfield.org 

click on ministries/ commissions/ 

community life.  A truly fun event! 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE DRAWN: 
The Knights of Columbus Council #100, 

representing Westfield and the hill 

towns recently conducted a major 

fundraising raffle.  Winners have been 

announced.  The first prize winner of a package of four 

tickets to a Boston Bruins hockey game was Joseph Flahive.  

Second prize winner of a $150 gift certificate for The North 

Elm Butcher Block was William Bancroft and the third prize 

winner of a $50 certificate for dinner for two at Tucker‟s 

Restaurant in Southwick went to Donald Osowski.  Funds 

raised will augment the council‟s annual scholarship awards. 

http://us.mc335.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rlepage@stmaryhs.com
http://www.stmaryswestfield.org/
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St. Mary High School students are once 

again selling the WIN/WIN raffle tickets 

until December 18
th
.  For $5.00 per ticket, 

you will be entered into a daily drawing 

during the month of January.  There is a 

total of $5,000 cash prizes!  These popular 

raffle tickets make great stocking stuffers 

and Christmas gifts! Please call the High School or stop by to get 

your WIN/WIN Tickets. 

 

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift STM alumni? We have 

sweatshirts, polo shirts, golf hats and other spirit wear with the 

SAINTS insignia available in the high school.  Please stop by or 

call for more information. 

 

Are you an eighth grade student looking for a great high school 

experience? We are now accepting registrations for prospective 

freshmen. The mission of Saint Mary High School, serving 

Westfield and the surrounding communities for over 100 

years, is to educate our students in a comprehensive college 

preparatory curriculum.  Through a demanding academic 

program, students are challenged to reach their highest 

potential.  Guided by the Gospel message and supported by 

parents, students are prepared in matters of faith and moral 

development.  We value a caring and diverse community 

environment, inspiring students to mature into responsible 

young people.  We have the lowest tuition rate of any regional 

parochial high school and 98% of our graduates continue their 

education. Come see why St. Mary High School students 

„LIGHT THE WAY TO THE FUTURE‟.  Log onto 

www.stmaryhs.com or email Kim Jaszek at 

kjaszek@stmaryhs.com for more information. 

 

ADVANCEMENT  
 

The Advancement Office is hosting a Santa 

Breakfast Coffee Hour!  Come join us 

December 13 after the 10 o'clock mass for a 

festive celebration.  We'll have crafts and treats 

for the kids and a special visit from Santa. 

 

Looking for a Special Christmas Gift this 

year?  Consider honoring your loved one 

with a brick in St. Mary’s Centennial 

Patio.  The gift of a patio brick honoring a 

living or deceased loved one is a beautiful and 

lasting way to pay tribute to those who are 

important to your life.  Please contact Kristin Hagan in the 

Advancement Office (stmarydev@comcast.net or 568-1160) for 

more information or to place an order! 

 

~ Save the Date ~  

St. Maryõs Schools  

5th  Annual Wine Tasting  

February 27, 2010  

Tekoa Country Club  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

7th GRADE CCD: Tonight, November 29th from 6:30-8:00 all of 

our 7th grade CCD students will be involved in part 3 of the “Called 

to Protect” Workshop. All 7th grade parents should have received 
information about this program.  

THE GIVING TREE: is on the altar. Please help to brighten a 

child‟s Christmas by taking a name and returning a wrapped gift to 

the church or CCD office by December 16th. Thank you for your 

generosity! 

FIRST GRADE CCD: for children and parents will be today, 

Sunday, Dec. 6th. We will gather for the 10:00 Mass and then 

proceed to the elementary school. Please bring your chapter 
reviews! 

GRADE 2 PARENT MEETING: This important meeting will be 

held Tues, Dec. 8th at 7:15 (following the 6:15 pm Mass in the 

elementary school). Childcare will be provided. The second grade 
students do not need to attend. 

CCD students that attend Monday or Tuesday classes will be 

attending Mass for the Holy Day of Obligation on Dec. 7th and/or 
8th.   We invite parents to join them in the celebration. 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT REHEARSAL: will be December 21st. 

Please sign up using the forms or call the CCD office. The pageant 

will be part of the December 24th 5:30 Mass. 

BRIGHTSIDE ANGELS: For over 100 years, our community 

has supported Brightside for Families and children, a member of 

the Sisters of Providence Health System. Brightside helps 

children and families who are struggling and in need of care, 

with residential treatment for youth aged six to sixteen, and 

comprehensive outreach services.   Next Sunday (December 12, 

13
th
) will be “Brightside Angel Sunday.”  Before and after 

services, we will be selling Brightside items including the Paper 

Angel for $1.00.  Proceeds from this year‟s Angel Sunday will 

benefit the programs and services provided by Brightside.  

Please consider purchasing an item for this worthy cause. 

PRAYER GROUP: We will be meeting December 13
th
 from 

3:30 to 4:30 at the Parish Center.  Please come and join us for 

fellowship and community prayer as we bring our petitions 

before the Lord using the Scriptural Rosary.  We will have 

booklets and rosaries to borrow if necessary.  Prayer requests 

and questions are welcome.  Please call Joanne Bagge at 562-

5484.  Hope to see you there. 

Teaching Mass: Father Brian McGrath would like to extend an 

invitation to the community to attend a teaching mass. This will be 

held at the church on January 24, 2010 at 3:00 pm. Together we will 

have the opportunity to make our mass experience more meaningful.  

This will be a complete Catholic Mass with additional “teachings”.  

Fr. Brian will explain to those present some of our unique beliefs 

and discuss the history of various parts of the Mass.  Be prepared to 

learn a little, and experience the Mass in a new way.  Please call the 

office of Religious Education at 568-1127 with any questions. 

“FAIR TRADE” FAIR: On Dec. 13th, after all masses, Mr. 

Madigan‟s 11th Grade CCD Class will be holding a Fair Trade Fair.  

The items that they will be selling have been made by people all 

around the world.  These people have been paid a living wage for 

these items.  Please consider helping out with this cause. 

http://www.stmaryhs.com/
mailto:kjaszek@stmaryhs.com
mailto:stmarydev@comcast.net
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Sabias que en el desierto de Atacama, al norte de Chile, sucede 

cada cierto tiempo un fenómeno único en el mundo. Esta región, 

una de las más áridas del planeta, después de varios años de 

paisaje lúgubre y seco, se transforma, por las lluvias, en lo que se 

conoce como el Desierto Florido. En las últimas dos décadas este 

fenómeno se ha repetido en los años 1983, 1987, 1991 y 

finalmente con la histórica precipitación del 12 de julio de 1997, 

donde el agua caída registró la cifra récord de 96 mm en tan sólo 

15 horas, algo totalmente inusual para el Desierto de Atacama. 

El paisaje árido se transforma en un espectáculo único y de 

sorprendente colorido. Inicialmente con un manto de color verde 

desde el mes de julio y agosto para alcanzar toda esa gama 

multicolor en el mes de septiembre, donde flores, insectos y 

otros animales tapizarán grandes extensiones de la Región de 

Atacama. Las lluvias hacen que pequeñas semillas y bulbos, que 

se han mantenido por años enterrados en el desierto, germinen y 

crezcan dando vida a plantas de variadas características y 

hermosas flores multicolores. Asociadas a ellas surgen una gran 

cantidad de insectos, aves, generando un muy especial 

ecosistema, donde todos los elementos de la naturaleza conviven 

en armonía durante todo el tiempo que las condiciones climáticas 

lo permiten, volviendo con los meses a una situación de latencia 

hasta las próximas nuevas lluvias. Contemplar este espectáculo, 

habiendo conocido la realidad del desierto que se adueña de esta 

región del mundo durante largos años, debe ser una experiencia 

inolvidable. Es ser testigo de la vida que no se da nunca por 

vencida. Siempre está esperando el momento propicio para 

renacer y explotar en destellos de luz y de color. Me vino a la 

memoria este fenómeno natural cuando leí en el comienzo del 

Evangelio según san Marcos la frase que encabeza el Encuentro 

con la Palabra del día de hoy: “Una voz grita en el desierto”. Eso 

es lo que Juan el Bautista significó para el pueblo de Israel. Lo 

que estaba anunciando era la llegada del Mesías: “Después de mí 

viene uno más poderoso que yo, que ni siquiera merezco 

agacharme para desatarle la correa de sus sandalias”. El profeta 

Juan anunció la vida, pero la vida estaba ya presente... Dentro de 

cada uno de nosotros está presente el Reino de Dios y está 

tratando de brotar y germinar para transformar el rostro del 

mundo. Hace algunos días la revista de Teología Pastoral, Sal 

Terrae, traía un título muy sugestivo que me parece que expresa 

muy bien lo que trato de decir: “El roble está latente en el fondo 

de la bellota”. En el fondo de toda realidad, está presente ya la 

vida de Dios que brotar como una fuente inagotable. La voz de 

Juan se escuchó en medio de la aridez de su pueblo para decirles: 

“que debían volverse a Dios”. Fue como la lluvia que anunció la 

llegada de la vida al desierto que llevaba muchos años dormido y 

oculto. Al interior de cada uno de nosotros, en el fondo de 

nuestro corazón, están presentes siempre las semillas del Reino 

que necesitan ser regadas por las lluvias generosas para que 

despierten de su letargo prolongado y vuelvan a reverdecer 

llenando con su color, con su fragancia y su luz, los paisajes de 

nuestra vida y la vida de nuestros pueblos. 

Invitación: preparémonos para las 

fiestas de Navidad del 15 a 23 de 

Diciembre celebraremos la misa a 

las 5 a.m.   

Compartir: el sábado 19 de 

Diciembre compartiremos un 

desayuno después de la misa de 

aguinaldo.  

Advent Reflection 
Joseph: Disciple; Husband; Father 

 

 
 

The birth of Jesus Christ took place in this manner: when His 

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph (yet before they lived 

together), she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 

Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, was unwilling to 

expose her to shame. Therefore he decided to divorce her 

quietly. Such was Joseph’s intention when, behold, an Angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said: “Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife and into your 

home! It is through the Holy Spirit this child has been conceived 

in her! She will bear a son and you are to name Him Jesus, for 

He will save His people from their sins!” (Matthew 1:18-21) 

 Within the history of Christian Redemption, Joseph is 

an important and central figure. Like his wife Mary (and her 

cousin John the Baptizer), Joseph is one of the few relatives of 

Jesus who is clearly mentioned and praised throughout Sacred 

Scripture. The Holy Gospels speak of Joseph as a prayerful and 

obedient child of God (Matthew 2:13-15); they speak of him as a 

nurturing husband and father (Luke 2:16); they speak of him as a 

well-known and respected member of society (John 6:42).  

 One thing Scripture does not do, surprisingly, is quote 

him! Never once, for any reason or in any place, is Joseph 

quoted! Perhaps he was too busy listening and obeying to get 

bogged down with talking and doubting?         

 Typically, Joseph is viewed and treated as the second 

most important Saint within Christendom; gracefully standing by 

and behind his beloved wife Mary. For this reason, Pope Pius IX 

officially declared him the Patron Saint of the Universal Church 

in 1870. Within 1955, Pope Pius XII entrusted Joseph with the 

supernatural role of combating atheistic communism here on 

earth. During 1962, Pope John XXIII confidently inserted 

Joseph’s name into our longest and most ornate Eucharistic 

Prayer. Unofficially, he is also known to assist those struggling 

with doubt, anxiety, unemployment, illness, injustice, even the 

sale of an unwanted house – Praise the Lord! 

 We have been consistently reminded by Popes John 

Paul II and Benedict XVI of humanity‟s great need for authentic 

heroes; Joseph is such a person. Within our suffering Nation, we 

daily yearn for authentic masculinity; Joseph is our guide. 

Socially, we are known to expect little and settle for even less; 

Joseph never disappoints. How can one person possess so much? 

Joseph has Jesus; therefore, Joseph lacks nothing!  

Seek God first, and God’s righteousness, and all good 

things will follow! (Matthew 6:33) 

--Father James W. Longe  
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Readings for the Week of December 6, 2009 
 

Sun:   Bar 5:1-9/Phil 1:4-6/Lk 3:1-6 

Mon: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26 

Tue: Gn 3:9-15,20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Wed: Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30 

Thu: Is 41:13-20/Mt 11:11-15 

Fri: Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19 

Sat: Zec 2:14-17/Lk 1:26-38 

Next Sun: Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7Lk 3:10-18 

 

On behalf of the members of the St. 

Vincent de Paul Society we wish to 

extend our profound gratitude to 

everyone who helped us successfully 

complete another Thanksgiving Food 

Drive.  To Kay Mowatt, her teachers 

and staff, who assisted in directing the 

Grades 1-6 CCD non-perishable food drive, and to the 

students and parents who donated the food, we extend our 

deepest appreciation.  Turkeys were provided by St. Mary‟s 

parishioners, St. Vincent de Paul members, the CCD staff, 

“special friends” and through generous financial donations.  

Additionally, bags of potatoes, tote bags, breads and desserts 

were donated by members of the Society.  Again, many, 

many thanks to all who participated so generously.  The 

mission of the Society is to help the poor and suffering.  The 

accomplishment of the mission is dependent upon the 

generosity of our community.  We are deeply grateful to all 

who continue to help us with their contributions to the food 

pantry.  Non-perishable food may continue to be left at the 

back of the church where members of St. Vincent de Paul 

are happy to pick them up and bring them to the food pantry.  

God Bless.  Brud & Cynthia Coffey, Co-chairpersons of the 

drive. 
 

NOVEMBER BAPTISMS:  We lift up in a special way the 

following children.  In the waters of Baptism they were 

washed clean of sin, received the new life of Christ through 

the gift of the Holy Spirit and were welcomed into the body 

of Christ, his Church.  May they continue to grow in his 

grace.  Blessings on them and their families: 

 

Nicholas Joseph Acevedo Roan Micah Boeri 

Matthew Joseph Morales  Madison Mae Mularski 

Vincent Carmine Sarnelli        Antonio Juan Santiago 

Hannah Marie Sherman  Evelyn Grace Watroba 

 

VOCATIONS VIEW:  John the 

Baptist cried out and made ready for 

the Lord.  Who will promote the 

Gospel in our community? (Luke 

3:1-6).  If you think God is calling 

you, call Fr. Gary Dailey at the 

Vocations Office 452-0816, or email 

at vocations@diospringfield.org 

THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST: Pope Benedict XVI has 

declared June 2009 to June 2010 as the “Year for Priests”. The 

theme for the priestly year is “Faithfulness of Christ, 

Faithfulness of Priests”. Its purpose is to encourage what the 

Pope calls “the yearning for spiritual perfection” in priests.  

  

     Only God can fully sustain a priest in his vocation, but 

Catholics can also provide everyday support and 

encouragement. PRAY FOR YOUR PRIEST. Encourage others 

to do the same. You might consider designating a daily chore or 

activity as a sacrificial offering for your priest. Or you might 

say a particular prayer every day for him. Let your priest know 

that you are praying for him. He will appreciate your spiritual 

support. During difficult moments, he will know that your 

prayers are helping to sustain him.  

 

òNow if you who are an imperfect being and who have 

not the most delicate concep tion of all that is fine in 

life would have wished for the loveliest of mothers, do 

you think that our Blessed Lord, who not only pre -

existed His own mother but who had an infinite power 

to make her just what He chose, would in virtue of all 

the infinite d elicacy of His spirit make her any less 

pure and loving and beautiful that you would have made 

your own mother?ó 
 

- Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen on the Feast 

of the Immaculate Conception (Dec. 8th) 
 

 

COLD AND FLU SEASON IS HERE.  So please keep in 

mind three things: 

1) Refrain from receiving from the cup if you are feeling ill 

or have a cold.  Eucharistic Ministers are taught to wipe the 

chalice with a clean part of the purificator, and the chalices are 

washed with hot, soapy water after every Mass.  But if you do 

not feel well, please do not receive from the cup.  The fullness 

of Jesus‟ presence is in either species (bread or wine).  If you 

are not receiving from the chalice, it is customary to make a 

bow when you pass by as a sign of respect.   

2) You are encouraged to receive the Sacred Body on your 

hands rather than the tongue (to avoid passing on saliva to the 

Eucharistic Minister).  

3) Some people choose to make the sign of peace through a 

wave or a bow rather than shaking hands.  Please don‟t take it 

as a sign of disrespect. It is sometimes awkward to adjust, but 

a courteous wave back is a friendly response. 
 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS:  Anyone having a bulletin 

announcement for the Dec. 19
th

 & 20
th

 bulletin must have it 

into the rectory by THURSDAY, 12/10 at 4 PM.  

Submissions for the Dec. 26
th

 & 27
th

 bulletin are due by 

FRIDAY, 12/11 at 4PM, the Jan. 2
nd

  & 3
rd

 bulletin 

announcements must be in by FRIDAY, 12/18 at 4 PM and 

announcements for Jan. 23
rd

  & 24
th

 must be in the rectory 

by WEDNESDAY, 1/13 at 4 PM. 
 

----------------------------------------- 
 

ALL 2009 ENVELOPES MUST BE TURNED IN BY 

JAN. 6, 2010 FOR 2009 TAX PURPOSES. 
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St. Maryõs Parish Christmas Wish List 
Rectory/Church 

562-5477 

 
New Parish Sign:   We have a dream of a new sign for the parish.  Such a landmark would indicate our Church, 

Rectory, ORE, Elementary School and High School.  It would add beauty and function ality.  We are looking for a sign 
that would have the option of putting up a message or display flyers of upcoming events (almost like an informational 
kiosk).  [$3,000]  
 

Church Walkway:   It is hoped to add a sidewalk along the west side of the church (closest to Maryôs grotto).  
Many people walk along the grass there and a walkway would make it safer and more convenient.  
 [$ 5,000 or increments of $100]  
 

Winter Salt        Bark Mulch       Top Soil 
 

Computer Printer Cartridges: 1 3A Q2613 to      use on a HP LaserJet 1300 printer  
Paper Supplies                       Stamps                         Staples Gift Cards                   Food Gift Cards  

 
Electric Can Opener                      Automatic Coffee Pot:  20 cup Bunn-o-Matic style  

 
Gift for the Youth G roup:   Consider stocking their snack and drink cabinet  

 

Advancement 
568-1160 

 
Flatscreen Computer Monitor:   17ò ï 19 
 Printer Cartridges for HP 5550: #57,#56, #58      
Stamps, paper, envelopes                                                               
Staples Gift Cards  

 
Elementary School 

568-2388  
Stamps  
Copy Paper  
BandAids  
Business envelopes with 2 windows                                                                                
Electric Pencil Sharpener  
Staples Gift Cards                                                    
White Board Markers: all colors  
White Board Erasers                                                      
Donations of $9.25 each for 15 National 
Geography Bee T -Shirts for Grades 4 -8     
2 AED  machines with trainers    
Wood  Chips for the Playscape  
Bottles of Hand Sanitizer  
Clorox Wipes   

Pre-School 
568-2388 

 
Sandbox  
Desk top scanner or copier  
Globe for the classroom  
Digital camera with lithium batteries  

 
 
 

High School 
568-5692 

 
Kitchen:  Any stainless steel utensils, restaurant style            
can opener 
  Any appliances, especially Microwave  
Kleenex  
Hand sanitizers  
Gift Cards  to Barnes &  Noble or Staples  
 
 

ORE 
568-1127 

 
Stamps & White envelopes           
New Computer Mouse  
Staples Gift Card  
90 Cup Coffee Pot  
 

Maintenance 
562-5477 

 
Hand tools:  screwdrivers, wrenches,     

sockets, etc. 
Brooms & Dustpans  
Vacuums  
Uniform Winter Coats  

Grass Catcher for lawn mower  
Bob Cat  
Back Pack Blower  
Work Light Stand Up  
Professional Hopper Sand & Salt Spreader  
Walk Behind High Output Sprea der  
Truck Ram



 

 

 


