OCTOBER 4, 2009 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, October 3
4:00 PM  Guy A. Boldini (31* anniv.)
Patrick H. Dowd (6" anniv. from family)
Bonnie Connelly & Armand Thivierge (from M/M
Vincent Paradis)
Ruth Perkins (4™ anniv. from husband & family)
Sunday, October 4
7:00 AM  Deceased members of the Heisler family (from the
Heisler family)
8:30 AM  Sandra Murphy + (birth. rem. from the Tansey
family)
Donald Gove, Jr. + (birth. rem. from mother)
Walter Miller (4™ anniv. from family)
10:00 AM  Louis Bernard (3™ anniv. from wife & daughters)
11:30 AM  Willer Bedoya (16™ anniv. from family)
6:30 PM  Opening Mass for CCD
Monday, October 5
8:30 AM
9:00 AM STM ES Feast of St. Francis Mass
Tuesday, October 6
8:30 AM  Pro Populo (“For the People™)
Wednesday, October 7
8:30 AM Laudina Rodden (59" anniv.) & Raymond Rodden
(2% anniv. from family)
Thursday, October 8
8:30 AM  Louise A. Chenel
Friday, October 9
8:30 AM  Enrico lommazzo + (birth. rem. from wife & children)
Saturday, October 10
1:30 PM  Amy Camerota & Ryan Moltenbrey Wedding
4:00 PM  Cornelius & Patricia Howe (from family)
Anna Gero & Trudy Harbaugh (from Debbie & Fred)
Allen Keefe (from the Keefe family)
Albert C. Petrucelli (from Alice Gemme)
Deceased members of STM HS Class of 1959
Sunday, October 11
7:00 AM  In honor of Dennis Loncrini’s birthday
8:30 AM  Curtis Maxam Wood, Il + (birth. rem. from family)
10:00 AM  Herman, Maria & Robert Rodriguez & Delmira
Varley (from Julie Petrucelli & family)
John E. FitzGerald (20" anniv. from wife, Mary &
son, Sean)
11:30 AM  Antolina Guzman + (birth. rem. from family)
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Flowers on the Altar this week are in memory of:

< Donald Gove, Jr. birth. rem. from mother

If you would like to contribute towards the beautiful flowers on our
altar, there is a notebook in the main entrance of the Church. It is
easy to fill out a request and a great way to honor someone who has
passed away or celebrate a great event in someone’s life.

Please remember in your prayers: Lynn Gelineau who is
recovering from surgery and also the deceased: Daniel McCarthy,
Ann Jamroz, Alfred Skoczylas, John Crean & Normand Lebeau

We steward our treasure... The collection for last week, 9/27, totaled
$13,409 (we aim for $13,000 per week). This came through 562 adult
envelopes, 0 children’s envelopes, with $942 in loose cash.

The September Heating & Air Conditioning brought in $2,011.

Thanks to all who do give so generously. It is through your support
that we can do all that we do.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Over a dozen years ago, Time magazine reported on an
experiment conducted by the sociology department at Stanford
University.  Sociologists took a late model automobile into a
residential neighborhood and “abandoned” it for a week. Actually,
they were watching from a hidden vantage point to see what might
happen.

Nothing happened. Adults and kids walked or drove by,
looked at the car, and obviously wondered whose it was and why it
was there. But nobody laid a finger on it.

After a week, the observers ended their vigil and drove the
car away. But not very far, just a few blocks, to a spot on the side of
a well-traveled road that wasn’t part of any particular neighborhood.
Once again the car was “abandoned” and the observers took up their
binoculars to watch from a distance.

They hadn’t long to wait. Well-dressed adults and
teenagers in decent cars — the same kind of folks who lived in the
first neighborhood — descended like locust on that car and took what
they wanted, tires, stereo, seats, doors, engine, the works! Within
five hours only the frame remained. The same car, the same
community, two locations just blocks apart.

What made the difference?

The scholars thought about that and concluded the
difference lay in a simple distinction: our versus theirs. Even if we
don’t know the details, a car parked in our neighborhood is
presumed to be one of ours. Whereas a car parked out in no-man’s
land is labeled “theirs,” the property of one of the faceless “them,”
who have no connection with us, who are outside our circle, and
thus merit no consideration from us.

That ugly little distinction, we versus they, ours versus
theirs, is constantly in play, always trying to take over. It labels a
person as a “stranger” — not one of us.

How could a person kill someone in a drive-by shooting?
The victim is generally a “stranger,” not of the group, so that life
just didn’t count. How can people be so callous about the sufferings
of the homeless and destitute? Easy! Because they are strangers,
people without faces, not one of us. How can some of us be so rude
and aggressive to other decent drivers on the freeway? Because
those drivers are strangers. Can you imagine acting that way if you
knew the other driver was a friend or a client or your mother?

The pattern shows up in even the tiniest of things. I've
learned that even cigarette butts can tell us the same tale. When |
was a pastor in New York, at a time when lots of people still
smoked, hardly a cigarette butt was to be found anywhere on the
grounds on Sunday afternoon, despite hundreds of people having
been at Mass. But have a handful of visitors there for a thirty-
minute wedding, and you’ll find butts everywhere, even ground into
the floor inside the church. To some of those visitors, we were
strangers, not one of theirs, so anything goes.

Today is Respect Life Sunday — a day to celebrate
respect for God-given life of each human being; today is a day to
realize, as the Irish adage has it: “there are no strangers here, only
friends we haven’t met.” Today we pray to grow in the realization
that we are all under one God and none of us can be a stranger to
another. We have a responsibility to learn that every life comes
from God, belongs to God, and is to be cherished and protected by
all of God’s people. For us there can be no ‘them,” only an all-
inclusive “us.” The circle of our love has to grow so wide that no
one is left outside. This is our life’s task and we’ll achieve it with
God’s help. We’re challenged to respect life or face becoming a
stranger to Christ.

May God bless all you do to show respect for life in all its
stages.

Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell
Bishop of Springfield
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This Week at St. Mary’s

Mon 10/5 9 AM STMES Feast of St. Francis Mass — Church
4PM 2-6 CCD - ES & Center
5:30 PM Daisies — ES
6 PM Spiritual Life Commission - Rectory
7PM Boy Scout Troop 109 — ES Café
Tue 10/6 4PM 2-8CCD - ES & Center
6 PM Pastoral Council — Center
7PM Choir Rehearsal — Church
7PM Circulo de Oracion — Lower Church
7:15PM Khnights of Columbus — HS
Wed 10/7 8:30 AM STM HS at Mass — Church
9 AM -6 PM Adoration & Benediction — Church
6 PM Folk Group Practice
7PM STMHS College Planning Night — HS
7PM Bible Study — Center
Thu 10/8 9:30 AM Reaching Hands Ministry — Rectory
6 PM Diocesan Schools Dinner — Chez Josef
7PM Cursillo — Center
Fri  10/9 Boy Scout Troop 109 Backpacking weekend
Sat  10/10 Cub Scout Pack 109 selling candy bars after Masses
6 PM Christian Music Concert — HS Gym
Sun 10/11 8 AM El Camino - ES
9 AM  Sacrament of Sick — Lower Church
9:45 AM Leave for Pilgrimage— back HS parking lot

10/22 Pius X Awards @ St. Michael’s; 10/26 Italy Trip Open Meeting; 10/29
RCIA Inquiry Session; 10/30 Barnes & Noble Book Fair; 11/3 Election Day

SAVE THE DATE: We are having an open
meeting of anyone interested in becoming a
Catholic. Thursday — October 29" — 7:00 pm
(at the Church). Join Fr. Brian and the RCIA
Team as we take a tour of the Church. This is
our home as the family of God. Let’s take an
evening to explore the church, explain the furnishing and
answer any questions about the building that you may have.

PASTORAL COUNCIL will meet Tuesday, October 6™ at 6
PM in the Parish Center.

"REACHING HANDS" CLUB
consists of volunteers who send (1)
Birthday cards to the homebound of our
parish, (2) Congratulation cards at First
Year Anniversary of baptized infants,
children and adults, and (3) First &
Second Year Anniversary cards to deceased's family. These
dedicated members also organize and bake for the yearly
Remembrance Mass reception for the families and friends of
the departed. If interested in joining this club, contact Marie-
Anne Buffam at 562-5477 ext. # 47.

ANYONE HAVING NOTICES FOR THE OCTOBER
17™ & 18™ BULLETIN MUST HAVE THEM INTO
THE RECTORY NO LATER THAN THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 8™ AT 4 PM.

There is still time for LAY MINISTERS wishing to join the
new Lay Ministry Certificate training program in
Introductory Leadership. Please see the information at the
back of the church if you are interested or call Michele
Laskey or Fr. Tom Lisowski at the Office of Lay Ministry
(413) 452-0824.

SISTERS OF  ST. JOSEPH
COLUMBUS DAY RAFFLE
DRAWING will take place on
Monday, October 12" at 2 PM at Mont
Marie in Holyoke. The Sisters of St.
Raffle Drawing Joseph, friends and associates will be

selling raffle tickets before and after
the Masses this weekend, Oct 3" and 4™ or they can be
purchased at the Elementary School during school hours.
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5; prizes will include $3,000,
$1,000 and 5 $100 drawings. Feel free to join us for
refreshments and music following the drawing.  The
fundraiser will help to support the Sisters’ Retirement and
SSJ ministries.  As always, the Sisters of St. Joseph are
extremely grateful for your continued support.

CHRISTIAN MUSIC CONCERT — Oct 10" from 6-10 PM
in St. Mary’s High School Gym, cost is $5 for adults and $3
for children under 12 years.

FALCONS 18™ ANNUAL FAITH AND FAMILY
WEEK-END: Friday, Oct. 16™ the Springfield Falcons will
play Manchester Monarchs at 7:30 PM with a post game
concert by Bobby Bishop. Sat. October 17" the Falcons will
play the Hartford Wolf Pack at 7:00 PM. A special concert
by Applejaxx will follow. Call the CCD Office for tickets.
The special rate is $10.00 per person.

ORGAN RECITAL: Join us for a

delightful afternoon of music!
Sunday, October 25, 2009 at 4:00 -
pm. BRETT MAGUIRE will lead

us on a musical journey on the historical Casavant Fréres,
Limitée tracker organ, Opus 78, 1896. Brett is the Minister
of Music and Organist at Wesley United Methodist Church,
Worcester, Mass. with academic credentials from Holy Cross
College, Worcester, Oberlin Conservatory, (a student of
James David Christie), with post-graduate study in France.
Admission is free.

Readings for the Week of October 4, 2009

Sun: Genesis 2:18-24/Hebrews 2:9-11/Mark 10:2-16
Mon: Jonah 1:1-2:1-2,11/Luke 10:25/37

Tue: Jonah 3:1-10/Luke 10:38-42

Wed: Jonah 4:1-11/Luke 11:1-4

Thu: Malachi 3:13-20b/Luke 11:5-13

Fri: Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2/Luke 11:15-26

Sat: Joel 4:12-21/Luke 11:27-28

Next Sun: Wisdom 7:7-11/Heb 4:12-13/Mark 10:17-30

VOCATIONS VIEW: Matrimony — a
beautiful vocation is so misused today.
Celibacy - a Dbeautiful gift so
misunderstood today. Whether we do
God’s work in pairs or as a single person
in ministry or in a community, we do
God’s work because He calls us. If you
feel God is calling you to a Church
vocation, call Fr. Gary Dailey at 452-0816 or write
g.dailey@diospringfield.org
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ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Dear Parishioners,

As you know, Catholic Education gets more and more expensive
with every passing day. We are very blessed to have our Parish
and our PTO to help, but if you are willing and able, there are
three ways that you can help, as well: 1) Purchase Food Gift
Certificates from our school and donate the proceeds to a family
that you know. Call Sr. Gill for details. 2) If you shop on-line,
you could do it through onecause.com and use St. Mary’s code
of 1882. Then donate the proceeds to a family that you know.
3) Or you could make a donation to “The Principal’s Fund” in
care of Sr. Christine. The Principal’s Fund is made up of monies
earned through the Future of Hope Campaign of the Diocese,
some memorial gifts and a gift from a very faithful family who
send a donation in honor of their children each and every month.
All donations are used for tuition assistance. If you would like
to help us keep one more child in our school, please consider this
worthy cause. For more information, please call Sr. Gill or Sr.
Christine at 568-2388.

As always, thank you and God bless you for all that you do for
us. Know that you remain in our prayers. Thanks, Sr. Christine
and Staff

ST. MARY HIGH SCHOOL

BOOK FAIR: St Mary’s Schools will be holding a Book Fair
at Barnes & Noble, Holyoke; Thursday, October 29" and Friday,
October 30" each day 9am-11pm. Enjoy story time by some of
the “celebrities” of St Mary’s, fall crafts, music, game tables &
more.

OPEN HOUSE: Attention all prospective freshmen: The High
School will host an Open House on the 4™ of November at 6:30
pm. Students and their families will have an opportunity to learn
why an education at St. Mary High School is a gift. The
mission of St. Mary High School, serving Westfield and the
surrounding communities for over 100 years, is to educate
our students in a comprehensive college preparatory
curriculum. Through a demanding academic program,
students are challenged to reach their highest potential.
Guided by the Gospel message and supported by parents,
students are prepared in matters of faith and moral
development. We value a caring and diverse community
environment, inspiring students to mature into responsible
young people. We have the lowest tuition rate of any regional
parochial high school and traditionally 98% of our graduates
continue their education. We are proud to boast that for the past
two years, 100% of our graduates went on to college! To learn
more about our challenging curriculum, new AP Courses and
sports programs, please join us at the Open House. Through a
lottery, ten $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to one student
per school represented. You must be present to win. Come see
why St. Mary High School students continue to ‘Light the Way
to the Future’. Log onto www.stmaryhs.com for more
information.

Those who are led by the Holy Spirit have true
ideas. That is why there are so many ignorant
people who know far more than the learned.

- St. John Vianney, Patron Saint of Priests

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

“LITTLE _CHURCH - SUNDAY SCHOOL” &
BABYSITTING has begun during the 10:00 Mass. It is a
great program for children 6 and younger, to learn and play
while giving parents a worry free opportunity to worship at
Mass. Stop by the Elementary School Sunday morning and
check it out!

YOUTH MASS: TONIGHT, October 4", all of our 7-11
grade CCD students will be attending a special Youth Mass
beginning at 6:30 PM. After the Mass, the Sunday night
students in grades 7-10 will return to their classes.

CONFIRMATION MEETING *Immediately following the
Youth Mass there will be a Confirmation Parent/Candidate
meeting in the High School Gym. This is a very important
meeting that we hope all students and parents will make
every effort to attend.

MONDAY CCD CLASSES will NOT meet on Columbus
Day, October 12™. See you next week!

4™ GRADE CCD STUDENTS: All 4™ grade students in
the parish are invited to participate in the 10:00 Mass on
October 18™. Children can read, greet and bring forward the
gifts. The parish Coffee Hour will follow. Call the CCD
Office to sign up!

A CATECHETICAL CONGRESS, for all those who teach,
assist, or are interested in parish religious education and
more, will be held at EIms College-Berchman’s Hall on Sat.,
Nov. 14, 2009, from 8:30 AM — 1:45 PM. Brochures, with
registration forms, are available from the ORE and should be
returned by Oct. 27, 2009. The day will begin with a blessing
of Catechists by Bishop McDonnell. There will be a keynote
address by Nancy Bird and an opportunity to attend 2 other
workshops for catechists, catechetical leaders, and interested
parties. Join us as we gather for a morning of prayer and
learning to celebrate and enhance our Catholic identity. One
of our speakers for this year’s Congress is Phyllis Lund, one
of our parishioners and one of our High School CCD
teachers. Phyllis is teaching a class entitled “Controlled
Chaos in the Religious Ed. Classroom”.

ddddddddddddddddddd

FREE BLOOD PRESURE SCREENINGS: Today,
October 4™ after the 7:00 and 8:30 Masses, Mercy Home
Care will be available to check blood pressures and give
information on the services they provide. This is a wonderful
free service that they provide for us.

You are cordially invited to attend the
ROSARY SUNDAY DEVOTIONS at
the Monastery of the Mother of God (1430
%.» Riverdale Rd., West Springfield) on
&{{5 October 4" at 1 PM. Rosary, blessing of

roses, benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, homilist is Rev. Gabriel Mary Pivarnik, O.P.
Bring your family and friends.
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Sabias que el MISTERIO DE LA IGLESIA est4 en la historia,
pero al mismo tiempo la trasciende. Solamente “con los ojos de la
fe” se puede en esta realidad visible una realidad espiritual,
portadora de vida divina. “Cristo, el tnico Mediador, establecio en
este mundo su Iglesia santa, comunidad de fe, esperanza y amor,
como un organismo visible. La mantiene adn sin cesar para
comunicar por medio de ella a todos la verdad y la gracia”. La
Iglesia es a la vez: “sociedad dotada de o6rganos jerarquicos y el
Cuerpo Mistico de Cristo el grupo visible y la comunidad spiritual la
Iglesia de la tierra y la Iglesia llena de bienes del cielo” Estas
dimensiones juntas constituyen “una realidad compleja, en la que
estan unidos el elemento divino y el humano”: Es propio de la
Iglesia “ser a la vez humana y divina, visible y dotada de elementos
invisibles, entregada a la accion y dada a la contemplacion, presente
en el mundo vy, sin embargo, peregrina. De modo que en ella lo
humano esté ordenado y subordinado a lo divino, lo visible a lo
invisible, la accién a la contemplacién y lo presente a la ciudad
futura que buscamos. Es la tienda de Cadar y el santuario de Dios;
una tienda terrena y un palacio celestial; una casa modestisima y una
aula regia; un cuerpo mortal y un templo luminoso; la despreciada
por los soberbios y la esposa de Cristo. Tiene la tez morena pero es
hermosa, hijas de Jerusalén.

La Iglesia, Misterio de la union de los hombres con Dios es donde
Cristo realiza y revela su propio misterio como la finalidad del
designio de Dios: “recapitular todo en é1” (Ef 1, 10). san Pablo llama
“gran misterio” (Ef 5, 32) al desposorio de Cristo y de la Iglesia.
Porque la Iglesia se une a Cristo como a su esposo, por eso se
convierte a su vez en Misterio. Contemplando en ella el Misterio,
san Pablo escribe: el misterio “es Cristo en vosotros, la esperanza de
la gloria” (Col 1, 27). En la Iglesia esta comunion de los hombres
con Dios por “la caridad que no pasara jamas” (1 Co 13, 8) es la
finalidad que ordena todo lo que en ella es medio sacramental ligado
a este mundo que pasa. “Su estructura esta totalmente ordenada a la
santidad de los miembros de Cristo. Y la santidad se aprecia en
funcion del *gran Misterio’ en el que la Esposa responde con el don
del amor al don del Esposo”. Maria nos precede a todos en la
santidad que es el Misterio de la Iglesia como la “Esposa sin tacha ni
arruga” (Ef 5, 27). Por eso “la dimension mariana de la Iglesia
precede a su dimension petrina”.

La lIglesia, sacramento universal de la salvacion La palabra
griega traducida como “mysterium” Yy “sacramentum”. En este
sentido, Cristo es El mismo el Misterio de la salvacion. La obra
salvifica de su humanidad santa y santificante es el sacramento de la
salvacion que se manifiesta y actlia en los sacramentos de la Iglesia.
Los siete sacramentos son los signos y los instrumentos mediante los
cuales el Espiritu Santo distribuye la gracia de Cristo, que es la
Cabeza, en la Iglesia que es su Cuerpo. La Iglesia contiene por tanto
y comunica la gracia invisible que ella significa. En este sentido
analogico ella es llamada “sacramento”. “La Iglesia es en Cristo
€coOmo un sacramento o signo e instrumento de la unién intima con
Dios y de la unidad de todo el género humano™: Ser el sacramento
de la unién intima de los hombres con Dios es el primer fin de la
Iglesia. Como la comunién de los hombres radica en la unién con
Dios, la Iglesia es el sacramento de la unidad del género humano.

CONCIERTO DE MUSICA CRISTIANA: Octubre 6 Hora: 6 p.m.
a 10 p.m. Lugar: Gimnasio Santa Maria (Westfield) Presentacion de
los Grupos: “PESCADOR DE HOMBRES”. “LOS HIJOS DE LA
LUZ” .Colaboracion: adultos $ 5 y Menores de 12 afios $ 3.

DESAYUNO PARA PAREJAS: Sabado 24 de Octubre HORA: 8
a.m. a 12 m. LUGAR: East Mountain Country Club PRECIO: $ 30
POR PAREJA.

PREPARACION A LA PRIMERA COMUNION: Todos los nifios
y jovenes que desean prepararse en ESPANOL comunicarse con
Lucy Rios.

SAY A SPECIAL PRAYER for the
following children who were
welcomed into the Roman Catholic
Church and our Parish Family through
the waters of Baptism in September.

Nparmsy

Skyler Reina Cook
Madison Anna Hanke
Sebastian Franco Liquori
Jaida Alani Oquendo
Ricardo Omar Oquendo
Alexander Jan Svantesson

Let us strive by our word and example to create an
environment for them to come to know the love of God and
the meaning of “Being Church”.

If interested in having your child Baptized, please call
Deacon Roger Carrier (562-5477) to make arrangements.
Baptisms are usually celebrated the last weekend of the
month.

ITALY TRIP: Sign-ups are ongoing
for next April’s trip to Italy. Fr. Brian
(ordained in Rome, 1992, and studied
there for five years) & Fr. Jonathan
Reardon  (recently ordained after
studying for 4 years in Rome, currently
assigned to St. Thomas, W. Springfield)
will be leading a ten day pilgrimage to
Rome (with Masses at the tombs of St.
Paul, St. Peter in Chains, St. Mary of the Martyrs inside the
Pantheon and the tomb of St. Peter), Orvieto (chapel of the
True Presence), Assisi (birthplace of St. Francis and St.
Claire), Bologna and Turin (where the Shroud will be on
display). For more information and a registration form check
the main entrances of the church or call the rectory. We will
be having an informational meeting on Monday, 10/25, 7:00
pm at the High School.

dddddddoddddddddddd

THE IRISH CULTURAL CENTER AT ELMS
COLLEGE announces a bus trip to Worcester to attend
Pilgrim Soul Productions of J.B. Keane’s Irish play, Big
Maggie. The play will be at the Ancient Order of Hibernians
Cultural Center on Sunday, November 15" at 2 PM. After
the play there will be a buffet meal at the Hall Pub. Tickets
are $70 for members, $75 for non-members, include the play,
buffet, bus and driver’s gratuity. Seats are limited; to reserve
tickets call (413) 265-2537 or send an email to
irishcenter@elms.edu. Those interested should notify the
Center by October 23" to guarantee a seat. Reservations are
accepted with full payment; there is a no refund policy. The
bus will leave the Elms parking lot on the corner of
Springfield and Fairview streets at the Gaylord Building at
12:30 PM and return about 6:30 PM. The buffet menu
includes: chicken picatta, eggplant lasagna (vegetarian),
salad, garlic bread, dessert table, coffee and tea.
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The ST.VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY provides assistance
to those of our community who are in need. Because of the
economy there is an extremely high demand for canned and
dry goods. Food is going out daily and we NEED your help.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society will be holding a food drive the
following weekends:

October 10" and 11"
October 17" and 18"
October 24" and 25"

Containers will be available inside of Church entrances for your
donations. We would like each family to bring one food item to
Church each of these weekends. Your generosity iIs greatly
appreciated.

Canned meats Peanut butter

Jelly Pasta sauce
Powdered milk Cereal
Juices Canned fish

If you or someone you know is in need of help, please call
the St. Vincent de Paul help line at 568-5619.




