ST. MARY'S

WESTFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, February 13
4:00 PM  Andrew Boylan (27" anniv. from daughter &
grandchildren)
Calvin Annino, Sr. (23 anniv. from wife, children,
grandchildren & great grandchildren)
Sunday, February 14 VALENTINE’S DAY
7:00 AM Living & deceased victims of the earthquake in Haiti
(from a parishioner)
8:30 AM  Robert E. Cusack, Sr. (23" anniv. from Tommy &
Holly Cusack & family)

10:00 AM Paul Allen + (Wedd. Anniv. Rem. from wife)
11:30 AM
5:15PM Youth Mass
Monday, February 15
8:30 AM In honor of Fr. Jim Longe in the year of the Priest

(from a parishioner)
Tuesday, February 16
8:30 AM Taddeo Mattia + (Wedd. Anniv. Rem. from wife,
Filomena)
Wednesday, February 17 ASH WEDNESDAY
8:30 AM  Brian Beckius + (birth. rem. from Ruth & Ben DiSanto)
6:15 PM
Thursday, February 18
8:30 AM  Pro Populo (“For the People™)
Friday, February 19
8:30 AM  Sheila Meyer (from the Egan family)
Saturday, February 20
4:00 PM Anita Barto (from Dante & Madeline Molta)
Ruby Mulvenna (1* anniv. from family)
Sunday, February 21
7:00 AM  William Hardina (9" anniv. from daughter, Barbara)
8:30 AM  Phyllis Jacovino (5th anniv. from Richard & Janice
Butcher)
Joseph Florek, Sr. (3™ anniv. from wife & family)
10:00 AM  Francis Della Luna (10th anniv. from Sophie)
11:30 AM

Flowers on the Altar last week were in memory of:

%  Donna J. Reed-Hannifan 1% anniv. from mother & sisters

Flowers on the Altar this week are in memory of:

%+ Patrick H. Dowd birthdays rem. from family

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful flowers on our
altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the Church. It is
easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor someone who has
passed away or celebrate a great event in someone’s life.

Please remember _in your prayers: Caryn Cousineau, Luz Marie
Sanchez, Hazel Sweenor, Maura Halloran, Edward Lecuyer,
Vincenzo Penna & Pablo Rodriguez

We steward our treasure... The collection for last week, 2/7, totaled
$13,843.50 (we aim for $13,000 per week). This came through 572
adult envelopes, 0 children’s envelopes, with $875.50 in loose cash.

Thanks to all who do give so generously. It is through your support
that we can do all that we do.

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR

If I speak in human and angelic tongues, yet do not have LOVE,
I am no better than a noisy gong or a clashing cymbal.

And if I have the gift of prophecy, comprehending all
mysteries with all knowledge, having enough faith to move
mountains, yet do not have LOVE, | am nothing.

If 1 give away everything | own, handing my body over
for glory, yet do not have LOVE, I gain nothing.

For LOVE is patient, LOVE is kind. It is not jealous or
boastful. It is not arrogant or rude. LOVE never imposes itself.

It is neither quick-tempered nor resentful. It does not
rejoice in what is wrong, but instead, rejoices in what is right.

LOVE bears all things; believes all things; hopes all
things; endures all things. LOVE never fails.

As for prophesies, they will pass away. As for tongues,
they will cease. As for knowledge, it too will end. For our
knowledge is imperfect, and our prophesying is imperfect. Yet
when perfection comes, the imperfect will pass away.

When | was a child, | spoke like a child; | thought like a
child; | reasoned like a child. And when | became a man, | gave
up my childish ways.

For we presently see in a mirror, dimly; soon, we shall
see face to face. Now | know partially; soon, | shall fully
understand, as | am already fully understood.

Therefore: Faith, Hope and LOVE remain, these three.
And the greatest of these is LOVE! (1 Corinthians 13)

BLESSED SAINT

For God so loVed the world,
He gAve
His onLy
begottEn
SoN.
That whoever
Believeth In Him,
Should Not perish,

But have Everlasting life!
(John 3:16)

DAY WEEKEND!
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This Week at St

SCHOOL VACATION WEEK
President’s Day: RECTORY CLOSED/NO CCD
6:15 PM Baptism Class — Center
6:30 PM  Evangelio San Lucas — Church

Mon 2/15

Tue 2/16 NO CCD
7 PM Circulo de Oracion — Lower Church
Wed 2/17 ASH WEDNESDAY

8:30 AM  Mass with Ashes — Upper Church
9 AM -6 PM Adoration & Benediction — Upper Church
12:00 PM  Ski trip leaves
6 PM Folk Group Practice
6:15 PM Bilingual Mass with Ashes — Upper Church
Thu 2/18 7PM Choir Rehearsal — Church
7PM Cursillo — Center
K OF C COLLECTION FOR SEMINARIANS
8 AM Retiro Parroquial — ES
6 PM USP Bingo Event at St Mary HS (flyer below)
Sun 2/21 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
8 AM EI Camino — ES
8 AM RCIA - Church & Rectory
10:00 AM Little Church — ES
2PM RCIA Rite of Election — St. Michael’s Spfld

Sat  2/20

2/27 Wine Tasting; 3/4 Ministers Evening of Renewal; 3/5 ES Butter
Braid sales begin; 3/11 STMHS Spring Musical; 3/13Di oces an
Conference; 3/15-19 St. Francis Xavier Novena; 3/27 STMHS Auction

N

RCIA: This week we begin the season of
Lent with special Masses on Ash
Wednesday. Lent is a great time to pray for
each other. It is customary to sacrifice
something during the 40 days or to take on
a special devotion. Could you do so for those who are
preparing for initiation into our Church? It would be a
concrete way that we pray for each other: one Body of Christ.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL: The Catholic
Communications ministry of the Springfield Diocese invites
parishioners to share in celebrating the ongoing successes of
the Annual Catholic Appeal on TV, online and in print during
the upcoming weekend. In the Feb. 12" issue of The
Catholic Observer, readers will learn about how the ACA-
funded Mont Marie Day Care Center in Holyoke and the
Broderick House shelter in that city care for the most
vulnerable among us. The Feb. 13" edition of the
newsmagazine “Real to Reel”, airing at 7 PM on WWLP-
22NEWS, will show the love of Christ in action at Bethlehem
House pregnancy center in Easthampton, the Catholic Youth
Center in Pittsfield and Mont Marie Child Care Center and
Broderick House in Holyoke — all ministries that rely on
ACA funds to continue their missions. More on all of these
stories can be found at www.iobserve.org.

SCOUT SUNDAY will be celebrated today, February 14" at
the 10 am Mass with a Coffee Hour to follow.

TODAY, (Feb.14™) after the 10 AM Mass, Mercy Health
Care will be available to take Blood Pressures and give
information about the services that they offer. Please stop by
their table at the Coffee Hour.

SH WEDNESDAY Masses will be celebrated 4.

ere at 8:30 am & 6:15 pm. If this is not  ~%
convenient, how about going to one of our sister iy
and brother churches: Holy Trinity has Masses
at 7AM, 12:10 & 7 PM; Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament has
Masses at 7 AM, 3:30 & 7 PM; St. Peter and St. Casimir has
Masses at 7:15 AM & 5 PM.

Ash Wednesday is the entrance rite for Lent. Throughout this
Lenten season our liturgical services will begin with a few
thoughts that will help us focus our attentive listening to the
word of God. The use of ashes originally signified mourning
and contrition. In the early Church the use of ashes was a
penitential ceremony to mark those who had committed serious
public sin. At the beginning of Lent sinners were cast out of the
church in order to perform penitence and works of charity so that
they may return to the church on Holy Thursday to be
reconciled. Today the use of ashes marks us with a sign of faith
and initiates a call to pray, fast, and give to the poor without
calling attention to ourselves.  On Ash Wednesday we enter
into the time established for the purification of our souls. (see
Sourcebook, 2010 and Circular Letter Concerning the
Preparation and Celebration of the Easter Feasts, 1988)

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held each Friday during

e n 6 dentin the upper church at 6:30 PM. All are welcome!

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT: Bishop McDonnell has called for
all Catholic Churches to be open on Wednesday nights
throughout Lent. We already have adoration in the lower
Church each Wednesday from 9:00 am until Benediction at 6:00
pm. There is a Mass in Spanish at 6:00 pm and we will continue
to leave the church open until 7:30 pm. Stop by for a moment of
quiet, a chance to talk with a priest or have your confession
heard.

Conversion to Christ, believing in the Gospel, ultimately
means this: to exit the illusion of s elf-sufficiency in order to
di scover and accept
others and God, the need of His forgiveness and His
friendship. So we understand how faith is altogether
different from a natural, good -feeling, obvious fact:
humility is required to accept that | need another to free

me from owhat is mine, 6 to

Hi s. 6 Thi s happens especially
Reconciliation and t he
action, we may enter into

that of love, the justice that recognizes itself in every
case more a debtor than a creditor, because it has
received more than could ever have been expected

dotimeendesl ofo wn

gi ve

Euchari
tibe

Readings for the Week of February 14,2010

Sun:  Jer 17:5-8/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26
Mon: James 1:1-11/Mark 8:11-13

Tue:  James 1:12-18/Mark 8:14-21

Wed: Joel 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20-6:2/Mt 6:1-6/16-18
Thu:  Duet 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25

Fri: Isaiah 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15

Sat: Isaiah 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32

Next Sun: Deut 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13

I
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Greetings from St. Mary’s Elementary
School! Many of you will remember
that five years ago, Sr. Gill celebrated
her Golden Jubilee as a Sister of St.
Joseph.  In honor of that wonderful
occasion, Sr. Gill, in conjunction with
the Foundation of the Roman Catholic
Diocese, created an endowment for Tuition Assistance for
students at STMES. At Jubilee time and since then, several
people have responded to our request and the endowment is
in place. Now | am reminding you once again about this
opportunity to help some needy student or family at STMES.
If you wish to help, please send donations to the SR. M.
GILL REILLEY ENDOWMENT FUND, in care of Kristin
Hagan, our Advancement Director at 86 Mechanic St.
Westfield. Thank you in advance.

God bless you, Sr. Christine

ST. MARY HIGH SCHOOL

St Mary High School Drama
Club is presenting its Spring
Musical, “Bells are Ringing” on
March 11" 12", and 13" at St
Mary High School. The play
was written by Betty Comden
and Adolph Green with music by
Jule Styne. It takes place in New York City in the early
1960°s. Susanswerphone is a business that has now been
replaced by your answering machine. Ella, is an operator,
who gets very involved in the client’s lives, trying to help
them, including a playwright, “who just plays and doesn’t
write”, a dentist who only wants to write music, and an out of
work actor. There are many memorable songs in this play
including, “Just in Time”, I Met a Girl”, “Long Before I
Knew You” and “The Party’s Over”. Come enjoy an evening
of dancing, singing, and a good feeling! Tickets are $10 for
adults and $5 for students and senior citizens. Curtain is at
7:30 each evening. For more information call St. Mary High
School at 413-568-5692.

AAAAAAAAA

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011: Fr. Brian will be leading a
group from Western Massachusetts to the next World Youth
Day in Madrid, Spain. The trip will take place August 8-22,
2011. We will spend a few days in Barcelona and
Montserrat, then be hosted with other Catholic families in the
diocese of Zaragoza. Our pilgrimage then spends a week of
learning, growth and celebration in Madrid culminating with
Mass with the Pope. The trip will cost $1,895 with twin
occupancy but we will be doing fundraising to help students
defray the cost. Space is very limited and we are looking for
sign-ups by this summer. For more information, please call
Fr. Brian (562-5477) or Francisco at C-tours, inc. at (877)
595-6027 or email: franky@c-toursin.com.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: Last
weekend after all masses, our CCD
students collected for the Souper Bowl of
Caring. Thanks to your generosity, we
were able to donate $500 to the St. Vincent
de Paul Society at St. Mary’s. St. Vincent De Paul helps
many needy families throughout this area. Many thanks to
those who so generously gave to this worthwhile cause.

SUNDAY SCHOOL “LITTLE CHURCH”: will be closed
February 21% because of school vacation. We will see you all
on February 28"

CCD CLASSES held at the parish center and school will not
meet February 15" and 16™ due to school vacation. Please
check your home class schedule.

INTERFAITH SEMINAR: On Sunday night, February 28",
from 6:30-8:00 PM, an Interfaith Seminar will be presented
to the 10" grade classes. The speakers will be Imam Rasul
Karim Seifullah, Rabbi Robert Sternberg and Eric Ranstrom,
a PhD Candidate in Religious Studies from Boston College,
with a special interest in Interreligious Dialogue. He is also a
1998 Graduate of St. Mary’s High School. They will present
basic information about Islam, Judaism, and Christianity with
a special focus on respect for human life and social justice,
respectively and answer questions from the audience.

BOOK DISCUSSION: Please join us for an information
book discussion about Max Lucado’s 3:16, the Numbers of
Hope. Max Lucado is decidedly inspired and inspiring. He
has written multiple bestsellers, and here’s why: His message
is honest and intelligent, poignant, and at times amusing.
Above all else, this book is beautiful and hopeful in a way
that makes the reader want to live in a new way. We will
meet at St. Mary’s High School on March 25Mat 7 p.m. If
you would like to purchase a book for a nominal fee, or have
any questions, please call Joanne at 562-5484. All are
welcome, light refreshments will be served.

ESSENTIAL CATECHIST TRAINING BEING
OFFERED: It is not necessary to have attended any of the
previously offered sessions. Essential Catechist Training
(ECT) can be taken in any order. Jump right in and join the
many other catechists that have already begun their journey.
Sessions 3, 4, and 5 will be taught on Saturday February 27"
at St. Catherine of Sienna in Springfield, and sessions 1
through 5 will be taught on Tuesdays beginning March 2™ at
St. Stanislaus in Chicopee. Contact St. Mary’s ORE at 562-
5484 for more information, or to register.

VOCATIONS VIEW: Jesus reminds us who are the blessed
and warns us about who are cursed. Pray that you may be
among those who are blessed. (Luke 6:17, 20-26). If you
think God is calling you, call Fr. Gary Dailey at the
Vocations Office 452-0816, or email at
g.dailey@diospringfield.org.
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Sabias QUE LA CUARESMA Es el tiempo litrgico de
conversion, que marca la Iglesia para prepararnos a la gran fiesta
de la Pascua. Es tiempo de arrepentirse de nuestros pecados y de
cambiar algo de nosotros para ser mejores y poder vivir mas
cerca de Cristo. La Cuaresma dura 40 dias; comienza con el
miércoles de ceniza y termina el jueves santo, con la misa
vespertina. La imposicién de ceniza el 17 de febrero de 2010
debe significar en nosotros que estamos dispuestos a recibir de
Dios el perddn de nuestros pecados. Con la imposicion de ceniza
manifestamos publicamente nuestra condicion de pecadores con
el deseo sincero de volver a Dios por Jesucristo en la Iglesia,
dejando a un lado todo lo que se opone al amor de Dios y al
amor auténtico de nuestros hermanos. EIl color litdrgico es el
morado que significa luto y penitencia. ¢Por qué cuarenta dias?
El nimero 40 hace referencia a distintos sucesos en la historia de
Israel y posteriormente en la vida de la Iglesia. Por ejemplo: 40
dias tardo el diluvio universal. 40 afios dur6 la peregrinacién de
los israelitas por el desierto hacia la tierra prometida. 40 dias
estuvo Moisés en el Monte Sinai dedicado a hablar con Dios y
preparando las normas que habrian de regir al pueblo. 40 dias
caminé Elias por el desierto, sin probar alimento hasta llegar al
monte Orbe donde puedo percibir a Dios 40 dias estuvo Jesus en
el desierto ayunando, ahi vencié las tentaciones que Satanas le
presentd: el poder, el placer y el sentirse autdnomo frente a Dios.
“Los signos de la cuaresma nos lleva a la conversion” y estos
son el ayuno la abstinencia, la penitencia la oracion que se
resume en la conversion Estudiar los signos de la cuaresma y
contestar las siguientes preguntas: ;Qué significa este signo?
¢En que nos ayudaria en nuestra vida? Citar algin ejemplo
donde JesUs tuvo una participacion directa con este signo ¢A que
nos compromete? AYUNO: es la practica de limitar el consumo
de comida y bebida para imitar los sufrimientos de Cristo
durante su pasion y a través de toda su vida terrena. El ayuno nos
recuerda que la conversion afecta y debe afectar todas las areas
de nuestra vida. ABSTENENCIA: es la virtud que consiste en
privarse total o parcialmente de satisfacer los apetitos. La
privacion de determinados alimentos o bebidas, en cumplimiento
de precepto religioso o de voto especial. Se puede aplicar a
cualquier tipo de abstencion. PENITENCIA: Es el acto de estar
convencidos plenamente de un cambio de vida lo cual se
representa a través de un sacrificio que ofreces a Dios por el
perdon de tus pecados y esta va acompafiada de la oracion.
ORACION: Diversos tipos de oracion: Con palabras del
evangelio, Cantando, en silencio, deja hablar a tu corazon, por
temas: como el perddn, la confianza, la conversion.
BUSCAMOS LUZ SOBRE EL TEMA. LA OVEJA PERDIDA.
Iniciativa amorosa del Padre. (Lc. 15, 4-7 ) LOS DOS
DEUDORES Amor con amor se paga. (_ Lc. 7 36-50 )
Reflexionar el mensaje de Dios en este tiempo de Cuaresma.
Recuerda : la cuaresma empieza con el miércoles de ceniza el
dia 17 de febrero. Misa Bilingiie 6.15 p.m

Retiro Cuaresmal: de nuestra parroquia “Comunidad” sera 20
de Febrero. A los grupos se le pedira responder a las siguientes
preguntas ;Cual es su mision y visién en nuestra parroquia?
¢Uno o dos planes para el afio 2010?. EI P. Diomedes Calle de la
parroquia de La Almas y Santisimo Sacramento estara
ayudandonos,

La comunidad del camino: Invita a las mujeres que desean vivir
un retiro los dias 26, 27,28 de febrero. Para informacion
contratar algin miembro de la Comunidad del Camino.

LENTEN REFLECTION
On the Last Words of Christ

Father, into Your hands |
commend My spirit! (Luke
23:46)

When properly done,
entering in and living out the
holy Season of Lent is never a
burden. Instead, it is a privilege.

Although following
Jesus into the “desert” of testing,
pain and purification (in mind,
body and soul) is not always easy
or enjoyable, we walk nonetheless. We confidently trust in
the One who faithfully leads the way (Matthew 11:28-30).

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith
in God, have faith also in Me . . . For where | am going, you
know the way.” Thomas replied, “Master, we do not know
where You are going, how can we know the way?” Jesus
continued: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No-one
goes to the Father but through me! If you know Me, you know
My Father as well!” (John 14:4-7)

Therefore, as Disciples, we courageously walk by
Faith and not by sight (2Corinthians 5:7). We do so with trust
and out of necessity. For the hungry spiritual heart requires
morsels of Christ-centered love, humility and obedience
before the temperamental flesh can find strength and
appreciation though a brutal Cross. For the foolishness of
God is wiser than any human; and the weakness of God is
stronger than all people (1Corinthians 1:22-25) — Amen!

Therefore, no-one lives for oneself, and no one dies
for oneself. For if we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die,
we die for the Lord! Therefore, whether we live or die, we are
the Lord’s! For this is why Christ died and came to life
again, so that He may be Lord of both the dead and the
living! (Romans 14:7-9)

To the eyes of flesh, all seemed lost and in vain
when Jesus was brutally nailed to the Roman tree of torture
(Matthew 27:39-44). Yet, through Spirit-moistened eyes of
Faith, we Christians experience His death very differently.

For us, no part of Jesus’ earthly life was a mistake or
failure. Instead, every moment of every day was guided and
redeemed by life-giving love! Supernatural love gushing
forth from the bosom of an invisible Father (1John 4:12),
perfectly united within the chest of a Saviour we can touch
(Isaiah 53)—Amazing!

As a spiritual family, as we journey into our first
week of Lent, like Jesus, we too confidently place all our
thoughts, words and actions into the supernatural hands of
our Heavenly Father (Deuteronomy 1:31). For who else could
be as worthy of our soul than the One from whom we live,
and move, and have our very being! (Acts 17:28) Gloria in
excelsis Deo . . ..

--Father James W. Longe
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St . Mar yos Schooc
5" Annual Wine Tasting

An evening of specialty wines, brews,
hors ddoeuvres and musi c

Saturday, February 27, 2010
6pm-9pm
Tekoa Country Club
$30.00 per person

Hosted by: Westfield Spirit Shop
Sponsored by: Westfield Bank
and Advance Manufacturing

Being honored this night are the
Distinguished Alumni of the Year
Rev. Hugh Crean and Mrs. Clare Fouch é

Please make your checks payableto: St . Maryd6s Advancement
And send to: 86 Mechanic Street, Westfield, MA 01085

Name: Phone:
Address:
# of Tickets: Total enclosed:

** | cannot attend, but have enclosatbduatible donatio8 to . Mar v 6 B thdanouwntrot e me n t
. Please send acknowledgement oftmy donation
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BINGO NIGHT
St Mary High School
27 Bartlett St, Westfield
Saturday, February 20th

Time: 6pm - 8:30pm
Doors open at 5:45pm

_ Admission is $5 which includes 1 hard card good
for 6 games and the coverall finale

_ $5 paper card pack with 3-squares for 8 games

- Cash or gift prizes for each game “’3?.%
ek : o @2
- Finale is 50/50 cash prize %0 '@,

- All money raised goes to help support our
Unified Sports Program. Check us out online at

www.unifiedsportsprogram.com

- Food and drinks will be sold in the cafeteria

Unitied Sports Program
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S l M A RY' HIGH SCHOOL. Creating Opportunities, Building Relationships, Improving Lives

Jor children and adults with developmental disabilities since 1952
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