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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, February 20 

 4:00 PM Anita Barto (from Dante & Madeline Molta) 

  Ruby Mulvenna (1
st
 anniv. from family) 

Sunday, February 21 

 7:00 AM William Hardina (9
th
 anniv. from daughter, Barbara)

 8:30 AM Phyllis Jacovino (5th anniv. from Richard & Janice 

   Butcher) 

  Joseph Florek, Sr. (3
rd

 anniv. from wife & family) 

 10:00 AM Francis Della Luna (10
th
 anniv. from Sophie) 

 11:30 AM  

Monday, February 22 
 8:30 AM Senator Edward Kennedy + (birth. rem. from the  

   Croteau family) 

Tuesday, February 23 

 8:30 AM Cecelia Bauer 

Wednesday, February 24 

 8:30 AM Pro Populo (“For the People”) 

Thursday, February 25 

 8:30 AM  

Friday, February 26 
 8:30 AM Joe & Ronnie Affenito 

 6:30 PM Stations of the Cross – Upper Church 

Saturday, February 27 

 4:00 PM William Noonan (2
nd

 anniv. from family) 

  Arthur & Marion Baillargeon (from William &  

   Jean Egan) 

Sunday, February 28 

 7:00 AM David Romani (14
th

 anniv. from family) 

 8:30 AM Ruth Madigan (from the Office of Rel. Ed.) 

 10:00 AM Laura Carlisle + (birth. rem. from Mary & Larry) 

  Madeleine Canarie (3
rd

 anniv. from family) 

 11:30 AM  

 5:15 PM Youth Mass 

 

 
 

Lenten Decorations on the Altar this week are in memory of: 
 

 Angie Sypytkowski 9
th

 anniv. from TLQ 

 Francis Della Luna 10
th

 anniv. from Sophie 

 Margaret Patryak birth. rem. from family 
 

If you would like to contribute towards the Lenten Decorations 

on our altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the 

Church. It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor 

someone who has passed away or celebrate a great event in 

someone’s life. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: Raymond Kehr, Bernard 

Santanella, Irene Gauthier & Patricia Clark 

 

We steward our treasure… The collection for last week, 2/14, 

totaled $12,404 (we aim for $13,000 per week). This came through 

552 adult envelopes, 0 children’s envelopes, with $762 in loose 

cash. 
 

Thanks to all who do give so generously. It is through your 

support that we can do all that we do. 

PASTOR’S COLUMN 

I’m sitting here deciding what to do for Lent.  I know as pastor 

there are countless things to do in the church or community: 

from hearing confessions at CCD, to weekly visits to the 2
nd

 

graders at our Elementary School, to the great St. Francis Xavier 

novena approaching in March, to RCIA rites and preparations, to 

Holy Week a few short weeks away … I could go on and on.  

And I really hope and pray that each duty, each responsibility 

will be a moment of grace and growth.  Consciously I choose to 

be available and involved. 

Lent also includes built in sacrifices and works of charity.  In 

fasting and abstinence I find a powerful call to the cross.  In 

keeping a rectory Rice Bowl I am daily reminded to be more 

charitable.  But this morning my reflection is more about what 

will I do personally.  On a personal level these last few years 

have been pretty tough.  I am looking at Lent as a time of 

renewal and conversion.   

I always like to do something that reminds me it is Lent every 

day.  Giving up chocolate or soda is not much in itself, but I am 

amazed at how prevalent they are around me.  Each time I pass a 

Coke machine, or am offered a piece of candy, or pass on a 

dessert is a moment to reaffirm it is Lent … the time is different 

… I need to be aware and steadfast in my journey to Easter.  I 

think I will give up chips this Lent. 

It seems like my greatest need is some more time for prayer and 

resting in God.  As a priest I am called to pray the Liturgy of the 

Hours.  I find myself in Church every day for a funeral, 

wedding, Mass or some other liturgy.  But I have fallen away 

from spending quiet time in Church. I love just puttering around: 

walking the stations of the cross or sitting in the dappled light of 

the stained glass praying the rosary … pausing in a busy day to 

be centered, be quiet, be in God’s embrace.  I am going to stop 

in the church each day that I am here to simply pray.  It may be 

five minutes or a whole hour.  It will be good to carve out some 

quiet time each day. 

I made bread this morning.  Not for a pasta supper or for 

Christmas baskets … simply just to make it.  It sits on the 

counter on its first rise.  When I get back from visiting 

parishioners at the hospital I will knead it and prepare it for 

baking.  This afternoon the kitchen will smell wonderful and 

tonight’s dinner promises to be a little more special.  Baking 

bread de-stresses me, it gives me a little treat to look forward to 

at the end of the day, it grounds me in memories of home and all 

the restaurants in which I’ve worked.  I will bake bread once a 

week. 

Two of the disciplines I have taken on mean more time, 

something that is already too scarce.  But this will be time spent 

resting in God.  In a life spinning so fast it will be good to get off 

the merry-go-round even for a brief moment. 

I hope and pray your Lenten sacrifice, devotion or work of 

charity will lead you closer to God, fill you with His grace and 

renew you in His Spirit.  Together let us journey through the 

desert of Lent to the joy of Easter. 

     pax.   Fr. b. 
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This Week at St. Mary’s 
 

Mon 2/22 4 PM 2-6 CCD – ES & Center 

  5:30 PM Daisies – ES  

  6 PM Cub Scout Pack 109 – HS  

  6:30 PM Evangelio San Lucas – Church 

  7 PM  Boy Scout Troop 109 – ES Café  

Tue 2/23 8:30 AM STM ES at Mass 

  9 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry – Rectory 

  4 PM 2-8 CCD – ES & Center 

  6 PM Deanery Meeting – St. Peter’s/St. Casimir’s 

  6:30 PM STM HS NHS Induction – HS 

  6:45 PM Being Catholic – Center   

  7 PM Circulo de Oracion – Lower Church 

Wed 2/24       9 AM –6 PM Adoration & Benediction  – Church 

  5:45 PM Faith Formation Commission – Center  

  6 PM Folk Group Practice  

              LOWER CHURCH OPEN UNTIL 7:30 PM 

  7 PM Bible Study – Center  

Thu 2/25     HALF DAY OF SCHOOL – IN SERVICE 

  7 PM Choir Rehearsal – Church 

  7 PM Youth Group – Center 3rd fl. 

  7 PM Adult Confirmation Class – HS  

  7 PM Cursillo – Center  

Fri  2/26 6:30 PM Stations of the Cross – Upper Church 

                           Retiro de Mujeres Weekend - Genesis 

Sat 2/27 6 PM STM Wine Tasting – Tekoa  

Sun 2/28 8 AM El Camino – ES 

  8:30 AM RCIA – Church & Rectory 

  10:00 AM Little Church – ES 

  4 PM Prayer Group – Parish Center Chapel 

  5:15 PM Youth Mass – Upper Church 

  6:30 PM Grades 7-11 CCD – HS/Center 
3/4 Liturgical Ministers Evening of Renewal; 3/5 ES Butter Braid sales 

begin; 3/8 Confraternity Evening of Reflection; 3/11 STMHS Spring 

Musical; 3/13 Diocesan Men’s Conference; 3/15-19 St. Francis Xavier 

Novena;  3/27 STMHS Auction; 3/28 Palm Sunday; 4/1 Holy Thursday; 

4/2 Good Friday; 4/3 Easter Vigil;  4/4 EASTER 

 

THE CONFRATERNITY OF THE MOST 

HOLY ROSARY is planning an Evening of 

Reflection on Monday, March 8
th

 at the Genesis.  

Members are requested to assemble at 5 PM for 

the celebration of the Mass in the Chapel.  The 

Mass will be followed by dinner.  Choices are: 

Sliced Turkey Breast or Herbed Chicken Breast, 

each meal is priced at $16.  Reservations must be made with 

Toni Hills; 50 Highland View St. (568-7961) no later than 

Monday, March 1
st
.  This is a special evening and we hope all 

will attend. 
 

StVdP:  The work of the Saint Vincent 

DePaul Society is on-going. Parishioners are 

asked to continue to make donations of non-

perishable food items. Donations may be 

placed in baskets located at the entrances of 

the Church. Volunteers will pick up these 

items and later distribute them as needed. The pantry is 

especially in need of canned meat and fish, cereal, juice and 

coffee.  Personal care items such as soap, toothpaste and 

toilet paper are also needed. Thank you to all who donate to 

this special cause. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF 

ADULTS:  This weekend we celebrate the 

Rite of Sending.  7 Candidates and 2 

Catechumen will be sent from our parish to St. 

Michael’s Cathedral to celebrate the Rite of 

Election.  There they will be received by the 

bishop, called to continuing conversion and enrolled in the 

Book of the Elect.  In six short weeks they will be received 

into full communion with the Church at the Easter Vigil.  Our 

Candidates (they will make a Profession of Faith, be 

Confirmed and receive Communion) are:  Scott Libby, 

Christopher Miltimore, Shawna Peebles, Charity Roberts, 

Kimberly Roberts, Angela Santos, Sue Turrini and Jonathan 

Vandall.  Our Catechumen (they will be Baptized and 

Confirmed, then receive First Communion) are:  Craig 

Diodati, and Michael Roberts.  Let’s pray for them! 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held each Friday 

during Lent in the upper church at 6:30 PM. All are welcome! 

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT:  Bishop McDonnell has called 

for all Catholic Churches to be open on Wednesday nights 

throughout Lent.  We already have adoration in the lower 

Church each Wednesday from 9:00 am until Benediction at 

6:00 pm.  There is a Mass in Spanish at 6:00 pm and we will 

continue to leave the church open until 7:30 pm.  Stop by for 

a moment of quiet, a chance to talk with a priest or have your 

confession heard. 

 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
are seeking donations to help three 

seminarians on their quest to walk the 

Appalachian Trail: 42 miles in 14 

hours!  Vu Cao, Barrent Pease and 

Ryan Sliwa are hoping to raise $40 

thousand to help defray the cost of Seminarian School.  The 

Knights will be outside of Masses on 2/20 and 2/21 collecting 

donations.  Please help support these Seminarians by 

sponsoring them in their walk! 

 
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER NOVENA: Our 

annual novena in honor of St. Francis Xavier 

will be held March 13-21.  The highlight of 

the 9 days takes place Monday-Friday as we 

gather each night for prayer and sacrament led 

by a guest presider: Monday 3/15 - Fr. 

Michael Bernier; Tuesday 3/16 – Fr. Bill Wallis; Wednesday 

3/17 – Fr. Vernon Decoteau (Communal Reconciliation 

Service); Thursday 3/18 – Fr. Wayne Biernat; Friday 3/19 – 

Fr. John Salatino.  Mark your calendar now for this novena of 

renewal. 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS EVENING OF RENEWAL: 

Calling all Altar Guild Members, Extraordinary Ministers of 

the Eucharist, Ministers of Hospitality, Music Ministers, 

Readers, Ushers … we are gathering for a time of prayer and 

conversation on March 4
th

, 6:30 pm in the Upper Church.  

May God build us up in serving at Mass. 
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ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

The Advancement Office is running a raffle to benefit St. 

Mary’s Elementary School and Preschool!  Please help 

support the: 
 

 St. Patrick’s Day Raffle  
 

The raffle runs through Sunday, March 14.  Tickets will be 

$5.00 a piece and prizes will be all cash: $1000.00 for 1
st
 

prize, $750.00 for 2
nd

 prize, and $500.00 for 3
rd

 prize.  The 

drawing will be held at the St. Patrick’s Day Coffee Hour on 

Sunday, March 14 following the 10am Mass. Fundraising is 

an important part of growing and sustaining St. Mary’s 

Preschool and St. Mary’s Elementary School.   May the luck 

of the Irish be with you all as we raffle off some “green”!!!  

Tickets available at the Parish Center and the Rectory 

also. 

 

ST. MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL 
 

St Mary High School Drama 

Club is presenting its Spring 

Musical, “Bells are Ringing” on 

March 11
th

 12
th

, and 13
th

 at St 

Mary High School.  The play 

was written by Betty Comden 

and Adolph Green with music by 

Jule Styne.  It takes place in New York City in the early 

1960’s.  Susanswerphone is a business that has now been 

replaced by your answering machine.  Ella, is an operator, 

who gets very involved in the client’s lives, trying to help 

them, including a playwright, “who just plays and doesn’t 

write”, a dentist who only wants to write music, and an out of 

work actor.  There are many memorable songs in this play 

including, “Just in Time”, “I Met a Girl”, “Long Before I 

Knew You” and “The Party’s Over”.  Come enjoy an evening 

of dancing, singing, and a good feeling!  Tickets are $10 for 

adults and $5 for students and senior citizens.  Curtain is at 

7:30 each evening.  For more information call St. Mary High 

School at 413-568-5692. 
 

W W W W W W W W W W W W W W W  

 

BOOK DISCUSSION: Please join us 

for an information book discussion about 

Max Lucado’s 3:16, the Numbers of 

Hope.  Max Lucado is decidedly inspired 

and inspiring.  He has written multiple 

bestsellers, and here’s why:  His message is honest and 

intelligent, poignant, and at times amusing.  Above all else, 

this book is beautiful and hopeful in a way that makes the 

reader want to live in a new way.  We will meet at St. Mary’s 

High School on March 25
th

 at 7 p.m.  If you would like to 

purchase a book for a nominal fee, or have any questions, 

please call Joanne at 562-5484.  All are welcome, light 

refreshments will be served. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Sunday School “Little Church” will be closed today, 

February 21
st
 because of school vacation.  We will see you all 

on February 28
th

. 

ESSENTIAL CATECHIST TRAINING BEING 

OFFERED: It is not necessary to have attended any of the 

previously offered sessions.  Essential Catechist Training 

(ECT) can be taken in any order.  Jump right in and join the 

many other catechists that have already begun their journey.  

Sessions 3, 4, and 5 will be taught on Saturday February 27
th

 

at St. Catherine of Sienna in Springfield, and sessions 1 

through 5 will be taught on Tuesdays beginning March 2
nd

 at 

St. Stanislaus in Chicopee.  Contact St. Mary’s ORE at 562-

5484 for more information, or to register.   

On Sunday night, February 28
th

, from 6:30-8:00 PM, an 

Interfaith Seminar will be presented to the 10
th

 grade 

classes. The speakers will be Imam Rasul Karim Seifullah, 

Rabbi Robert Sternberg and Eric Ranstrom, a PhD Candidate 

in Religious Studies from Boston College, with a special 

interest in Interreligious Dialogue. He is also a 1998 Graduate 

of St. Mary’s High School. They will present basic 

information about Islam, Judaism, and Christianity with a 

special focus on respect for human life and social justice, 

respectively and answer questions from the audience. 

EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING: will be Tues, March 

2
nd

 in the Elementary School from 7:00-8:00 PM. ALL 

parents of children receiving their First Communion in May 

should attend. Baby-sitting will be provided! 

FIRST GRADE CCD: will meet for their final class on 

Sunday, March 7
th

! We start with the 10:00 Mass and then to 

the Elementary School. All papers should be in by that day! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH RALLY: A great event for 

6
th

 – 8
th

 grade students will be happening on Saturday, March 

6
th

 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Our Lady of the Elms College in 

Chicopee.  This day includes great icebreakers, a great band 

playing contemporary Christian youth-focused praise and 

worship music, Vince Nims (also known as the Banana Guy), 

lunch, a special parent workshop and mass celebrated by 

Bishop Timothy McDonnell.  Registration forms are 

available at the Office of Religious Education, or during your 

CCD classes.  Registration is $23.  Please contact the ORE 

with any questions. 

DIOCESAN YOUTH DAY:  A great event for 9
th

 – 12
th

 

grade students will happen on Sunday, March 7
th

 from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m. at Our Lady of the Elms College in Chicopee.  

The day includes great ice breaker games, great 

contemporary Christian youth-focused praise and worship 

music, two sessions with Vince Nims (the Banana Guy), 

workshops for youth focused on issues important to young 

people, lunch and mass.  Registration is $23.  Please contact 

the ORE with any questions. 
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Sabias que en Cuaresma podemos vivir mas intensamente 

nuestra SOLIDARIDAD, lee este cuento: -¿Puedes decirme cuánto 

pesa un copo de nieve? –le preguntó un colibrí a una paloma.-Nada 

–fue la respuesta -Si eso es lo que piensas, que no pesa nada, te voy 

a contar una historia:  El otro día me posé en la rama de un pino, 

cerca de su tronco. Hacía frío y comenzó a nevar mansamente.  No 

era una de esas ventiscas terribles que azotan los árboles y los 

retuercen dolorosamente. Nevaba como un sueño, sin violencia, sin 

heridas.  Como no tenía nada que hacer, empecé a contar los copos 

que caían sobre la rama. Había contado exactamente 3.741.902 

copos, cuando cayó el siguiente  -sin peso alguno, como tú dices- y 

quebró la rama. Dicho esto, el colibrí levantó el vuelo. La paloma, 

una autoridad en la materia desde tiempos de Noé, se puso a 

reflexionar y, pasados unos minutos, se dijo: “Quizás tan sólo sea 

necesaria la colaboración de una persona más para que la solidaridad 

se abra camino en el mundo”   ¿Cuántos cuadros hay en El Louvre, 

El Prado, el Vaticano..., o en cualquiera de los millones de museos 

que hay en el mundo? ¿Cuántas pinceladas tendrá el cuadro más 

pequeño de todos los que tiene uno de esos museos? ¿Y el cuadro 

más grande? ¿Y todos los cuadros de una sala? ¿Y todos los cuadros 

de todas las salas? ¿Y todos los cuadros de todos los museos del 

mundo? ¿Miles de millones? ¿Trillones? Por lo general, las obras 

importantes, las obras de mucho valor, están hechas a base de 

cientos y miles de detalles, puestos uno al lado del otro, tenazmente, 

pacientemente, minuto a minuto, hora a hora, año tras año...Millones 

y millones de gotas de agua se juntan para formar la incomprensible 

fortaleza del océano. Millones y millones de letras se entrelazan para 

formar las grandes obras literarias.Tú solo no vas a componer el 

mundo, pero brinda el aporte que te toca. Haz lo que debes hacer, 

trabaja con ilusión y cumple con tu deber aunque no veas los 

resultados. Sé responsable  y amable aunque los demás no lo sean. 

Sé coherente contigo mismo. No te engañes. No uses la flojera o la 

irresponsabilidad de los demás como excusa para no actuar, para no 

hacer lo que te toca hacer. El verdadero heroísmo no consiste tanto 

en hacer algunas  obras extraordinarias, sino en vivir intensamente 

cada obra del día, cada  acción y cada momento como si fuera el 

último, como  si de ellos dependiera el destino de la humanidad.  

Cuando te levantas en la mañana, Dios ya ha colocado para ti un 

escenario maravilloso para que vivas un día de plenitud: ahí está el 

estallido de los colores en el amanecer, los cantos de los pájaros, la 

firmeza de los árboles, la sonrisa de las flores,  el olor del cafecito, 

el aire que ensancha tus pulmones, el don gratuito de la vida y de las 

personas que te rodean.....Todo te lo brinda generosamente. Todo lo 

pone a tu servicio para que tú también sirvas.  Proponte vivir el día a 

plenitud, en el servicio, en la ofrenda interminable de los pequeños 

detalles. Recuerda siempre las palabras que solía repetir la Hermana 

Teresa de Calcuta: “A los niños y a los pobres, a todos los que 

sufren y están  solos, bríndales siempre una sonrisa alegre. No les 

brindes sólo tus cuidados, bríndales también tu corazón. Tal vez no 

podamos dar mucho, pero siempre podemos brindar la alegría que 

brota de un corazón lleno de amor”.  Un saludo cariñoso, una 

palabra de aliento, una sonrisa, un abrazo..., pueden  cambiar una 

vida: Paseando por una calle de Rusia, durante la hambruna que 

acompañó a la guerra, el gran escritor Tolstoi se encontró con un 

mendigo. Tolstoi revisó sus bolsillos para ver qué encontraba para 

darle a ese pobre hombre. Pero no tenía nada: ya lo había dado todo 

antes. Movido a compasión, abrazó al mendigo, besó sus mejillas y 

le dijo: -No te enfades conmigo, hermano, no tengo nada que darte. 

El rostro macilento del mendigo se iluminó. Y brillaron las lágrimas 

en sus ojos, mientras le decía agradecido: -Pero tú me has abrazado 

y me has llamado hermano. ¡Eso es un gran regalo! 

 
GRACIAS: A Padre Diomedes y a todo los que participaron en 

nuestro Retiro Parroquial. 

INVITACIÓN: A todo los ministerios que sirven a nuestra 

parroquia que en Marzo 4 tenemos una reunión importante. 
 

LIVING AFTER LOSS: A six week grief support group is 

scheduled to begin Monday, March 1
st
 from 6:00-7:30 pm at the 

Genesis Spiritual Life Center (53 Mill St., Westfield).  The 

program is designed to provide people with information about 

the grief process, a discussion of practical strategies for coping 

with grief and an opportunity to come together and receive 

support and understanding from others who are also grieving.  

The group is open to the public at no cost, but you must register 

in advance (space is limited).  Contact Jill Adams at 562-3133. 
 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL: Thanks to all who have 

answered the call from the Annual Catholic Appeal.  Your 

donations will be used to fund many worthwhile services in 

Western Mass.  The Appeal will continue through the season of 

Lent.  Every donation matters so please send in yours today. 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011:  Fr. Brian will be leading a 

group from Western Massachusetts to the next World Youth Day 

in Madrid, Spain.  The trip will take place August 8-22, 2011.  

We will spend a few days in Barcelona and Montserrat, then be 

hosted with other Catholic families in the diocese of Zaragoza.  

Our pilgrimage then spends a week of learning, growth and 

celebration in Madrid culminating with Mass with the Pope.  The 

trip will cost $1,895 with twin occupancy but we will be doing 

fundraising to help students defray the cost.  Space is very 

limited and we are looking for sign-ups by this summer.  For 

more information, please call Fr. Brian (562-5477) or Francisco 

at C-tours, inc. at (877) 595-6027 or email: franky@c-

toursin.com. 

 

VOCATIONS VIEW:  God brings us through 

difficult experiences and always leads us to life.  

Depend on the Holy Spirit to guide you on the path 

of life. (Luke 4:1-13).  If you think God is calling 

you, call Fr. Gary Dailey at the Vocations Office 

452-0816, or email at g.dailey@diospringfield.org. 

 
ñOn earth, we are wayfarers, always on the go. This 

means that we have to keep on moving forward. 
Therefore be always unhappy about what you are if 

you want to reach what you are not. If you are pleased 
with what you are, you have stopped already. If you 
say; óIt is enough,ô you are lost. Keep on walking, 

moving forward, trying for the goal. Don't try to stop 
on the way, or to go back, or to deviate from it.ò 

 

- St. Augustine of Hippo, Bishop 

 
Readings for the Week of February 21,2010 

 

Sun:   Deut 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13 

Mon: 1 Peter 5:1-4/Matthew 16:13-19 

Tue: Isaiah 55:10-11/Matthew 6:7-15 

Wed: Jonah 3:1-10/Luke 11:29-32 

Thu: Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Matthew 7;7-12 

Fri: Ezekiel 18:21-28/Matthew 5:20-26 

Sat: Deut. 26:16-19/Matthew 5:43-48 

Next Sun: Gen. 15:5-12, 17-18/Phil 3:17-4:1/Lk 9:28b-36 

mailto:franky@c-toursin.com
mailto:franky@c-toursin.com
mailto:g.dailey@diospringfield.org
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     February is the month reserved for lovers. 

Therefore, with great joy, we dialogue with 

Ms. Anne Roberts . . .  
 

     Born in the Lower East Side of New York 

City to Irish immigrants, Anne entered the 

world during the depths of the Great Depress-

ion. Characteristic of her generation, Anne is a 

firm lover of God, family and country. “Who 

would want to live otherwise?” she ponders.  
 

     Seeking new opportunities, in 1948, Anne’s 

family relocated to the Liberty Heights section 

of Springfield. Anne is a proud graduate of Our 

Lady of Hope Grammar School as well as 

Cathedral High School. “That was a great time 

to be young,” she says with a smile. 
 

     Anne believes in “love at first sight” 

because she lived it. “At age 17, I met Gerry 

Tyburski through a cousin. After our first 

encounter, I approached my mother and told 

her this was the man I was going to marry. 

Mother was amazed, yet I knew.” Three years 

later, they married.  
 

     Believing biological children were not 

possible, Gerry and Anne decided to adopt two 

children from Brightside Orphanage in West 

Springfield. “The Sisters were marvelous! 

They were honest and gave good advice.” 

     After only eight years of marriage, Gerry 

became unexpectedly ill; he died two days after 

his 28
th

 birthday. “It was a terrible situation,” 

Anne remembers, “especially since our 

children were young; young, yet old enough to 

understand . . . .” 
 

     “In God’s time,” Anne met and married 

another marvelous person, Don Rogers. 

“Almost immediately, I became pregnant. We 

were ecstatic! With no persuasion from me, 

Don decided to adopt my first two children as 

well. In a short amount of time, I went from 

being a single parent to a wife with four 

children. It was great!”  
 

     Tragedy was soon to strike. During their 

eighth year of marriage, Don unexpectedly 

died. Once again, Anne found herself a single 

mother with young children to raise. Never 

afraid of a challenge (“long live Ireland!”), 

Anne began working third shift. 
 

     Her greatest earthly trial was more recent: 

Anne buried her precious son, Jeff. An 

excellent human being and distinguished 

fireman/EMT, Jeff died as a result of a serious 

medical error. “No human words could ever 

express the anguish . . . Burying a child is 

absolutely horrible. . . .” 
 

     Anne remains comfortable within her 

Westfield home, for it is “a treasure-chest of 

memories”. She lives with her youngest son, 

Gordon, and their adopted cat (“Molly”) and 

adopted dog (“Angel”). “I’m never alone. Not 

in mind, body or soul. I am grateful.”   
 

     “I am not afraid to die”, Anne adds with a 

smile. “God is my best friend. I love Him and I 

trust Him; I am eager to kiss my mother and 

son once again.”                    

        

                                  --Fr. James W. Longe     



 

 

 


