ST. MARY'S

WESTFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 23
4:00 PM Bonnie Connelly & Alfreda Paradis (from M/M
Vincent Paradis)
Sunday, January 24
7:00 AM  Megan Pelli (3" anniv. from Mom, Dad, Jen, Jon
& Tobias)
Ruth Madigan (from Genevieve Murphy)
Bishop Leo O’Neil

8:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM

3:00 PM  Teaching Mass — For the intentions of those present

Monday, January 25
8:30 AM  George Kennedy (from Mary Deslauriers)
Tuesday, January 26
8:30 AM Louis Croteau + (birth. rem. from family)
Wednesday, January 27
8:30 AM Rev. Daniel J. Kennedy (2™ anniv. from the
Butcher family)
Thursday, January 28
8:30 AM  Pro Populo (“For the People™)
Friday, January 29
8:30 AM In honor of Fr. Brian in the year of the Priest (from
a Parishioner)
Saturday, January 30
4:00 PM  Kathryn Cavanaugh (4" anniv. from family)
Joseph Dusza + (birth. rem. from children)
Living & Deceased benefactors of St. Mary’s
Schools
Sunday, January 31
7:00 AM  Anthony Rasta (25" anniv. from the Discenza
family)
Eugene Hotaling & Joyce Cass (from the Costa
family)
Fr. Thomas O’Connor
Emilio Luna (20" anniv. from wife)
Youth Mass

8:30 AM

10:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:15PM
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Flowers on the Altar this week are in memory of:

< Leon A. Hatton 36" anniv. from Mary Lou & the boys

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful flowers on
our altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the
Church. It is easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor
someone who has passed away or celebrate a great event in
someone’s life.

Please remember _in_your prayers: Rudi Deeg & Gertrude
Burke

We steward our treasure... The collection for last week, 1/17,
totaled $12,384.50 (we aim for $13,000 per week). This came
through 552 adult envelopes, 0 children’s envelopes, with $1,006.50
in loose cash.

Thanks to all who do give so generously. It is through your
support that we can do all that we do.

Pastor’s Column

We are part of an amazing Church. | am fortunate because | get
to see it when | travel the diocese to help with Penance Services
or to visit my brother priests. Often times we focus on our life
as a parish, but we should never forget the ongoing efforts of the
diocesan Church and the Universal Church.

This weekend we are taking up a collection to help the Church in
Latin America. Certainly one of the most populous Catholic
areas in the world, they are also beset by poverty, health
concerns and an ongoing need to provide quality spiritual and
catechetical formation. Right now one of our diocesan priests is
serving as pastor in San Pedro Sula, Honduras. We can be part
of the outreach by participating in the collection.

Or think about the amazing outpouring to the people of Haiti.
Catholic Relief Services was already present before the
earthquake and will continue to be there long after the buzz has
died down.

On a local level there is always something happening around the
diocese. From faith formation, to social outreach, to immigrant
services, to family life, to youth ministry ... the diocese strives
to live the faith given to us by Jesus Christ.

It is good to be part of a universal family. What blessings God
has called us to in the Church.

pax. Fr.b.
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SEMINAR ON GETTING TO KNOW JESUS will be presented by

_ Fr. Warren Savage at the Genesis Spiritual Life

/ \) Center, 53 Mill St., Westfield. February 1, 8, 15 & 22
Ay

from 7:00-8:30 pm. Who is Jesus? This is the
fundamental question that all Christians must wrestle
with as they strive to live a meaningful, spiritual life.
This seminar is designed for those who are interested
in exploring the Gospel portraits of Jesus of Nazareth. This seminar
will help participants to gain an understanding of how the gospels were
composed, an overview of the basic teachings of each of the gospels,
and a deeper appreciation of the gospels as the source and foundation
for faith formation and spiritual growth. Please call the Genesis
Spiritual Life Center (413) 562-3627 or email:
genesis@genesiscenter.us Cost per person is $55.00 (Make Check
payable to Genesis Spiritual Life Center).

WORLD DAY FOR THE SICK: On
Thursday, February 11", at 6 pm Sacred Heart
Parish in Feeding Hills will be hosting a Mass of
Anointing. In 1992, Pope John Paul Il
designated February 11", the Feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes as the World Day for the Sick — a
special day in which to pray for those who are
sick and suffering in any way. The Sacrament of
the Sick will be available as well as the opportunity to be prayed over
by one of the many priests present for this Mass. All are welcome. For
more information contact, Sacred Heart Parish, 1103 Springfield St.
Feeding Hills, 786-8200.
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This Week at St. Mary’s

Mon 1/25 4PM 2-6 CCD - ES & Center
5:30 PM  Daisies — ES
6 PM 150" Anniv. Committee Meeting — Rectory
6 PM  Cub Scout Pack 109 — HS
6:30 PM  Evangelio San Lucas — Center
7PM  Adult Confirmation Open Meeting — Center
7PM Boy Scout Troop 109 — ES Café
Tue 1/26 9 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry — Rectory
4PM 2-8 CCD - ES & Center
6 PM Deanery — St. John’s (Agawam)
6:45 PM Being Catholic — Center
7PM Circulo de Oracion — Lower Church
Wed 1/27 9 AM -6 PM Adoration & Benediction — Church
6 PM Folk Group Practice
7PM Bible Study — Center
Thu 1/28 7PM Choir Rehearsal — Church
7PM  Youth Group — Center 3" fl.
7PM  Cursillo — Center
Sat  1/30 11 AM First Reconciliation — Lower Church
1:30 PM STMES Open House — ES
4 PM Catholic Schools Week Mass — Upper Church
5PM STM ES Pasta Supper — HS
Sun 1/31 8 AM EIl Camino - ES
8:30 AM RCIA — Upper Church/Rectory
10:00 AM Little Church — ES
1PM Baptisms — Upper Church
5:15PM Youth Mass — Upper Church
6:30 PM  7-10 Grade CCD — Upper Church
6:30 PM 11" Grade CCD — HS/Center
7 PM Confirmation Sponsor/Candidate Meeting - HS

2/11 Confirmation Classes for Adults begin; 2/14 Scout Sunday; 2/17 Ash
Wednesday; 2/17-20 Ski Trip; 2/27 Wine Tasting)

RCIA meets as usual at the 8:30 am
Mass with a dismissal to Break Open
the Word followed by Catechesis until
10 am. This phase of our process is
called Catechetical. The focus is on
faith formation and instruction. As you can imagine those
wishing to enter the Church have lots of questions from the
practical to the profound. Our faith is based on, sustained by
and destined for Jesus Christ the WAY, the TRUTH and the
LIFE. Please pray for our candidates and catechumens who
seek initiation into the Church.

ST. BLAISE — BLESSING OF THROATS: The Feast of
St. Blaise is Wednesday, February 3. In anticipation of this
we will have the Blessing of Throats next weekend (January
30-31). We ask through the intercession of St. Blaise, a 4"
Century bishop and martyr, that the Lord will free us from
any disease of the throat and any other illness. The presider
for each Mass will invoke a general blessing and if you want
to stay afterwards you may approach him (or one of the
ministers) for an individual blessing.

ST. MARY’S 150" ANNIVERSARY
COMMITTEE will meet on January 25™ at 6 PM
in the Rectory. Our first task is compiling the
anniversary  book. If you love history,
photography or just want to lend a hand, please join us.

FROM ELMS COLLEGE: We thank each

CZ’W& of you for your generous gift. Your

contributions to the Annual Diocesan Appeal

qgu for the College of Our Lady of the Elms

support our efforts to provide financial

assistance to Catholic students throughout Western MA to

attend the only Catholic college in Western MA. If you were

unable to make a contribution and still wish to do so, you

may call the Elms Office of Institutional Advancement at
(413) 594-6123.

ANYONE HAVING NOTICES FOR THE FEB. 21/22
BULLETIN MUST HAVE THEM INTO THE RECTORY
NO LATER THAN THUR, FEB. 11 AT 4 PM.

PARISH COFFEE _HOUR: Our
January Coffee Hour will be held today,
January 24™1  After the 10:00 Mass
come on over to St. Mary High School
and have a hot cup of coffee, donut or
baked goodies! All are welcome!

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL - The
, Mission of the ANNUAL CATHOLIC
¥ APPEAL DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD:
The Annual Catholic Appeal was initiated in
1959 to provide for the ever-increasing
educational, human, pastoral, and spiritual
needs of the people of Berkshire, Franklin,
Hampden, and Hampshire counties. The Appeal enables our
Church to implement and administer these and other critical
services in a comprehensive framework in order to carry out
the work of Jesus Christ. it would not be possible to carry out
His work without your assistance. Through the Annual
Catholic Appeal, the Catholic Church of Western
Massachusetts assists elderly person in need, families in
crises, people who are homeless, lonely, vulnerable, youth,
young adults, and our parishes and Catholic schools. The
Appeal also enables the Church to promote social justice,
respect for human life, and to communicate with all who seek
to hear the teachings of Jesus Christ. THE 2010 ANNUAL
CATHOLIC APPEAL HAS BEEN MAILED OUT.

Call to the Diaconate: Class of 2015 have

you heard the call? The Diocese of Springfield

is proud to announce the formation of their

twelfth class of Deacons. Men, ages 31 and up,

from Berkshire, Franklin, Hampden and

Hampshire Counties who are interested in the

Diaconate Program should plan to attend one of the
upcoming Informational Meetings: Date: Sunday, March 14,
2010, Time: 2:00-4:00 P.M. Locations: Bishop Marshall
Center, Elliot Street, Springfield, MA (located behind St.
Michael’s Cathedral); St. Joseph Church (North Chapel), 414
North Street, Pittsfield, MA and the Newman Center, 472 N.
Pleasant St., Amherst, MA. To Register: Deacon John Leary
(413-49805065) deaconjohnleary@gmail.com or Deacon Leo
Coughlin (413-452-0674) diaconate@diospringfield.org



mailto:deaconjohnleary@gmail.com
mailto:diaconate@diospringfield.org
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PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION for the 2010-2011 school
year will take place at St. Mary’s Elementary
School during Catholic Schools Week.
Please bring the following to the registration:
BIRTH CERTIFICATE, BAPTISMAL
CERTIFICATE, HEALTH RECORDS
INCLUDING ALL IMMUNIZATION RECORDS & LEAD
SCREENING, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, $25
KINDERGARTEN SCREENING FEE, FOR PRE-K
THERE IS A $150 REGISTRATION FEE. The schedule for
registration is as follows: MONDAY, FEB. 1* 8:30 - 10 AM for
children who have brothers/sisters enrolled in the school;
TUESDAY, FEB. 2™ 8:30 — 10 AM for St. Mary’s Parish and
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 3" 8:30 — 10 AM for all others. In the
event of a school delay or cancellation, the registration for that
day will be held on the following day. We will not register
children who do not meet the cut-off date of August 1¥. For
more information, please join us for an ALL GRADE OPEN
HOUSE on SATURDAY, JAN. 30" from 1:30 — 3:30 PM. We
have openings in all grades for the 2010-2011 school year.
We will also register students for all grades at Open House
on Jan. 30", however siblings and parishioners of St. Mary’s
will have preference. For Pre-K, we will also give preference
to families registering for 5 full days.

St. Mary’s Elementary PTO to host the
ANNUAL SPAGHETTI SUPPER on
Saturday, January 30™ following the 4 PM
Mass. Our wonderful Italian parishioners
are preparing this traditional pasta dinner
which includes meatballs, salad, bread,
dessert and a beverage. Guests may try
their luck at winning one of the beautiful
baskets offered as prizes in our raffle. If you are unable to attend
the dinner, but would still like raffle tickets, they will be
available before the 4 PM Mass in the High School gym. Supper
tickets are $6 for adults, $4 for ages 5-13, and $1 for children
under 5 years. Tickets may be purchased in advance at the
Elementary School Office, or at the door the day of the event.
Please come and share a nice evening with family and friends.

Are you an eighth grade student looking for a
great high school experience? We are now
accepting  registrations  for  prospective
freshmen. The mission of Saint Mary High
School, serving Westfield and the
surrounding communities for over 100
years, is to educate our students in a comprehensive college
preparatory curriculum. Through a demanding academic
program, students are challenged to reach their highest
potential. Guided by the Gospel message and supported by
parents, students are prepared in matters of faith and moral
development. We value a caring and diverse community
environment, inspiring students to mature into responsible
young people. We have the lowest tuition rate of any regional
parochial high school and 98% of our graduates continue their
education. Come see why St. Mary High School students
‘LIGHT THE WAY TO THE FUTURE’. Log onto
www.stmaryhs.com or email Kim Jaszek at
kjaszek@stmaryhs.com for more information.

ADVANCEMENT OFFICE

The Advancement Office is pleased to announce the recipients of
the Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award 2010:

Reverend Hugh Crean ~ class of 1954
<
Clare Fouché ~ class of 1941

Congratulations to our worthy nominees! ‘We will celebrate and
honor Fr. Hugh and Clare at the 5" Annual Wine Tasting on
February 27, 2010 at TeRoa Country Club. Tickets will be
available in January. For more information, please call Kristin
Hagan at 568-1160 or email stmarydev@comcast.net.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Teaching Mass: Father Brian McGrath would like to extend
an invitation to the community to attend a teaching mass.
This will be held at the church today, January 24, 2010 at
3:00 pm. Together we will have the opportunity to make our
mass experience more meaningful. This will be a complete
Catholic Mass with additional “teachings”. Fr. Brian will
explain to those present some of our unique beliefs and
discuss the history of various parts of the Mass. Be prepared
to learn a little, and experience the Mass in a new way.
Please call the office of Religious Education at 568-1127
with any questions.

SPEAKER: On January 31% from 6:30-8:00 PM, in the
upper Church, we are honored to have Thomas Awiapo
speak to our 7-10™ grade CCD students, in addition to any
interested parishioners. Thomas is the Global Solidarity
Coordinator with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) in Ghana.
Thomas grew up attending a CRS supported school in Ghana,
which led him to pursue his education in the US. Mr. Awiapo
comes to the US from (CRS) to raise awareness about
hunger, relief, development and Operation Rice Bowl. His
stories and presentations are compelling and should not be
missed. Everyone is welcome to this wonderful opportunity.

RECONCILIATION: for all 2" grade
students will be held Saturday, January 30"
at 11:00 AM. Please keep these children in
your prayers as they receive this Sacrament.

FIRST GRADE CCD: for students and parents will be
February 7™, starting with the 10:00 Mass, followed by class
and the parent meeting.

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATE AND
SPONSOR _MEETING: On January 31%
from 7-8 PM at STM HS all of our
Confirmation Students and their Sponsors
will be gathering to hear about the Gifts of
the Holy Spirit and other important information relatmg to
Confirmation. This is a very important meeting for all
students to attend.
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Sabias que el dia 20 de Febrero tendremos nuestro retiro
cuaresmal y nos gustaria que todo los fieles incluso los que no
pertenecen a ningun grupo puedan asistir, asi nos animan a vivir
la hermandad que es una de la caracteristicas principales de
nuestra parroquia, Por eso preparemos y hagamos todo cuanto
sea posible por participar y llévanos la experiencia de seguir
siendo una comunidad de generosidad. Cuenta la historia de un
monje, Demetrio, que un dia recibi6é una orden tajante: deberia
encontrarse con Dios al otro lado de la montafia en la que vivia,
antes de que se pusiera el sol. EI monje se puso en marcha,
montafia arriba, precipitadamente. Pero a mitad de camino se
encontr6 a un herido que pedia socorro. Y el monje, casi sin
detenerse, le explicé que no podia pararse, que Dios le esperaba
al otro lado de la cima antes de que atardeciese. Le prometié que
volveria en cuanto atendiese a Dios. Y continud su precipitada
marcha, horas mas tarde, cuando aun el sol brillaba en todo lo
alto, Demetrio llegé a la cima de la montafia y desde alli sus ojos
se pusieron a buscar a Dios. Pero Dios no estaba. Dios se habia
ido a ayudar al herido que horas antes se cruzé por el camino.
Hay, incluso, quien dice que Dios era el mismo herido que le
pidi6 ayuda. Esta historia me hace pensar que puedo ser como el
Levita, preocupado del templo, el letrado preocupado de la
escritura, el fariseo preocupado por cumplir mis oraciones, el
saduceo que lo que importa es el cumplimiento escrito de la ley.
Puedo ser el indiferente que en lugar de ayudarte me conformo
con decirte que Dios te bendiga. La cuaresma es tiempo de
cambio y nos ayudara a retomar la fuerza necesaria para estar
preparado y no pueda dar un Beso a mi Cristo hipdcritamente
diciendo Amemaos unos a otros y mas bien me estoy esforzando
en hacer lo contrario y no obedecer al maestro Jesus. Ahora
ofrezcamos a Dios que nos ayude a vencer cualquier obstaculo
cuando se trata de estar nuestra participar para el Sefior. Ahora
gue somos mas consiente que destruimos nuestra naturaleza con
nuestras irresponsabilidades valoramos y reflexionemos juntos
conocer cada dia mas conscientes de muestra responsabilidad y
cuidar de la Naturaleza. Y asi cuidaremos de nuestra familia y de
nuestra familia de fe que también nos necesita.

Ayuda: Haiti est pasando por necesidades que necesita nuestra
solidaridad te pedimos que en tus posibilidades ayudes por los
medios que te den mayor confiabilidad.

Clases Biblicas: estamos estudiando el Evangelio de San Lucas
todos los lunes. Te invitamos 6:30 pm en la parte baja de la
Iglesia. Traer Biblia y una libreta de apuntes.

Agradecimiento: Agradecemos a todas las personas que hicieron
posible con sus donaciones que la fiesta de navidad, reyes que
disfrutemos unos buenos dias.

Retiro Cuaresmal: Se invita a todos los fieles al retiro parroquial
20 de Febrero. Te pedimos que concientices a todos los que
desean participar.

Primer viernes: se invita a todos de manera especial a estar un
momento con el Sefior cada primer viernes (6:30 pm) y el primer
sébado (2:30 pm) de mes habra confesiones en espafiol.

Cursillista: el 13 de Febrero tendremos un retiro preparandonos
para vivir la cuaresma a partir de la 8.30 a.m. Ponerse en
contacto con el Tina Franco.

La comunidad del camino: invita a todas la mujeres que desean
vivir un retiro los dias 26, 27,28 de febrero.

VOCATIONS VIEW: Through the power of
the Spirit Jesus proclaimed his mission. How
are you carrying on that mission today? Ponder
the possibility of being a deacon, priest, brother
or sister. (Luke 1:1, 4: 14-21). If you think
God is calling you, call Fr. Gary Dailey at the
Vocations Office 452-0816, or email at
g.dailey@diospringfield.org

Readings for the Week of January 24,2010

Sun:  Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1 Cor 12:12-30/Lk 1:1-4-,
4:14-21

Mon: Acts 22:3-16/Mark 16:15-18

Tue: 2 Timothy 1:1-8/Mark 3:31-35

Wed: 2 Samuel 7:4-17/Mark 4:1-20

Thu: 2 Samuel 7:18-19, 24-29/Mark 4:21-25

Fri: 2 Samuel 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Mark 4:26-34

Sat: 2 Samuel 12:1-7a, 10-17/Mark 4:35-41

Next Sun: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31-13:13/Lk 4:21-30

HAITIAN RELIEF: The recovery
from the devastation of the recent
earthquake continues. If you would like
to contribute towards the efforts of
Catholic Relief Services, please drop a
check at the rectory or in the collection
basket. Make it out to “Diocese of \!\“"',/’,
Springfield — Haitian Relief”.  All

donations are graciously accepted. Thanks.

BEING CATHOLIC meets this week. Learn more about
your faith. Join our pastoral minister, Larry Hunt, and Joanne
Bagge from our Office of Religious Education as we explore
the life of the Church. Tuesday evening, 6:45 pm at the
Parish Center. All are welcome.

PASTORAL VISITS: The Pastoral Ministers make visits to
those unable to get to Mass. If you have a relative who is a
parishioner of St. Mary’s that would like to receive the
Eucharist on a monthly basis in their home, please call 562-
5477 and ask for Marie-Anne Buffam or Larry Hunt. We are
here to serve you.

WELCOME! We extend a warm welcome to all who have
joined us this weekend. We are happy to have you here and
pray that you will have a grace-filled and happy visit!

END OF YEAR MAILING is going out by the end of this
month. Enclosed is a record of your giving over the last year
as well as a newsletter from our Office of Advancement and
an insert from our Evangelization Commission. This is a
great time to reflect on your participation in the parish. Does
your giving reflect your income (Scripture calls for a tithe =
10%)? Does your attendance at parish functions help you
practice the faith? Together we are the family of God, the
body of Christ.
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~ Let’'s Meet

Fellow Parishioners

Ryan,
Emily LaFond are grateful to be
alive, a family, and Parishioners of
Saint Maryods.

Patrick, Kathleen and

Even though Pat and Kathy
grew up within West Springfield
(graduating from  St. Thomas the
Apostle during 19806s) ,
they have consciously chosen to
call Westfield home.

Married in the Fall of 1999,
they are proud parents of two
marvelous children: Emily, who
turned nine on January 13 % (the
Feast of St. Hilary), and  Ryan, who
will become eight on March 17 t
(the Feast of St. Patrick).

Dad is a well -respected
Physician Assistant (trained by the
US Army), while Mom devotes the
fullness of her mind, body and soul

O tp rthe keeping of a cheerful and

safe home. A Registered Nurse by
pr ofession, Kathy routinely assists
her parents and eleven siblings as

well.

Patrick is currently working
third -shift at Mercy Hospital; he is
pursuing a first -shift position so he
may spend additional time with
God, family, friends and self.

Kathy devotes the majority of
her day to the protection and
empowerment of their Autistic son,
Ryan: to know Ryan is to adore
Ryan . The family
proudly patrols each room and
hallway ensuring everyone gets a
daily dose of unconditional love.

cat

Emily is current ly a third -grade
student within St . Mar y
Elementary School; her teacher is
the s belgvedy | Mrs., Murphy . In
addition to studies, she excels at
swimming, dancing and charitable
causes.

Wh e n asked why St .
remains their Parish of choice, the
LaFondes cl ear:
respects us as a family; we always
feel welcome and wanted! Spiritual
bonds have developed and remain
strong. Additionally, the Parish
offers our children so many fun
andGod-centered activit

0St .

--Fr. James W. Longe






