ST. MARY'S

WESTFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, March 6
4:00 PM  Jennie Brzys (36" anniv. from husband & children)
Francis Ouimet (3" anniv. from wife & family)
Mary Morydz (from Sophia & Riccardo)
Sunday, March 7
7:00 AM Rose M. Popko (from Susan & John Basile)
8:30 AM Jim & Lois Sabadosa (from Donna, Rita & Margery)
10:00 AM  Angie Sipitkowski & Dorothy Haber (from Rose
Morin & family)
11:30 AM
Monday, March 8
8:30 AM Timothy Balland (from the Ballands)
Tuesday, March 9
8:30 AM  Pro Populo (“For the People™)
Wednesday, March 10
8:30 AM
Thursday, March 11
8:30 AM
Friday, March 12
8:30 AM Michael Charles (from the Reaching Hands Club)
6:30 PM  Stations of the Cross — Upper Church
Saturday, March 13
4:00 PM  Gary Valente (2™ anniv. from mother)
Robert Lancto + (70" birth. rem. from wife & family)
Amanda Thivierge + (birth. rem. from M/M
Vincent Paradis)
Leo Lemire (31" anniv. from wife & children)
Sunday, March 14
7:00 AM  Felix DeLevo, Jr. (6™ anniv. from family)
8:30 AM Rita & George Cole (from family)
10:00 AM Tony Calcasola + (birth. rem. from Nancy &Nicky)
Gerald T. Fouché + (birth. rem. from Sharon &
family)
Bob Robinson (3" anniv. from family)
11:30 AM
5:15PM

Youth Mass

Lenten decorations on the Altar this week are in memory of:

% “Ted” Lane 15" anniv.

'*

If you would like to contribute towards the Lenten Decorations on
our altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the Church. It
is easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor someone who
has passed away or celebrate a great event in someone'’s life.

Please remember _in_your prayers: Robert Lapierre, Herminio
Cabrera & David Searleman

We steward our treasure... The collection for last week, 2/28, totaled
$12,873 (we aim for $13,000 per week). This came through 529 adult
envelopes, 0 children’s envelopes, with $906 in loose cash.

February Heating & Air Conditioning brought in $2,019.00.

Thanks to all who do give so generously. It is through your support
that we can do all that we do.

SABIAS QUE

Tiene algo de desafio aproximarse a los que vivieron la pasion
de Jesus “con é1”. Iremos presentando algunos personajes Biblicos
relacionandolos con nuestra vida personal. Es un intento de verse en
una realidad densa y provocadora. Es atreverse a asomarse a las
contradicciones, temores y al valor de “LO CRISTIANO” en la
encrucijada, en el punto limite, en su radicalidad méas firme Esta
Semana os invitamos a caminar con esas figuras. . Caifas, ‘el
escandalizado™ Los que prendieron a Jesus le llevaron ante el Sumo
Sacerdote Caifas, donde se habian reunido los escribas y los
ancianos” Caifas es piadoso, cumplidor, tan perfecto... (Por qué
este Jesus era tan peligroso para é1? Tipos extrafios con pretensiones
mesiéanicas habfa muchos. De vez en cuando surgia alguno de esos
personajes pintorescos que pronto pasaban al olvido. Pero este Jesus
era distinto. Amenazante porque cuando hablaba la gente se sentia
tocada en lo més hondo. Amenazante porque el Dios que
proponia no exigia una ley, no distinguia puros e impuros,
hablaba de “perdon” y no de “castigo”. Caifas tuvo miedo. Miedo
del cambio. Miedo de una verdad que haria tambalearse demasiadas
cosas. Miedo de tener que mirar a la gente de igual a igual, y no
desde arriba. Miedo de un Dios que no cupiese en los limites
comodos de un libro. Tal vez miedo de VIVIR... Y ante esa verdad
desnuda y nueva, se rasgé las vestiduras escandalizado.. Juan, "El
amigo” “Junto a la cruz estaba su madre... y junto a ella el discipulo
a quien amaba” Juan, amigo. Vaya semana te espera. Subir a
Jerusalén en un contexto hostil. Temiendo perder a Jesus, pero no
queriendo dejarlo atras. Recostards tu cabeza en el regazo de tu
amigo en la cena. Te dormiras en el huerto. Le veras prendido vy,
como todos, huirds. Luego volveras, y aguantaras, en pie, ante la
cruz, perplejo, dolido... Y después, ¢/qué? Juan no es perfecto.
Como ninguno de nosotros. Pero ama. Y porque ama, busca. Es
amigo, y como tal quiere al otro, aunque no siempre sepa hacer lo
correcto. Es amigo, aunque no héroe. Capaz de dormirse sin percibir
el dolor que acongoja a Jesus, si, pero también capaz de desafiar el
miedo, a los soldados y a lo que sea para no dejarle morir sélo, en
un madero, sin ver un rostro conocido. Juan esta semana se va a
ver enfrentado con el fracaso, el dolor y la pérdida. Judas, "el
triste” El llamado Judas, uno de los Doce, iba el primero, y se
acerc6 a JesUs para darle un beso Lo siento de veras, Judas. Creo
que cometes un error terrible. ;De verdad crees que lo de Jesus es
un engafio? ¢De verdad te sientes tan defraudado? ¢No ves que su
propuesta de cambiar las cosas tiene mucha mas hondura y es
mas subversiva que la violencia o el odio? Posiblemente esperaba
un “Mesias” al uso. Libertador, guerrero, fuerte... con la fuerza de
las armas. Pero cuando quisieron hacerle rey no se dejé. Cuando las
masas le seguian no las convirti6 en muchedumbres
enfervorizadas... Judas es, posiblemente, otra victima de esta
historia. Victima de sus propias expectativas. Victima de su
ceguera. De su incapacidad para descubrir el nuevo rostro de
Dios anunciado en Jests. De una vaga confianza en las
instituciones judias, y de una extrafia fe en la violencia como
camino.."

Invitacion a todos los fieles: En Marzo 29 a partir de las 6p.m.
tendremos la misa Crismal es una oportunidad para agradecer a
Dios por los sacerdotes.

Preparacion del Via Crucis” se invita a
los que desean participar del via crucis
venir a los ensayos todos los domingos
a las 5 p.m. Responsable Iris Jusino.
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This Week at St. Mary’s

Mon 3/8 4PM 2-6 CCD - ES & Center
5PM CMHR Evening of Reflection — Genesis
5:30 PM Daisies — ES
6:30 PM Evangelio San Lucas — Church
7PM Boy Scout Troop 109 — ES Café
7PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting — Center
Tue 3/9 4PM 2-8 CCD - ES & Center
5PM Brownies - ES
5PM STM HS Board — HS
6 PM STM ES Board — Center
6:45 PM  Being Catholic — Center
7 PM Circulo de Oracion — Lower Church
7:15PM STMESPTO -ES
Wed 3/10 9 AM-6PM Adoration & Benediction — Church
LOWER CHURCH OPEN UNTIL 7:30 PM
6 PM Folk Group Practice
7PM  Choir — Upper Church
7PM Bible Study — Center
7PM  Community Life Commission — Center 2" f|
Thu 3/116:45 PM Parish Social Ministry — Center 2" f|
7PM Meals Program Meeting — High School
7 PM  Adult Confirmation Class — High School
7PM Cursillo — Center
7PM  Youth Group — Center 3" fl
7:30 PM  STM HS Spring Musical — HS
Fri 3/12 NO SCHOOL FOR ST. MARY’S — IN SERVICE
6:30 PM Stations of the Cross — Upper Church
7:30 PM STM HS Spring Musical — HS
Sat 3/13 8 AM Diocesan Men’s Conference — Cathedral HS
7:30 PM  STM HS Spring Musical — HS
Sun 3/14 8 AM El Camino—ES
8:30 AM  RCIA — Church & Rectory
10:00 AM CCD Grades 6-8 Liturgy — Upper Church
10:00 AM Little Church — ES
10:45 AM  “Irish” Coffee Hour — HS Gym
11:00 AM ST. PATRICK’S RAFFLE IS DRAWN
5:15PM Youth Mass — Upper Church
6:30 PM  Grades 7-11 CCD — HS/Center

3/15-19 St. Francis Xavier Novena; 3/27 STMHS Auction; 3/28 Palm Sunday;
4/1 Holy Thursday; 4/2 Good Friday; 4/3 Easter Vigil; 4/4 EASTER

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT begins a period of intense
prayer and examination of the catechumens of our parish
community and as members of this community we should pray
for them. The Lenten season is a time for us to “examine our
lives and to remove anything that keeps us from loving God and
neighbor” (Handbook for Proclaimers, 2009). But do we just
have this Easter season to prepare ourselves to enter heaven? No,
“the Lord’s patience with us, the gift of time, provides
opportunities for us to bear good fruit.” (Sourcebook, 2010).
Viewing time through the same lens also reminds us that we
don’t know how much time we have to prepare ourselves, do
we? Jesus tells us in the Gospel that those that die unexpectedly
aren’t terrible sinners, but death only comes to those who do not
recognize their sinful ways and seek to change.

REMINDER: The Evening of Reflection for members of the
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary will be Monday, March 8
at the Genesis House. Members are requested to arrive at 5 PM
for the celebration of the Mass. This will be followed by dinner.
See you there!

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT: Bishop McDonnell
has called for all Catholic Churches to be open on
Wednesday nights throughout Lent. We already
have adoration in the lower Church each
Wednesday from 9 am until Benediction at 6 pm. ;
There is a Mass in Spanish at 6 pm and we will i
continue to leave the church open until 7:30 pm. L
Stop by for a moment of quiet, a chance to talk <<~
with a priest or have your confession heard.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held each Friday during
Lent in the upper church at 6:30 PM. All are welcome!

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER NOVENA: Next weekend,

l S March 13" & 14", we begin our St. Francis Xavier

Novena. A novena is nine days of prayer with a

specific intention in mind. It helps us who pray to

remain committed to the thing we are praying for, and

there is grace as our prayers extend over time. If you are at Mass

on Saturday, we can pray together. But to complete the novena,

keep a copy of the prayer with you. Say it each day. Hopefully

you can join us for the special Masses at 7 pm throughout the

week. They are led by guest presiders and offer a time of
renewal and reflection. St. Francis Xavier, pray for us:

A prayer for each day

O most amiable and loving Saint Francis Xavier, in union with
you, | adore the Divine Majesty. While joyfully giving thanks to
God for the wonderful graces which He conferred upon you in
this life, and for the great glory with which He has gifted you in
Heaven, | come to you with heartfelt love, begging you to secure
for me, by your powerful intercession, the inestimable blessings
of living and dying in the state of grace.

I also beseech you to obtain for me the favor | ask during this
Novena...

(PAUSE TO LIFT UP THE SPECIAL FAVOR, WHICH YOU WISH TO
OBTAIN.)

But, if what I ask, is not for the glory of God, or for the good of
my soul, do obtain for me what is most conducive to both.
AMEN.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD WEEKEND: The Diocese of
Springfield will hold a weekend reflection on Friday, March 19
until Sunday, March 21, 2010. If you or a friend is hurting from
an abortion experience, don't delay; take the first step toward
healing. By going on the website: www.rachelsvineyard you’ll
find information on national & international retreat locations.
To receive more information or to register for a weekend, call
(413) 452-0661, or email Claire at sr.claire@diospringfield.org
All calls are confidential.

Readings for the Week of March 7, 2010

Sun: Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9
Mon: 2 Kings 5:1-15ab/Luke 4:24-30

Tue: Daniel 3:25, 34-43/Mathew 18:21-35

Wed: Deut 4:1, 5-9/Matthew 5:17-19

Thu: Jeremiah 7:23-28/Luke 11:14-23

Fri: Hosea 14:2-10/Mark 12:28-34

Sat: Hosea 6:1-6/Luke 18:9-14

Next Sun: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
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ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Advancement Office is running a raffle to benefit St.
Mary’s Elementary School and Preschool! Please help
support the:

= St .

The raffle runs through Sunday, March 14. Tickets will be
$5.00 a piece and prizes will be all cash: $1000.00 for 1%
prize, $750.00 for 2" prize, and $500.00 for 3" prize. The
drawing will be held at the St. Patrick’s Day Coffee Hour on
Sunday, March 14 following the 10am Mass. Fundraising is
an important part of growing and sustaining St. Mary’s
Preschool and St. Mary’s Elementary School. May the luck
of the Irish be with you all as we raffle off some “green”!!!
Tickets available at the Parish Center and the
Rectory.

ST. MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL

ST MARY HIGH SCHOOL

DRAMA CLUB is presenting its ?n%ﬂ
Spring Musical, “Bells are Ringing” /,\2
on March 11" 12" and 13" at St (o

Mary High School. Tickets are $10
for adults and $5 for students and
senior citizens. Curtain is at 7:30 each evening. For more
information call St. Mary High School at 568-5692.

AUCTION/RAFFLE: St. Mary High School is preparing
for their favorite FUNraiser of the year — the annual
Auction/Raffle. The date for this event is Saturday, March
27" from 5 until 9:00pm. Raffle tickets are .50 cents each and
can win a multitude of prizes including two scratch ticket
lottery trees with a total of $100 of tickets on each. There are
also many gift certificates to area restaurants and spas. The
silent auction will include a 40” high def plasma TV, patio
furniture and more! A food court along with a wine and beer
garden is the perfect place to grab a bite to eat while you
peruse, take a chance on and or bid on over 300 raffle and
auction items. Admission is free! Come join the fun. Log
onto www.stmaryhs.com for more information.

TRIVIA NIGHT: St. Mary High
School will be holding a Trivia Night
on Saturday, May 1st in the High
School Gym, beginning at 6:30pm.
Teams will consist of a minimum of 4
players and a maximum of 10 players.
The admission fee for each player will be $10. Money prize
for the team who scores the highest! Beer and wine will be
available and teams are welcome to bring their own snacks
(brain food recommended). Proceeds will benefit St. Mary's
Athletics. Please call Andy Hunter at 527-5249 to reserve
your table!

Pat@@

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
BOOK DISCUSSION: Please join us for an information book
discussion about Max Lucado’s 3:16,
the Numbers of Hope. Max Lucado is
decidedly inspired and inspiring. He
has written multiple bestsellers, and
C here’s \I\E I-gne eis honesR
intelligem=® p anWand at fim
amusing. Above all else, this book is beautiful and hopeful in a
way that makes the reader want to live in a new way. We will
meet at St. Mary’s High School on March 25" at 7 p.m. If you
would like to purchase a book for a nominal fee, or have any
questions, please call Joanne at 562-5484. All are welcome,
light refreshments will be served.

FIRST GRADE CCD: will meet for their final class on Sunday,
March 7™ We start with the 10:00 Mass and then to the
Elementary School. All papers should be in by that day!

GRADES 6,7, & 8: The 6", 7", & 8" Grade Students from the
parish will be celebrating Mass together on March 14™ at the
10:00 Mass. All are invited to participate. Please call the CCD
office to sign up!

OPERATION RICE BOWL.: (third week of Lent) The Burning
Bush and the Call of Moses — Today we hear the call of Moses to
lead his people from oppression to freedom. God promises to be
with them as they journey to a new life. Our participation in
Catholic Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl unites us in
prayer, fasting, and giving with the millions of people
throughout the world who are oppressed by poverty, injustice,
war, disease, and lack of education and other opportunities.

| W W W WV W W W W W W W W W WO

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to all who
have so generously supported the St. Vincent de
Paul Society in our efforts to assist the poor and
the needy of our community. Because of your
commitment to the Society we were able to help
over 600 families in 2009. This past year was a very challenging
year for all. Over 1164 bags of food passed through the doors of
our food pantry. This included turkeys and food baskets, which
were distributed to the needy at Thanksgiving. We also
distributed over $25,000 in helping families with fuel, rent and
heating assistance. Again without your continued support none
of this would have been possible. All of which is donated goes
directly to the assistance of families in our community. All of
our members are working on a volunteer basis and we are so
thankful for all of them. God bless all of you for allowing us to
continue to help our Vincentian brothers and sisters.

ANNUAL _APPEAL: Did you know...the Montague Catholic
Social Ministries provides programming geared toward
strengthening families through Family Literacy projects,
Domestic Violence recovery and support, and bi-weekly
playgroups for children from birth to 5 years old? Through your
generous donation to the Annual Catholic Appeal families are
given the opportunity to participate in numerous programs
centered in Catholic social teachings. Thank you!!

ai
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Below is a copy of the letter to the editor in response to the article published on 2/26/10. Published on the front pHge g
Community section of their annual Focus on Westfield, the article spanned two pages with an additional full page ad

Fr. Brian McGrath
St. Mary's Rectory | 30 Bartlett St. | Westfield, MA 01085

(413) 565477 ext. 12 | Frbrian@aol.com

Westfield Evening News
School Street
Westfield, MA 01085 March 1, 2010

Dear Editor,

How deeply saddened I was in reading Zach Hibert’s article “The people’s church — no secrets, no
surprises.” What I thought would be an uplifting article about a good church and a valued member of the
Westfield community turned into another misinformed attack on the Roman Catholic Church. | expected
more from my local paper.

In my eight years here in Westfield | have had very positive experiences of the people and pastor of St.
Joseph’s Polish National Catholic Church. I have worked with Fr. Joe on various ecumenical endeavors and
rejoiced with him in the ordination of his son. | wish nothing but blessings and grace upon their whole
parish family.

The division which arose between the Roman Catholic Church and Polish National Catholic Church in the
late 19" and early 20™ century is a sad part of our history. It is a topic for understanding and a cause for
concrete efforts at reconciliation and unity. In my experience it has not been a cause for division or
animosity.

My problem with the article is Zach Hibert’s take on my church (not even the topic of the article). With
editorial slights throughout the article, | found most distressing his reference to our recent parish closings:
“With many area churches having closed their doors in recent years, other parishes have had to join with
unfamiliar congregations at the whim of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springtield.”

| have been part of the process of pastoral planning in the diocese for nearly all 17 years of my priesthood.
The most recent round of closings and realignment have been part of an open process involving parishioners,
leadership and clergy over several years. It has been hard, emotional, involved and prayerful. Independent
studies were conducted on demographics, economics and sacramental history. Multiple meetings added
information about ministries, local history, parishioner perspective and a plethora of other factors. It was
anything but whimsical.

In the end hard decisions were made. But just take Westfield for example where we have four vibrant
communities each with its own struggles and joys and blessings and ministries. We are the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Springfield from the newly baptized infant to the 101 year old parishioner living at Arborside.

I look forward to Zach Hibert’s apology for fear mongering and unbalanced reporting.

Sincerely, Fr. Brian McGrath, pastor St. Mary’s Parish

—
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~ St. Francis Xavier Community Meal ~
(Authentic and home - made Spanish cuisine)

c RS- L@QX*¥»R GHFG RBGNNK B@EDSLI
Saturday, 20 March 2010 @ 5:00pm

Appetizer: Castilian Fruit Salad

Caldo Gallego (white bean soup with smoked ham,
potatoes, chorizo and
greens, served with hot bread)

Entrée: Paella Valenciana (robust rice dish with chicken, sausage,
green beans, peas and roasted peppers)

Madrid Medley  (steamed carrots, cauliflower, broccoli
and sweet yellow potato)

Dessert: Churros (deep ried pastry strips rolled in sugar, with
cinnamon)

Lemon Tart (buttery shortbread with creamy lemon)

Beverages: Fruity Red Sangria (orange juice and cl ub soda, w / diced
apples, lemons, s trawberries and a splash of Spanish red wine)

Coffee, Green Tea and Bottled Water

Tickets avai K@AKD @ESDQ L@RR NQ SGONTFG RS- L @Q:
$12.00 a person / $20.00 for two. Children under twelve: $7.00.






