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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, January 16 

 4:00 PM Albert Petrucellli (from Rose Whalen) 

Sunday, January 17 

 7:00 AM Fr. Donald Barron 

 8:30 AM In honor of Dan & Connie Smith‘s 50
th

 Wedd.  

  Anniv. (from John & Anne MacKay) 

 10:00 AM Monsignor George Shea  

 11:30 AM Fr. Lionel (―Fr. Lou‖) Trudell, MM 

 5:15 PM Youth Mass 

Monday, January 18 
 8:30 AM Don Gustafson + (Wedd. Anniv. Rem.) 

Tuesday, January 19 

 8:30 AM George Rodden (1
st
 anniv. from family) 

Wednesday, January 20 

 8:30 AM Lenore Aldo (from Sophie Bousquet) 

Thursday, January 21 

 8:30 AM Peter Fouché + (birth. rem. & 6
th

 anniv. from  

   mother & family) 

Friday, January 22 
 8:30 AM Pro Populo (―For the People‖) 

Saturday, January 23 

 4:00 PM Bonnie Connelly & Alfreda Paradis (from M/M  

   Vincent Paradis) 

Sunday, January 24 

 7:00 AM Megan Pelli (3
rd

 anniv. from Mom, Dad, Jen, Jon 

   & Tobias) 

 8:30 AM Ruth Madigan (from Genevieve Murphy) 

 10:00 AM Bishop Leo O‘Neil 

 11:30 AM  

    3:00 PM  Teaching Mass – For the intentions of those present 
 

 
 

Flowers on the Altar this week are in memory of: 
 

 Kevin Butler 
 

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful flowers on 

our altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the 

Church. It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor 

someone who has passed away or celebrate a great event in 

someone’s life. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: Mary Ellen Kelly, Alice 

Baker, George Morgan, Florence Cennamo & Peter McCabe, Sr. 

 

ADORATION takes place every Wednesday following the 8:30 

am morning Mass until benediction at 6:00 pm.  Spend a 

moment or stay longer with the Lord.  There is grace in his 

presence. 

 
We steward our treasure… The collection for last week, 1/10, 

totaled $14,122 (we aim for $13,000 per week). This came through 

589 adult envelopes, 0 children‘s envelopes, with $727 in loose 

cash. 
 

Thanks to all who do give so generously. It is through your 

support that we can do all that we do. 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 

AWARENESS . . . 

 
To realize 

 the value of ten years:  

  Ask a newly divorced couple. 

 

To realize 

 the value of four years: 

  Ask a college graduate. 

 

To realize  

 the value of a single year: 

  Ask a soldier in war. 

 

To realize 

 the value of nine months: 

  Ask a mother who delivered a stillborn child. 

 

To realize 

 the value of a month: 

  Ask a child who has lost a parent. 

 

To realize 

 the value of a week: 

  Ask an editor of a newspaper.          

 

To realize 

 the value of a day: 

  Ask a person who is unemployed. 

 

To realize  

 the value of a minute: 

  Ask a person who missed a flight. 

 

To realize 

 the value of a second: 

  Ask a person who survived an accident. 

 

To realize  

 the value of an authentic friend: 

  Ask a person who lost one. 
 

LET US TREASURE EVERY MOMENT WE 

HAVE! 

 

(Scripture Reflection) I urge you, my brothers and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice: holy and 

pleasing to God, your spiritual worship! Do not conform yourselves 

to this age; instead, be transformed by the renewal of your mind, so 

you may discern God’s will: what is good, pleasing and perfect . . . . 

Let your love be sincere, by hating what is evil and holding on to 

what is good! Love one another with mutual affection, anticipating 

one another in showing respect. Never grow slack in zeal. Instead, 

be fervent in spirit, cheerfully serving the Lord! Rejoice in hope; 

endure in affliction; persevere in prayer . . (Romans 12:1-2; 9-12)  

 

 

- Fr. James Longe -
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This Week at St. Mary’s 
 

Mon 1/18    MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY – No School or CCD 

  6:30 PM Baptism Class - Center  

  7 PM Evangelio San Lucas – Center  

  7 PM  Boy Scout Troop 109 – ES Café  

Tue 1/19 6:30 PM Parish Finance Council - Rectory  

  7 PM Circulo de Oracion – Lower Church 

Wed 1/20       9 AM –6 PM Adoration & Benediction  – Church 

  5:45 PM Faith Formation Commission – Center  

  6 PM Folk Group Practice  

  7 PM Bible Study – Center 

  7 PM Choir Rehearsal – Church 

  7 PM Community Life Commission - Center 2nd fl 

Thu 1/21 7 PM Cursillo – Center  

       7:30 PM  Depart for March for Life – St. Stan‘s Chicopee 

Sat 1/23 2 AM Return from March for Life 

Sun 1/24 8 AM El Camino – ES  

  8:30 AM RCIA – Upper Church/Rectory 

  10 AM Little Church – ES 

  10 AM 3rd Grade Host Family Liturgy – Upper Church 

  10:45 AM Coffee Hour – HS Gym  

  3 PM Catechetical Mass – Upper Church 

   
1/24 Confirmation Sponsor/Candidate Meeting; 1/25 150th Anniv. 

Committee Meeting; 1/25 Open Meeting for Adults who want to be 

Confirmed; 1/30 First Reconciliation; 1/30 STMES Open House - Catholic 

Schools Week Mass - Pasta Supper; 2/11 Confirmation Classes for Adults 

begin; 2/14 Scout Sunday; 2/17 Ash Wednesday; 2/17-20 Ski Trip; 2/27 

Wine Tasting) 

 
RCIA meets next Sunday to discuss Worship 

and the Mass.  Meetings continue here until 

Easter.  Please pray for our candidates and 

catechumens who seek initiation into the 

Church. 

 
DO YOU NEED CONFIRMATION?  

Some of our adults started CCD or 

Catholic School but never finished their 

Confirmation.  We have a great way to 

complete the process.  St. Mary‘s will be 

hosting a series of four sessions for adult 

Catholics who wish to receive the 

sacrament of Confirmation.  These sessions 

will be held in one of the classrooms at our 

High School on Thursdays, February 11, 25, March 11, 25 all 7-

9p.m., with the opportunity of a retreat on a Saturday morning, 

location and time TBA.  Registration forms are available at the 

rectory and Office of Religious Education (check the front of the 

bulletin for phone numbers).  They need to be returned with our 

pastor‘s, Fr. Brian‘s, signature, by January 19, 2010.  For more 

information contact Joanne Bagge at our Office of Religious 

Education.  On Jan. 25
th

, any interested members of St. 

Mary’s are invited to an open meeting from 7-8 PM in the 

Parish Center. 

 

ST. MARY’S 150
th

 ANNIVERSARY 

COMMITTEE will meet on January 25
th

 at 6 

PM in the Rectory.  If you are interested in 

helping and aren‘t already on the committee, 

please join us. 

COMMUNITY LIFE COMMISSION is 

seeking volunteers to help plan upcoming social 

events for our parish.  The next meeting will be 

held on Jan. 20, 2010 at 7:00pm in the parish 

center (upstairs).  Please consider joining us to 

share your ideas.  Currently under 

consideration: 1) Job search help event (resume building, 

interviewing and networking skills). 2) Parish family 

pizza/game night. 3) 2
nd

 annual parish picnic. 
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet today January 17
th

 from 4-5 

PM in the Parish Center Chapel.  Please come and join us for 

fellowship and community prayer.  We will bring our 

petitions before the Lord using the scriptural rosary.  We will 

have scripture booklets and rosaries to borrow for those who 

need them.  Prayer requests and questions welcomed.   
 

PARISH COFFEE HOUR: Our 

January Coffee Hour will be held on 

January 24
th

!!  After the 10:00 Mass 

come on over to St. Mary High School 

and have a hot cup of coffee, donut or 

baked goodies!  All are welcome! 
 

PRAY FOR US: Mr. Rob Lepage (Music Director and 

STMHS Teacher), Mrs. Joanne Bagge (CCD Coordinator), 

Kathy Nowak, Steve Murphy and Fr. Brian will be leading a 

group of 22 youths to the March for Life in Washington DC.  

As Catholics we stand for life from inception to natural death.  

Please pray with us this day as we join thousands from 

around the country in our nation‘s capital and march for life. 
 

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL meets this Tuesday, 6:30 

pm at the Rectory.  Packets are in the sacristy for members to 

prepare for the meeting. 
 

COLD AND FLU SEASON IS HERE.  So please keep in 

mind three things: 

1) Refrain from receiving from the cup if you are feeling 

ill or have a cold.  Eucharistic Ministers are taught to wipe 

the chalice with a clean part of the purificator, and the 

chalices are washed with hot, soapy water after every Mass.  

But if you do not feel well, please do not receive from the 

cup.  The fullness of Jesus‘ presence is in either species 

(bread or wine).  If you are not receiving from the chalice, it 

is customary to make a bow when you pass by as a sign of 

respect.   

2) You are encouraged to receive the Sacred Body on 

your hands rather than the tongue (to avoid passing on saliva 

to the Eucharistic Minister).  

3) Some people choose to make the sign of peace 

through a wave or a bow rather than shaking hands.  Please 

don‘t take it as a sign of disrespect. It is sometimes awkward 

to adjust, but a courteous wave back is a friendly response. 
 

ANYONE HAVING NOTICES FOR THE FEB. 21/22 

BULLETIN MUST HAVE THEM INTO THE RECTORY 

NO LATER THAN THUR, FEB. 11 AT 4 PM. 
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PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN 

REGISTRATION for the 2010-2011 school 

year will take place at St. Mary‘s Elementary 

School during Catholic Schools Week.  

Please bring the following to the registration:  

BIRTH CERTIFICATE, BAPTISMAL 

CERTIFICATE, HEALTH RECORDS 

INCLUDING ALL IMMUNIZATION RECORDS & LEAD 

SCREENING, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, $25 

KINDERGARTEN SCREENING FEE, FOR PRE-K 

THERE IS A $150 REGISTRATION FEE.  The schedule for 

registration is as follows: MONDAY, FEB. 1
st
 8:30 - 10 AM for 

children who have brothers/sisters enrolled in the school; 

TUESDAY, FEB. 2
nd

 8:30 – 10 AM for St. Mary‘s Parish and 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 3
rd

 8:30 – 10 AM for all others.  In the 

event of a school delay or cancellation, the registration for that 

day will be held on the following day.  We will not register 

children who do not meet the cut-off date of August 1
st
.  For 

more information, please join us for an ALL GRADE OPEN 

HOUSE on SATURDAY, JAN. 30
th
 from 1:30 – 3:30 PM.  We 

have openings in all grades for the 2010-2011 school year.  

We will also register students for all grades at Open House 

on Jan. 30
th

, however siblings and parishioners of St. Mary’s 

will have preference.  For Pre-K, we will also give preference 

to families registering for 5 full days. 

 

St. Mary‘s Elementary PTO to host the 

ANNUAL SPAGHETTI SUPPER on 

Saturday, January 30
th
 following the 4 PM 

Mass. Our wonderful Italian parishioners 

are preparing this traditional pasta dinner 

which includes meatballs, salad, bread, 

dessert and a beverage.  Guests may try 

their luck at winning one of the beautiful 

baskets offered as prizes in our raffle.  If you are unable to attend 

the dinner, but would still like raffle tickets, they will be 

available before the 4 PM Mass in the High School gym.  Supper 

tickets are $6 for adults, $4 for ages 5-13, and $1 for children 

under 5 years.  Tickets may be purchased in advance at the 

Elementary School Office, or at the door the day of the event.  

Please come and share a nice evening with family and friends. 

 
Are you an eighth grade student looking for a 

great high school experience? We are now 

accepting registrations for prospective 

freshmen. The mission of Saint Mary High 

School, serving Westfield and the 

surrounding communities for over 100 

years, is to educate our students in a comprehensive college 

preparatory curriculum.  Through a demanding academic 

program, students are challenged to reach their highest 

potential.  Guided by the Gospel message and supported by 

parents, students are prepared in matters of faith and moral 

development.  We value a caring and diverse community 

environment, inspiring students to mature into responsible 

young people.  We have the lowest tuition rate of any regional 

parochial high school and 98% of our graduates continue their 

education. Come see why St. Mary High School students 

‗LIGHT THE WAY TO THE FUTURE‘.  Log onto 

www.stmaryhs.com or email Kim Jaszek at 

kjaszek@stmaryhs.com for more information. 

ADVANCEMENT OFFICE 

The Advancement Office is pleased to announce the recipients of 
the Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award 2010: 

 

Reverend Hugh Crean ~ class of 1954 
& 

Clare Fouché ~ class of 1941 
 

Congratulations to our worthy nominees!  We will celebrate and 
honor Fr. Hugh and Clare at the 5th Annual Wine Tasting on 
February 27, 2010 at Tekoa Country Club.  Tickets will be 
available in January.  For more information, please call Kristin 
Hagan at 568-1160 or email stmarydev@comcast.net. 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

CCD TONIGHT (January 17
th

) for all 7-11
th

 grade students 

who meet at St. Mary‘s High School! See you there!! 

3
RD

 GRADE LITURGY: The 3
rd

 grade 

classes of our parish will participate in a 

special liturgy on Jan. 24
th

 at the 10:00 

AM Mass. The parish coffee hour will 

follow. 

Teaching Mass: Father Brian McGrath 

would like to extend an invitation to the 

community to attend a teaching mass. This will be held at the 

church on January 24, 2010 at 3:00 pm. Together we will 

have the opportunity to make our mass experience more 

meaningful.  This will be a complete Catholic Mass with 

additional ―teachings‖.  Fr. Brian will explain to those present 

some of our unique beliefs and discuss the history of various 

parts of the Mass.  Be prepared to learn a little, and 

experience the Mass in a new way.  Please call the office of 

Religious Education at 568-1127 with any questions. 

SECOND GRADE PARENTS: If your child is making their 

First Reconciliation on January 30
th

 and you did not attend 

the meeting in December to receive the information, please 

call the ORE. 

On January 31
st
 from 6:30-8:00 PM, in the upper Church, 

we are honored to have Thomas Awiapo speak to our 7-10
th

 

grade CCD students, in addition to any interested 

parishioners. Thomas is the Global Solidarity Coordinator 

with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) in Ghana. Thomas grew 

up attending a CRS supported school in Ghana, which led 

him to pursue his education in the US. Mr. Awiapo comes to 

the US from (CRS) to raise awareness about hunger, relief, 

development and Operation Rice Bowl. His stories are 

presentations are compelling and should not be missed. 

Everyone is welcome to this wonderful opportunity. 

NO CCD CLASSES at the Parish for grades 2-8 on Monday, 

Jan. 18
th

 and Tuesday, Jan. 19
th

. We will resume on the 25
th

 

and 26
th

 of January. Home Classes please check your 

calendars. 

http://www.stmaryhs.com/
mailto:kjaszek@stmaryhs.com
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Sabias que en nuestra Diócesis de Springfield sucedieron 

una serie de problemas y fue una institución sin desmerecer otra que 

existe en nuestra diócesis que defendieron a los sacerdote me 

gustaría comparti con ustedes acerca de La orden de los Caballeros 

del Colón es la organización de fraternidad de servicio católico más 

grande del mundo fundada en los Estados Unidos por el sacerdote 

norteamericano, Padre Michael J.Mc Givney en 1882 y nombrada en 

honor a Cristóbal Colón. La membrecía está abierta a hombres que 

sean católicos practicantes y estén en comunión con la Santa Sede. 

Los principios de la organización son la Caridad, la unidad, la 

fraternidad y el patriotismo. Aunque no están bajo control directo de 

la iglesia la organización la apoya entusiastamente. Actualmente 

cuentan con más de 1.7 millones de miembros a nivel mundial. El 

padre católico Michael J. Mc Givney fue el fundador de los 

Caballeros de Colón en New Haven, Connecticunt. Congregó a un 

grupo de varones de la parroquia de Santa María para una reunión 

de organización el 2 de Octubre de 1881 y la orden se incorporó 

bajo las leyes del estado de Connecticut el29 de marzo de 1882.  

Aunque los primeros consejos se encontraban exclusivamente en ese 

estado, la orden se propagó a Nueva Inglaterra y en los siguientes 

años al resto de Estados Unidos. La motivación principal de la 

orden es ser una sociedad de beneficio mutuo. Como padre 

parroquial en una comunidad de inmigrantes, McGivney vio lo que 

podía pasarle a una familia cuando el sostén de la familia muere y 

quiso proveer un seguro para cuidar a la viuda y a los huérfanos 

dejados atrás. Él mismo vivió esa situación cuando tuvo que dejar 

sus estudios para hacerse cargo de la familia cuando su padre murió 

Al final del siglo XIX, los católicos eran excluidos regularmente de 

los sindicatos y otras organizaciones que otorgaban servicios 

sociales. Además, a los católicos se les prohibía el ingreso a las más 

populares organizaciones fraternales, como era el caso de la 

masonería, incluso la propia iglesia impedía el unírseles. McGivney 

deseó proveer una alternativa. También pensó que el catolicismo y 

el fraternalismo no eran incompatibles y quiso fundar una sociedad 

que impulsara a los varones a ser orgullosos de su herencia católica-

americana.  McGivney viajó a Boston para examinar la Catholic 

Order of Foresters y a Brooklyn para aprender la reciente creación 

del Catholic Benevolent League, ambas ofrecían beneficios de 

seguros. Encontró finalmente una carencia de entusiamo que él 

pensó necesitar para competir con las sociedades similares de la 

época. Expresó el interés de establecer una New Haven Court of the 

Foresters, pero el encargado de los Massachusetts Foresters lo 

previno de operar fuera de Commonwealth. Los miembros de la 

parroquia de St. Mary's (a la que pertenecía McGivney) hicieron una 

asamblea y decidieron formar un club que fuera completamente 

original. McGivney inicialmente concibió el nombre de "Hijos de 

Colón" per James T. Mullen, que luego vendría a ser el primer 

Caballero Supremo, sugirió que "Caballeros de Colón" sería mejor 

para capturar la naturaleza ritual de la nueva organización. La Orden 

fue fundada 10 años antes del 400 aniversario de la llegada de Colón 

al Nuevo Mundo y en un momento de renovado y gran interés sobre 

su persona. 
 

Clases Biblica si deseas aprender de San Lucas estudiemos Junto el 

evangelio con el Padre Jose Las clases empiezan el lunes 18 de 

Enero a las 6.30 hasta las 7.30 si estas interesado habla con el padre 

José S. 
 

Recuerden la cuaresma empieza el 17 de Febrero y el retiro 

parroquial es el dia 20 de febrero invitamos a todos los miembros de 

nuestra parroquia a participar. Mayor información P. Jose y el 

Diacono Pedro Rivera. Habrá exposición del Santísimo durante el 

retiro. La animación del retiro está a cargo de Nilsa Trujillo y su 

familia. Los ponen del retiro Son el Padre Diomedes Calle y el 

Padre José. 

PARISH SUGGESTION BOX: Our 

Catholic faith is one of our greatest 

treasures.  Father Brian, Father Longe, 

our parish staff and our Pastoral Council 

invite you to tell us how our faith 

community can work even better together. 

Perhaps you have a question about our religion. Perhaps you 

have a compliment or want to share your joy about something 

that was uplifting or brought you happiness.   Perhaps you 

have a suggestion that would help us as a parish family.  

Please put your comments, congratulations or concerns in the 

Suggestion Box at the left entranceway to the upstairs church. 

The contents will be monitored and reviewed after the 

weekend Masses. If you are requesting a response, kindly 

include your name with your email address or home address 

or telephone number. 

 

Call to the Diaconate:  Class of 2015 

Have you heard the call…The Diocese of 

Springfield is proud to announce the 

formation of their twelfth class of Deacons.  

Men, ages 31 and up, from Berkshire, 

Franklin, Hampden and Hampshire Counties 

who are interested in the Diaconate Program should plan to 

attend one of the upcoming Informational Meetings: Date: 

Sunday, March 14, 2010, Time: 2:00-4:00 P.M. Locations: 

Bishop Marshall Center, Elliot Street, Springfield, MA 

(located behind St. Michael‘s Cathedral); St. Joseph Church 

(North Chapel), 414 North Street, Pittsfield, MA and the 

Newman Center, 472 N. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA.  To 

Register: Deacon John Leary (413-49805065) 

deaconjohnleary@gmail.com or Deacon Leo Coughlin (413-

452-0674) diaconate@diospringfield.org  

 

HOLYOKE SOLDIER’S HOME 

Fr. Longe visits the Holyoke Soldier‘s 

Home (110 Cherry Street) on a regular 

basis: usually once or twice a month. If 

you know of any Parishioner or 

relative of a Parishioner who resides in 

this facility and would enjoy a Christ-centered visit, please 

share the person‘s name and room number with Fr. Longe 

(562-5477, x15). Through the grace of God and with a 

patriotic heart, may we never tire offering our soldiers 

tangible acts of love and encouragement!  
 

ά!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎǳōƭƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ōƛǊǘƘ ƛƴ ŀƎƻƴȅ 
and great labor, after much care and at heavy cost.... I have 
a principle, which I find admirable: In order to gain a lot we 
sometimes have to permit ourselves the chance of losing 
something. Those who wish to be too prudent, too careful, 
who never want to run the risk of losing, or leaving, or letting 
go of something that belongs to them: possessions, rights, 
just claims, their rest, their peace of mind, sometimes -- no, 
frequently -- miss fine occasions to do great service for God 
ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǊƛŎƘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ 

- St. Peter Fourier (Priest, 1565-1640) 

http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catolicismo
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estados_Unidos
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_J._Mc_Givney
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/1882
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crist%C3%B3bal_Col%C3%B3n
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciudad_del_Vaticano
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caridad
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unidad
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraternidad
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patriotismo
http://es.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=James_T._Mullen&action=edit&redlink=1
mailto:deaconjohnleary@gmail.com
mailto:diaconate@diospringfield.org
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United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops  
3211 FOURTH STREET NE  WASHINGTON DC 
20017-1194  202-541-3103  FAX 202-541-3166 

 
Stop Abortion Funding in Health Care Reform!  Protect 

Conscience.  Ensure Affordable Health Coverage.  Allow 

Immigrants to Purchase Private Health Insurance 

 

As long-time advocates of health care reform, the U.S. Catholic 

bishops continue to make the moral case that genuine health care 

reform must protect the life, dignity, consciences and health of all, 

especially the poor and vulnerable. Health care reform should not 

advance a pro-abortion agenda in our country. 

 On November 7, the U.S. House of Representatives passed 

major health care reform that reaffirms the essential, 

longstanding and widely supported policy against using federal 

funds for elective abortions and includes positive measures on 

affordability and immigrants. 

 On December 24, the U.S. Senate rejected this policy and 

passed health care reform that requires federal funds to help 

subsidize and promote health plans that cover elective abortions. 

All purchasers of such plans will be required to pay for other 

people‘s abortions through a separate payment solely to pay for 

abortion. 

 Outside the abortion context, neither bill has adequate 

conscience protection for health care providers, plans or 

employers. 

 These two bills must now be combined into one bill that both 

the House and Senate will vote on in final form. Provisions 

against abortion funding and in favor of conscience protection, 

affordability, and immigrants‘ access to health care must be part 

of a fair and just health care reform bill, or the final bill must be 

opposed. 

ACTION: Contact your Representative and Senators today by e-

mail, phone or FAX.   

 To send a pre-written, instant e-mail to Congress go to 

www.usccb.org/action.  

 Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 202-224-3121, or call 

your Members‘ local offices.  Contact info can be found on 

Members‘ web sites at www.house.gov & www.senate.gov. 

MESSAGE—HOUSE:  ―I am pleased that the House health care bill 

maintains the longstanding policy against federal funding of 

abortion. I urge you to work to uphold essential provisions against 

abortion funding, to include full conscience protection and to assure 

that health care is accessible and affordable for all. Until and unless 

these criteria are met, I urge you to oppose the final bill.‖ 

MESSAGE—SENATE: ―I am deeply disappointed that the Senate 

health care bill fails to maintain the longstanding policy against 

federal funding of abortion and does not include adequate protection 

for conscience. I urge you to support essential provisions against 

abortion funding, similar to those in the House bill. Include full 

conscience protection and assure that health care is accessible and 

affordable for all. Until and unless these criteria are met, I urge you 

to oppose the final bill.‖ 

WHEN: Votes in the House and Senate on the final bill are expected 

in January.  Act today! Thank You! 

¡Detenga el financiamiento de abortos en la reforma del sistema de 

salud!  Proteja la conciencia.  Garantice una cobertura asequible.  

Permita a los inmigrantes adquirir seguros de salud privados. 

Como promotores durante largo tiempo de la reforma del sistema de 

salud, los obispos católicos de los Estados Unidos continúan 

sosteniendo, desde el punto de vista moral, que una verdadera 

reforma debe proteger la vida, la dignidad, la conciencia y la salud 

de todos, especialmente de los pobres y vulnerables. La reforma del 

sistema de salud no deberá avanzar una agenda que promueva el 

aborto en nuestro país. 

 El 7 de noviembre, la Cámara de Representantes aprobó una 

importante reforma del sistema de salud que reafirma la política 

esencial, de amplio respaldo desde hace mucho tiempo, de 

rehusar fondos federales para abortos electivos; el proyecto 

incluye medidas positivas en cuanto a la accesibilidad y sobre 

los inmigrantes. 

 El 24 de diciembre, el Senado rechazó esta política y aprobó 

una versión del proyecto que autorizaría fondos federales para 

ayudar a subsidiar y promover planes de salud que cubran 

abortos electivos. Quienes adquieran esos planes tendrán que 

pagar por los abortos de otros, mediante un aporte separado 

destinado solamente para financiar esos procedimientos. 

 En otro contexto, ambos proyectos carecen de adecuada 

protección de la conciencia para los prestadores de cuidado de 

salud, planes o empleadores. 

 Ahora ambos proyectos deberán combinarse en uno solo 

sobre cual la Cámara y el Senado votarán. Disposiciones contra 

el financiamiento del aborto y a favor de la protección de la 

conciencia; accesibilidad, incluyendo a los inmigrantes, deben 

formar parte de un proyecto de reforma de salud justo; de lo 

contrario, el proyecto final debe rechazarse. 

ACCIÓN: Contacte a su representante y senadores hoy, por e-mail, 

teléfono o FAX.   

 Para enviar un correo electrónico instantáneo con un 

mensaje ya preparado al Congreso, vaya a www.usccb.org/action 

 Llame a la central del Capitolio: 202-224-3121, o a las oficinas 

locales de su congresista. La información de contacto se halla en 

el sitio digital de los miembros del Congreso en www.house.gov 

y www.senate.gov.+ 

MENSAJE—CÁMARA: ―Me complace que el proyecto de reforma 

de salud aprobado por la Cámara mantenga la política contra el 

financiamiento federal del aborto que se ha venido respaldando por 

mucho tiempo. Le pido que trabaje a favor de mantener estas 

disposiciones esenciales contra el financiamiento de abortos, por 

incluir plena protección de conciencia y garantizar que los servicios 

de salud sean accesibles y asequibles para todos. Le exhorto a que, a 

menos que se reúnan estos criterios, se oponga al proyecto final‖. 

MENSAJE—SENADO: ―Estoy profundamente decepcionado de 

que el proyecto de reforma de salud aprobado por el Senado no 

mantuviera la política aceptada por mucho tiempo contra el 

financiamiento federal del aborto ni incluyera adecuada protección 

de conciencia. Le pido que apoye disposiciones esenciales contra el 

financiamiento de abortos, similares a las contenidas en el proyecto 

aprobado por la Cámara. Incluya la plena protección de conciencia y 

garantice que los servicios de salud sean accesibles y asequibles 

para todos. Le exhorto a que, a menos que se reúnan estos criterios, 

se oponga al proyecto final‖. 

¿CUÁNDO?: La votación sobre el proyecto final en la Cámara y en 

el Senado se espera para enero. ¡Actúe hoy! ¡Gracias! 

http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.usccb.org/action


 

 

 

 


