FEBRUARY 7, 2010 FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, February 6
4:00 PM Albert Petrucelli (from Rose Whalen)
Sunday, February 7
7:00 AM  Philip Saltus (12" anniv. from family)
8:30 AM  Christine Gallo (2™ anniv. from Bill & Mary
Lynn Shibley)

Anela Kantnik (1 anniv. from daughter &

family)
10:00 AM  Emil Morin + (birth. rem. from wife & family)
11:30 AM Petia & Modesto Mercedes Verched (anniv.
rem. from Mary Fernandez)
Monday, February 8
8:30 AM
Tuesday, February 9
8:30 AM  Pro Populo (“For the People™)
Wednesday, February 10
8:30 AM  Willer Bedoya + (birth. rem. from family)
Thursday, February 11
8:30 AM
Friday, February 12
8:30 AM  Maria Marchesi (12" anniv. from family)
Saturday, February 13
4:00 PM  Andrew Boylan (27" anniv. from daughter &
grandchildren)

Calvin Annino, Sr. (23" anniv. from wife,
children, grandchildren & great
grandchildren)

Sunday, February 14 VALENTINE’S DAY
7:00 AM  Fr. Thomas McCarthy
8:30 AM  Robert E. Cusack, Sr. (23" anniv. from Tommy
& Holly Cusack & family)
10:00 AM  Paul Allen + (Wedd. Anniv. Rem. from wife)
11:30 AM
5:15PM Youth Mass
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Flowers on the Altar this week are in memory of:

VA
RV

% Therese Miller from Peter, Joanne & Family

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful flowers
on our altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the
Church. It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to
honor someone who has passed away or celebrate a great
event in someone’s life.

Please remember _in your prayers: Robert Caouette, Sr.,
Luigi Grimaldi, John Shea, Sr. Rita Deschenes, SSJ, Rose
Popko, Marie-Claire Belisle, Donna Scanlon & Sheila Meyer

We steward our treasure... The collection for last week, 1/31,
totaled $12,047 (we aim for $13,000 per week). This came
through 536 adult envelopes, 0 children’s envelopes, with $764
in loose cash.

January Heating & Air Conditioning brought in $2,256.00

Thanks to all who do give so generously. It is through your
support that we can do all that we do.

DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD
Office of the Bishop
76 Elliot Street, P.O. Box 1730
Springfield, Massachusetts 01102-1730

Dear friends in Christ:

Lent is somewhat early this year. Ash Wednesday is
February 17",

The Lenten season calls all Christians to reflect on their
relationship with Christ and their relationship with each
other. Lent calls us to works of sacrifice and charity.
Lent is a time for us to look into ourselves and work on
those faults and failings that each of us have, because they
prevent us from being all God is calling us to be. Lentis a
time for the Sacrament of Reconciliation so that we may
put things right with God and others. To that end | am
asking parishes to designate additional times for the
Sacrament of penance each week of Lent. Ash
Wednesday is a time for acts of penance and alms giving,
helping those who are less fortunate than ourselves. A
visible sign of our Lenten practices comes on Ash
Wednesday when the ashes mark a sign of the cross on
our forehead to remind us that our frail human nature
needs the saving power of Christ.

During Lent, Catholics who are between the ages of 18
and 59 undertake two days of fasting: Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday. To fast means to take just one full meal
with two smaller meals and no eating between meals.
Additionally, every Catholic 14 years and older is to make
Ash Wednesday and the Fridays of Lent meatless days —
days on which no meat of any kind is eaten, days of
abstinence.

The imposition of ashes, fasting and abstinence from meat
are outward signs of the work we seek to do during Lent:
to make our interior dispositions more of what Christ
would have us be. Each of us is asked, as well, to
undertake particular prayers, actions, alms giving,
mortifications, and self-sacrifice to help us grow in our
understanding of all God has done for us.

May this Lent be for each of us a time of growth in our
relationship with Christ and with others and may it be a
time that we find ourselves more fully in concert with all
that God calls us to be.

With every best wish

Most Reverend Timothy A. McDonnell
Bishop of Springfield
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This Week at St. Mary’s

Mon 2/8 4PM 2-6 CCD - ES & Center
5:30 PM Daisies — ES
6:30 PM  Evangelio San Lucas — Church
7PM Boy Scout Troop 109 — ES Café
7PM St Vincent de Paul — Center
Tue 2/9 9 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry — Rectory
4PM 2-8 CCD - ES & Center
5PM STM HS Board — HS
5PM Brownies — ES
6 PM STM ES Board — Center
6:45 PM Being Catholic — Center
7 PM Circulo de Oracion — Lower Church
7:15PM STM ESPTO - ES
Wed 2/10 9 AM-6PM Adoration & Benediction — Church
6 PM Folk Group Practice
7PM Bible Study — Center
STM ES ST. PATRICK’s RAFFLE BEGINS
7 PM Choir Rehearsal — Church
7 PM  Adult Confirmation Class — HS
7PM  Youth Group — Center 3" fl
7PM Cursillo — Center
Sat 2/13 8 AM Cursillo Retreat — ES
Sun 2/14 8 AM EIl Camino - ES
8:30 AM RCIA — Church & Rectory
10:00 AM  Scout Sunday Mass — Upper Church
10:00 AM Little Church — ES
10:45 AM Coffee Hour — HS
5:15PM Youth Mass — Upper Church
6:30 PM  Grades 7 -11 CCD — HS & Center

Thu 2/11

2/17 Ash Wednesday; 2/17-20 Ski Trip; 2/27 Wine Tasting; 3/4 Ministers
Evening of Renewal; 3/5 ES Butter Braid sales begin; 3/11 STMHS Spring
Musical; 3/13 Diocesan Men’s Conference; 3/27 STMHS Auction

Our catechetical phase of the RCIA is
drawing to a close. But as Catholics we
know we never stop learning about and
growing with God. Please pray for our
candidates and catechumens who prepare to
meet Bishop McDonnell at the Rite of
Election and Call to Continued Conversion
when Lent starts. Then we will begin the immediate focus on
initiation into full communion with the Church.

THE ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL is underway in the
diocese and we need your commitment! This year we hope
to achieve 100% participation from our parish. Your
donation, whatever the amount, is important in continuing the
good work of more than 35 agencies in western Mass. Your
contribution helps to pay for the more than 20,000 meals
provided each year by The Gray House, or Bibles for our
Residents Encounter Christ jail ministry. Your support of the
Annual Appeal helps women experiencing unplanned
pregnancies get the proper care and services they need to
nurture their unborn children. Your dollars help to fund
after-school programs for at-risk youth in urban areas.
Simply put: Your donation matters! Please give as
generously as you are able. Thank you!

ANYONE HAVING NOTICES FOR THE FEB. 21/22
BULLETIN MUST HAVE THEM INTO THE
RECTORY NO LATER THAN THUR, FEB. 11", 4 PM.

HAITI RELIEF: The recovery from the tragic earthquakes
continues throughout Haiti. Thanks to those who have
generously given towards the relief services. Our parish is
sending the diocese: $1,159.00 towards Catholic Relief
Services. We are also sending the Church OQutreach To
Youth Project (to help with their Haitian Cooperative run by
Sr. Eunice Tassone SSJ out of North Adams MA) $670.00.
Our total Haiti collection to date is $1,829.00. Monies are
still being accepted (drop them in the collection basket in an
envelope titled “Haiti Relief”). We will forward donations as
we receive them. Thanks!

MASS OF BLESSING FOR ENGAGED COUPLES:
Each year Bishop McDonnell invites all engaged couples to a
special Mass and blessing as they prepare for the sacrament
of Marriage. This year’s liturgy will be at St. Michael’s
Cathedral, on Sunday, March 7, 2010, at 2:00pm. A reception
will follow in the Bishop Marshall Center. Mark your
calendars. May God bless you in this special time.

SCOUT SUNDAY will be celebrated on
February 14" at the 10 am Mass with a Coffee
Hour to follow. Any Scouts wishing to be part
of the ceremony please talk with your leaders
and have them contact Kay Mowatt at the ORE.
Scouts are encouraged to come in the procession in uniform.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR MARRIAGE takes
place on the second Sunday of February (this year it is
Valentines Day!). We will have a special blessing of married
couples at all the Masses. Together let us pray for those
living out this great sacrament.

COLLECTION OF PALMS: Baskets will be at the church
doors for the next two weekends for the collection of last
year’s palms. They will be burned and used for the blessing
with ashes on Ash Wednesday.

o ASH WEDNESDAY, the first day of Lent, is
=< February 17". Masses will be at 8:30 AM &
6:15 PM in the upstairs Church (the 6:15 PM
Mass is bi-lingual). The name dies cineum
(day of ashes) is found in the earliest existing copes of the
Gregorian sacramentary, and probably dates from at least the
eighth century. According to ancient custom, on this day all
the faithful approach the Altar where the priest, dipping his
thumb into previously blessed ashes, marks the forehead,
saying the words: “Remember man that thou art dust and unto
dust thou shalt return” (Genesis 3:19), or ‘Turn away from
sin and be faithful to the Gospel” (Mark 1:15), or “Repent,
and hear the good news” (Mark 1:15)

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held each Friday
during Lent in the upper church at 6:30 PM. All are welcome!

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT: Bishop McDonnell has called
for all Catholic Churches to be open on Wednesday nights
throughout Lent. We already have adoration in the lower
Church each Wednesday from 9:00 am until Benediction at
6:00 pm. There is a Mass in Spanish at 6:00 pm and we will
continue to leave the church open until 7:30 pm. Stop by for
a moment of quiet, a chance to talk with a priest or have your
confession heard.
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Dear Parishioners,

As you know, Catholic Education
gets more and more expensive with every
passing day. We are very blessed to have our
Parish and our PTO to help, but if you are
willing and able, there are four ways that you
can help, as well:

1) Purchase Food Gift Certificates from our school and donate
the proceeds to a family that you know. Call Sr. Gill at 568-
2388 for details. 2) If you shop on-line, you could do it through
onecause.com and use St. Mary’s Code of 1882. Then donate
the proceeds to a family that you know. 3) Or you can make a
donation to our “Pastor/Principal Tuition Assistance Fund” in
care of Sr. Christine or Fr. Brian. The Fund is made up of
monies earned through the Future of Hope Campaign, some
memorial gifts, donations from some generous families and
donations from Fr. Brian. All donations are used for tuition
assistance. If you would like to help us keep one more child in
our school, please consider this worthy cause. 4) You can also
register your shopping card at Stop and Shop and/or Big Y.
They have donation programs for schools, as well. For more
information, please call Sr. Gill or Sr. Christine at 568-2388 or
Fr. Brian at 562-5477.

As always, thank you and God bless you for all that you do for
us. Know that you remain in our prayers. Sr. Christine
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Why should | attend STM?  Friendly,
caring staff, faculty & student body;
fantastic college prep courses; safe
environment; close family like community,
opportunity to participate in all clubs &
sports; encouraged to share & learn more
about faith. STM is a college preparatory
school, with 98% of our graduates continuing on to college. In
fact, STM is regarded as a premier school for colleges to select
their prospective freshmen from!

What is the level of courses? At STM, you will be challenged
to be the very best you can be! God gave each & everyone of us
abilities. We will find your strengths and make sure you are
challenged by placing you in advanced placement and honors
courses if you are eligible. If you feel you have weaknesses and
you feel that you are falling behind, teachers are available most
afternoons to tutor you. We are here to see you through a
phenomenal high school experience and we want you to
succeed!

What are STM teachers like? We like to boast about our
extremely dedicated faculty — they are here because they really
LOVE to TEACH! They will tell you that they like the family
atmosphere, the friendliness of the STM students, and the ability
to really make a difference. They spend a great deal of time at
the school well beyond their normal teaching day. Their
dedication promotes greater interaction between students and
teachers, allowing for STM to be a fun place.

MORE QUESTIONS?
YOU ARE WELCOME TO SPEND A DAY
WITH US!
CALL 568-5692 OR 568-7489
TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

FIRST GRADE CCD: for students and parents will be
(today), February 7™, starting with the 10:00 Mass, followed
by class and the parent meeting.

SUNDAY SCHOOL “LITTLE CHURCH?” will be closed
February 21* because of school vacation. We will see you all
on February 28"

CCD CLASSES held at the parish center and school will not
meet February 15" and 16" due to school vacation. Please
check your home class schedule.

ESSENTIAL CATECHIST TRAINING is being offered,
you need not have attended any of the previously offered
sessions. Essential Catechist Training (ECT) can be taken in
any order. Jump right in and join the many other catechists
that have already begun their journey. Sessions 3, 4, and 5
will be taught on Saturday February 27" at St. Catherine of
Sienna in Springfield, and sessions 1 through 5 will be taught
on Tuesdays beginning March 2" at St. Stanislaus in
Chicopee. Contact St. Mary’s ORE at 562-5484 for more
information, or to register.

ADULT CONFIRMATION: Beginning on February 11"
and continuing for four sessions, we have seven adults from
our parish who are preparing for the sacrament of
Confirmation. They will be confirmed with our High School
Juniors on May 2". Please keep them, and all the
Confirmation candidates, in your prayers as they begin the
preparations.

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH RALLY: A great event for
6" — 8" grade students will be happening on Saturday, March
6" from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Our Lady of the Elms College in
Chicopee. This day includes great icebreakers, a great band
playing contemporary Christian youth-focused praise and
worship music, Vince Nims (also known as the Banana Guy),
lunch, a special parent workshop and mass celebrated by
Bishop Timothy McDonnell. Registration forms are
available at the Office of Religious Education, or during your
CCD classes. Early registration (by February 18™) will be
$15, after that date registration will be $23. Please contact
the ORE with any questions.

DIOCESAN YOUTH DAY: A great event for 9" — 12"
grade students will happen on Sunday, March 7" from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Our Lady of the EIms College in Chicopee.
The day includes great ice breaker games, great
contemporary Christian youth-focused praise and worship
music, two sessions with Vince Nims (the Banana Guy),
workshops for youth focused on issues important to young
people, lunch and mass. Early registration (by February 18™)
will be $15, after that day registration will be $23. Please
contact the ORE with any questions.

VOCATIONS VIEW: Holiness is a gift of God. Open
yourself to the gift. When God calls, be ready to respond:
“Here I am, send me!” (Isaiash 6:1-2, 3-8). If you think God
is calling you, call Fr. Gary Dailey at the Vocations Office
452-0816, or email at g.dailey@diospringfield.org.
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Sabias que en nuestra comunidad podemos encontrar una
serie de personas asi. 1. HOMBRES AMORFOS. Son los que dan
la impresion de que les falta la voluntad porque nacieron sin ella. En
consecuencia, no oponen resistencia a nada. Se parecen a los
resortes que ceden cuando se les pone un peso encima o a los
objetos que son llevados y traidos sin que ellos protesten. No son
capaces de reaccionar ni para lo bueno ni para lo malo. Van por la
vida como hojas secas arrastradas por el viento, como piedras de
torrentera, como veletas que se mueven al impulso del viento. No
tienen ideas propias, ni decisiones personales. Se les puede aplicar
lo del poeta: ";A dbnde va Vicente? A donde va la gente".
Aplauden, cuando aplauden los demas; gritan, cuando gritan los
otros; hacen destrozos, cuando alguien les invita. 2. HOMBRES
IMPULSIVO-IRRITABLES. Son los que tienen voluntad, pero la
tienen controlada por los instintos. Cuando las cosas van bien, ellos
también se manejan bien; cuando les salen al paso dificultades y
contratiempos, se llenan de ira, se tornan hipersensibles. De ahi que
cambien con mucha facilidad. Se parecen a los camaleones, de
quienes se afirma que cambian de color siete veces al dia. Es decir,
son inconstantes y de dificil manejo. Gente rara, a quien no se sabe
coémo tratar. 3. HOMBRES APATICOS. Estos tienen la voluntad
debil. Parecen hechos de merengue, de mantequilla. No hay que
pedirles cosas altas, ni grandes esfuerzos. Mucho menos actos
heroicos. Las cumbres no se han hecho para ellos. Se cansarian
demasiado. A veces como que se cruzan por su mente deseos de
superarse, pero se ven impotentes. Su lema parece ser el "quisiera",
"me gustaria”, pero no el "quiero”, ni el "lo haré". Dan l&stima. Por
eso, acaban por fracasar... Para ellos se hizo esta definicion: "El
hombre es un ser que se cansa". 4. HOMBRES CAPRICHOSOS.
Hay por montones. Son los que se la pasan haciendo ensayos. Unas
cosas les gustan, otras cosas les caen mal. La culpa la tienen los
papas que les consintieron demasiado, o les dejaron hacer todo lo
que les dio la gana. A la larga, se vuelven odiosos, llenos de mafas,
antipaticos. No hay quién los aguante. Y lo que es peor, acaban no
aguantandose ellos mismos. 5. HOMBRES DE VOLUNTAD
FIRME, RESUELTA. Van seguros por la vida, no se dejan vencer
ante las dificultades, antes crecen cuando les salen al paso; estan
siempre dispuestos a escalar montafas. El barro no se ha hecho para
ellos, pero si las estrellas. Son como éarboles azotados por el huracan
que, lejos de descuartizarlos, se enraizan méas en la entrafia de la
tierra. Todo lo grande les apasiona; todo lo noble les subyuga; todo
lo sublime les atrae...Un hombre asi, dificilmente fracasa. Es
estimado por la gente, admirado, solicitado. jEse, en una palabra, es
el HOMBRE DE CARACTER! (J. M. Miranda, 25 desafios a los
jovenes).;Con cudl de los cinco grupos de personas te identificas?
¢Por qué?

Recuerden la cuaresma empieza el miércoles 17 de Febrero y el
RETIRO PARROQUIAL es el 20 de febrero invitamos a todos los
miembros de nuestra parroquia a participar. Mayor informacién P.
José y el Diacono Pedro Rivera. Habrd exposicion del Santisimo
durante el retiro. La animacion del retiro estd a cargo de Nilsa
Trujillo y su familia. Los ponen del retiro Son el Padre Diomedes
Calle y el Padre José.

CUMUNIDAD DEL CAMINO: febrero 26, 27 y 28 invita a todas
las mujeres a un retiro mayor informacion con algun integrante de la
Comunidad del Camino.

PARTICIPA: Participa! No se te olvide:
% Todos los lunes estamos estudiando el
evangelio de san Lucas a la 6.30
« El primer viernes de mes tenemos la
exposicion del Santisimo a las 6.30.
< El primer Sabado a las 2.30 tenemos las
confesiones en espafiol.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING This
weekend, February 6" and 7" after all
masses, our CCD students will again be
collecting money for the Souper Bowl of
Caring. This campaign started more than
20 years ago with a single prayer from a
single Youth Group “Lord as we enjoy the Super Bowl football
game, help us to be mindful of those without even a bowl of
soup to eat.” Since that day, more than 60 million has been
raised for local charities across the country. This has become
one of the nation’s largest youth-led weekends of giving and
serving. This year our collection will be donated to the St.
Vincent de Paul Society of St. Mary’s. Thank you in advance
for your generous donations.

BOOK DISCUSSION: Please join us for an information book
discussion about Max Lucado’s 3:16, the Numbers of Hope.
Max Lucado is decidedly inspired and inspiring. He has written
multiple bestsellers, and here’s why: His message is honest and
intelligent, poignant, and at times amusing. Above all else, this
book is beautiful and hopeful in a way that makes the reader
want to live in a new way. We will meet at St. Mary’s High
School on March 25" at 7 p.m. If you would like to purchase a
book for a nominal fee, or have any questions, please call Joanne
at 562-5484. All are welcome, light refreshments will be served.

PRAYER GROUP: This Lenten season, come with
us and spend an hour with Jesus. Be with Him
during His agony in the garden, the scourging, the
crowning with thorns, when He carried His own
cross, and His crucifixion. For each of these sacred
events there will be a short Gospel passage, a reflection, and
several old and New Testament verses. All of these will be read
as we pray the rosary. We will devote each decade of the rosary
to a specific need in our world: the people of Haiti, those
suffering from homelessness and unemployment, the religiously
persecuted, those hurt by abortion, and the needs of St. Mary’s
parishioners. Bring your own needs also, as we gather together
to pray. This will be held Feb. 28, 2010 from 4 — 5 pm at the St.
Mary parish center chapel. Everyone is welcome and we have
rosary booklets and rosaries to borrow.

Readings for the Week of February 7,2010

Sun:  Isa 6:1-2a, 3-8/1 Cor 15:1-11/Lk 5:1-11

Mon: 1 Kings 8:1-7, 9-13/Mark 6:53-56

Tue:  1Kings 8:22-23, 27-30/Mark 7:1-13

Wed: 1 Kings 10:1-10/Mark 7:14-23

Thu: 1 Kings 11:4-13/Mark 7:24-30

Fri: 1 Kings 11:29-32, 12:19/Mark 7:31-37

Sat: 1 Kings 12:26-32, 13:33-34/Mark 8:1-10

Next Sun: Jer 17:5-8/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26

SAY A SPECIAL PRAYER for the
following children who were welcomed

into the Roman Catholic Church and our
BAPTISM Parish Family through the waters of
Baptism in January.

Madison Leila Allard Keira
Grace Hipsher

Rowan Joseph Neffinger
Kaylianna Marie Leilani Santos
Zachary James Santos  Charlotte Grace Smith




St. Mary’s Schools
5" Annual Wine Tasting

An evening of specialty wines, brews,
hors dooeuvres and musi c

Saturday, February 27, 2010
6pm-9pm
Tekoa Country Club
$30.00 per person

Hosted by: Westfiel d Spirit Shop
Sponsored by: Westfield Bank
and Advance Manufacturing

Being honored this night are the
Distinguished Alumni of the Year
Rev. Hugh Crean and Mrs. Clare Fouché

Please make your checks payableto: St . Maryd6s Advancement
And send to: 86 Mechan ic Street, Westfield, MA 01085

Name: Phone:

Address:

# of Tickets: Total enclosed:

** | cannot attend, but have enclosed a tax-deductible donationto S t . Mar y 6 mtheAndwtafn c e me n t

. Please send acknowledgement of my donation to:




